


Foundations of Government

Grade: 9-12 Subject: Government Dates: 8/30-9-24 Text: Chapters 1 and 2

Standards
Unit Title Foundations of Government Expectation Unwrapped

Priority
Standard

9-12.GV.2.GS.B

Apply the concepts of natural law, social contract,
due process of law, and popular sovereignty to
explain the purposes and legacy of the Declaration
of Independence.

● Apply the following principles of republic to historical and contemporary
issues:

○ 1. checks and balances
○ 2. separation of powers
○ 3. federalism
○ 4. representation
○ 5. popular sovereignty
○ 6. due process of law
○ 7. judicial review

9-12.GV.2.GS.C
Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the
Articles of Confederation to explain its failure as a
national government.

● Describe the historical foundations of the United States governmental system
as reflected in the following documents:

○ 1. Magna Carta
○ 2. Enlightenment writings of Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau,

Montesquieu, and the Social Contract Theory
○ 3. Mayflower Compact
○ 4. Declaration of Independence
○ 5. Articles of Confederation

9-12.GV.2.PC.A

Analyze the varying perspectives of individuals
and groups to explain emerging divisions and
political philosophies as the United States was
founded.

● Explain the processes pertaining to:
○ 1. selection of political leaders (with an emphasis on presidential

and parliamentary systems)
○ 2. functions and styles of leadership (including authoritarian,

democratic and laissez faire)
○ 3. governmental systems
○ 4. how laws and rules are made, enforced, changed

Supporting
Standards

9-12.GV.2.CC.A

Trace the evolution of government in the English
colonies to explain American colonists’
expectations for self-rule.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.2.CC.B

Analyze the Declaration of Independence to
determine the influence of classical and
Enlightenment thought on revolutionary ideas.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.2.G.A

Analyze how geography of North America
influenced the governmental systems which
developed there.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.3.GS.B
Analyze the Articles of Confederation and the
Constitution to determine their success in

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code



Foundations of Government
implementing the ideals of the Declaration of
Independence.

9-12.GV.3.EC.A

Compare trade, monetary policy, and taxation
under the Articles of Confederation and the
Constitution.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.2.CC.C

Evaluate the extent to which decisions made in the
Constitutional Convention were influenced by
previous models of government and experiences
under British rule.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.2.CC.D

Compare and contrast the structure and function
of democratic governments and authoritarian
governments, noting their impact on people,
groups, and societies.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.2.EC.A

Analyze the impact of economics and economic
theories on the formation of United States
governmental ideals, principles and structures.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.3.CC.A
Explain how the central debates of the
Constitutional Convention were resolved.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.3.CC.B

Explain how concerns over a strong central
government were addressed to provide for
ratification of the Constitution.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.A

Create and use tools to analyze a chronological
sequence of events related to a study of
government.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.B

Explain connections between historical context
and peoples’ perspectives about government at
the time.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.C

Develop a research plan, identify appropriate
resources for investigating social studies topics,
and create and present a research product which
applies an aspect of government to a
contemporary issue.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.D

Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling
questions about government, determine helpful
resources and consider multiple points of views
represented in the resources.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.G.B
Analyze the relationship between the geography of
the original 13 colonies and the formation of the

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code



Foundations of Government
United States government.

9-12.GV.1.PC.A

Using a government lens, describe how peoples’
perspectives shaped the sources/artifacts they
created.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.PC.B

Examine the origins and impact of social
structures and stratification on societies, and
relationships between peoples and governments.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

*Click on standard code above to see Item Specifications from DESE and Released Items

Instructional Ideas/Notes
Assessed
on Post

Test Instructional Ideas/Prerequisite Knowledge

Priority
Standard

9-12.GV.2.GS.B Yes
Instructional Notes:

9-12.GV.2.GS.C Yes

9-12.GV.2.PC.A Yes

Learning Tasks

Task 1 Philosophy of Enlightenment-Identify the influential enlightenment thinkers and their effect on American Democracy
Task 2 Forms of Government-Listen to music in various ways while completing a mind map of the Forms of Democracy. Students select the song

they would like to hear based on the form of government that will be taught.  Notes are provided after the activity takes place.
Task 3 Concepts of Democracy-Election Scenario: Students work in cooperative groups to solve the problem of passing a local bond issue.

Students are provided notes during the debrief over civic duties vs responsibilities.
Task 4 Declaration of Independence-Read and analyze the Declaration of Independence for critical concepts and principles. Students will write

their own Declarations of Independence from a modern day problem.
Task 5 Failure of the Articles of Confederation-Students will experience the chaos of the Articles of Confederation through a social dilemma activity

in which they can earn bonus points.



Foundations of Government

Key Vocabulary

government constitution dictatorship democracy state

sovereign autocracy oligarchy unitary government federal government

division of powers confederation presidential
government

parliamentary
government

majority rule

compromise limited government representative
government

Magna Carta English Bill of Rights

delegate popular sovereignty Articles of
Confederation

ratification framers

Virginia Plan New Jersey Plan Connecticut
Compromise

Three-Fifths
Compromise

Commerce
Compromise

Slave Trade
Compromise

federalist anti-Federalist popular sovereignty Capitalism

laissez-faire mixed economies socialism bicameral

Common Assessments
Unit 1 Pretest CFA CFA Unit 1  Summative



Foundations of Government

Proficiency Scale
Proficiency Scale: A score of 3.0 correlates with grade-level proficiency on the priority standard.

Score Learning Goal Sample Tasks
Score
4.0

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences or applications that go beyond what was
taught. For example, the student may:

● The student can connect the concepts of both the democratic and authoritarian
systems to today’s world by using real events and how these events have
continued and/or changed over time.

● Students can create a classroom environment
reflecting the different forms of government and
how quickly those governments can solve
problems.

3.5 In addition to 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.
Score
3.0

The student exhibits no major errors or gaps in the learning goal (complex ideas and
processes).
The student will:

● Apply the concepts of natural law, social contract, due process of law, and popular
sovereignty to explain the purposes and legacy of the Declaration of Independence.

● Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation to explain
its failure as a national government.

● Analyze the varying perspectives of individuals and groups to explain emerging
divisions and political philosophies as the United States was founded.

● What are the strengths and weaknesses of the
Articles of Confederation? Explain its failures.

2.5 No major errors or gaps in 2.0 content and partial knowledge of 3.0 content.
Score
2.0

The student exhibits no major errors or gaps in the simpler details and processes.
The student will:
Students will be able to separate the different types of government concepts of democratic
and authoritarian styles of Government.

● Describing the advantages and disadvantages of democratic and authoritarian
governments

● Participation: Majority rule with minority rights
● Rights of citizens
● Identifying the common qualities of all governments:
● The Four Characteristics of Government

o Maintaining order
o Providing public services
o Providing national security Providing for the economy
o Sovereignty

● Identify the various forms of government

1.5 Partial understanding of the 2.0 content with major errors or gaps in 3.0 content.
Score

1.0
With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content and some of the 3.0 content.



Linking Institutions

Grade: 9-12 Subject: Government Dates: 9/27-10/28 Text: Chapters 10-11

Standards
Unit Title Linking Institutions Expectation Unwrapped

Priority
Standard

9-12.GV.4.CC.C Explain the powers and responsibilities of citizens
and institutions to address and solve problems. ● N/A

9-12.GV.4.GS.A Evaluate the role and influence of contemporary
political parties on government. ● Evaluate the roles and influence of political parties and interest groups.

9-12.GV.4.GS.B

Explain a citizen’s legal obligations, as well as
opportunities for, engaging with and using local,
state, and federal governments to shape
decision-making. ● Determine the civic responsibilities of individual citizens.

9-12.GV.4.GS.C
Compare the various processes pertaining to the
selection of political leaders at the federal, state,
and local level.

● Explain the processes pertaining to:
○ 1. selection of political leaders (with an emphasis on presidential

and parliamentary systems)
○ 2. functions and styles of leadership (including authoritarian,

democratic and laissez faire)
○ 3. governmental systems
○ 4. how laws and rules are made, enforced, changed and

interpreted

9-12.GV.4.PC.A
Explain how political parties and interest groups
reflect diverse perspectives and are influenced by
individuals.

● Describe the major social institutions (family, education, religion, economy
and government) and how they fulfill human needs

9-12.GV.4.PC.B Evaluate factors that shape public opinion on
elections and policy issues.

● Analyze how the roles of class, ethnic, racial, gender and age groups have
changed in society, including causes and effects

Supporting
Standards

9-12.GV.4.PC.D

Predict the consequences that occur when
institutions fail to meet the needs of individuals
and groups, and when individuals fail to carry out
their personal responsibilities.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.4.G.A

Analyze state and federal electoral results to
determine the influence of social, regional and
demographic characteristics.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.A

Create and use tools to analyze a chronological
sequence of events related to a study of
government.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.B
Explain connections between historical context
and peoples’ perspectives about government at

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code



Linking Institutions
the time.

9-12.GV.1.CC.D

Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling
questions about government, determine helpful
resources and consider multiple points of views
represented in the resources.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.G.A

Create and use maps and other graphic
representations in order to explain relationships
and reveal patterns or trends about government.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.GS.B

Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of

citizens and institutions to address and solve

problems.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.PC.A

Using a government lens, describe how peoples’
perspectives shaped the sources/artifacts they
created.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

*Click on standard code above to see Item Specifications from DESE and Released Items



Linking Institutions
Instructional Ideas/Notes

Assesse
d on
Post
Test Instructional Ideas/Prerequisite Knowledge

Priority
Standard

9-12.GV.4.CC.C Yes Instructional Notes:

9-12.GV.4.GS.A Yes

9-12.GV.4.GS.B Yes

9-12.GV.4.GS.C Yes

9-12.GV.4.PC.A Yes

9-12.GV.4.PC.B Yes

Learning Tasks

Task 1 Interest groups- Students will research an interest group and present to class
Task 2 Lobbying- Students will work in collaborative groups to complete a scenario where they are to kill an unwanted bill

Task 3 Political Parties- Students working in collaborative groups will compare and contrast party platforms to understand our two-party system
Task 4 Third Parties-Students should prepare for a debate about whether anyone should ever vote for third parties.
Task 5 Voting-Students will complete a nearpod lesson over voting
Task 6 Voter Behavior-Students will complete DBQ on Compulsory Voting
Task 7 Campaigns-Working in collaborative groups students will create a campaign slogan and a 30 second commercial
Task 8 Campaign Funding-Students will complete a nearpod over campaign finance
Task 9 Mass Media-Analyze various media outlets for media bias



Linking Institutions

Key Vocabulary

suffrage electorate disenfranchised poll tax electoral college

registration gerrymandering political action
committee (PAC)

public opinion mandate

public opinion poll random sample mass media public agenda media bias

interest groups Super PAC lobbyist general election primary election

Citizens United vs
FEC

demographics battleground states midterm election absentee voting

single member district petition advocacy

Common Assessments
CFA CFA Unit 2  Summative



Linking Institutions

Proficiency Scale
Proficiency Scale: A score of 3.0 correlates with grade-level proficiency on the priority standard.

Score Learning Goal Sample Tasks
Score
4.0

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences or applications
that go beyond what was taught. For example, the student
may:

● Students will be able to critically analyze current news
events and assess which Institutions are involved in order
to predict potential impact on government or society.

● Students will apply their understanding of elections and the importance of winning
elections to achieve victory in the Mock Election.

3.5 In addition to 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.
Score
3.0

The student exhibits no major errors or gaps in the learning
goal (complex ideas and processes).
The student will:
Compare the various processes pertaining to the selection of
political leaders at the federal, state, and local level.
(9-12.GV.4.GS.C)

● Students will explain how elected federal and state
government officials in the executive, legislative, and
judicial branches are selected through elections,
nominations, and confirmations.  Students will explain
how their votes select their local government structures
(e.g. city council, governor, boards).

● Students will participate in a Presidential Mock Election creating a party platform and
website trying to attract voters.

2.5 No major errors or gaps in 2.0 content and partial knowledge of 3.0 content.
Score
2.0

The student exhibits no major errors or gaps in the simpler
details and processes.
The student will:
The content may include, but is not limited to, the following:

● General Elections
● Primaries
● Electoral College
● Direct elections
● Procedures for nominating and confirming judges,

executive advisors/agency heads

● Students will pass chapter quiz identifying various linking institutions

1.5 Partial understanding of the 2.0 content with major errors or gaps in 3.0 content.
Score

1.0
With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content and some
of the 3.0 content.



The Constitution

Grade: 9-12 Subject: Government Date: 11/1-11/23 Text: Chapter 3

Standards
Unit Title The Constitution Expectation Unwrapped

Priority
Standard 9-12.GV.3.GS.C

Analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of
the three branches of government to determine
how they function and interact.

● Explain the importance of the following principles of government:
○ 1. limited government
○ 2. majority rule and minority rights
○ 3. constitution and civil rights
○ 4. checks and balances
○ 5. and the merits of the above principles

Supporting
Standards

9-12.GV.3.GS.E

Explain how the Bill of Rights and subsequent
amendments limit the power of government,
protect individual liberty, and provide for equality
under the law.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.3.GS.A

Apply the concepts of due process of law,
popular sovereignty, rule of law, representation,
and federalism to explain the purpose and legacy
of the Constitution.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.2.GS.A

Analyze how the codification of law impacted
early civilizations and shaped enduring concepts
of government, law, and social order.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.A

Create and use tools to analyze a chronological
sequence of events related to a study of
government.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.B

Explain connections between historical context
and peoples’ perspectives about government at
the time.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.D

Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling
questions about government, determine helpful
resources and consider multiple points of views
represented in the resources.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.PC.A

Using a government lens, describe how peoples’
perspectives shaped the sources/artifacts they
created.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

*Click on standard code above to see Item Specifications from DESE and Released Items



The Constitution

Instructional Ideas/Notes
Assessed
on Post

Test Instructional Ideas/Prerequisite Knowledge

Priority
Standard 9-12.GV.3.GS.C Yes Instructional Notes:

Learning Tasks

Task 1 US Constitution Packet-Students will work collaboratively to complete an outline of the US Constitution by reading the US Constitution.
Students will be quizzed over the packet and the teacher will review key points with the students. (over multiple days)

Task 2 Formal Amendment Process-Students will complete notes over the formal Amendment process and discuss several proposed
Amendments

Key Vocabulary

constitutionalism rule of law separation of powers checks and balances unconstitutional

federalism executive agreement treaty limited government cabinet

senatorial courtesy amendment ratification Bill of Rights Senate

House of
Representatives

census Preamble



The Constitution
Common Assessments

CFA CFA Unit 3 Summative

Proficiency Scale
Proficiency Scale: A score of 3.0 correlates with grade-level proficiency on the priority standard.

Score Learning Goal Sample Tasks
Score
4.0

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences or applications
that go beyond what was taught. For example, the student
may:

● Students can critique current news regarding the
government and determine whether the action is
constitutional and what check another branch has on the
action.

● Students will find a current news article to analyze by identifying the enumerated or
implied power in the constitution and then explain how one of the other branches can
check the action.

3.5 In addition to 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.
Score
3.0

The student exhibits no major errors or gaps in the learning
goal (complex ideas and processes).
The student will:
Students shall differentiate the unique roles and responsibilities of
the three branches of government to determine how they function
and interact. (9-12.G.3.GS.C)

● As a process, students will be able to:
o identify the roles, responsibilities, and powers of

the three branches.
o explain how each branch functions.
o apply concepts to show how the three branches

of government interact with one another.

● What concept best describes the excerpt from the United States Constitution.

Tenth Amendment: “The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution,
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the
people.”

2.5 No major errors or gaps in 2.0 content and partial knowledge of 3.0 content.
Score
2.0

The student exhibits no major errors or gaps in the simpler
details and processes.
The student will:
Students will be able to compare the three branches of
government.

● Students will be able to sort governmental powers and
responsibilities

● Which branch of government creates laws?

1.5 Partial understanding of the 2.0 content with major errors or gaps in 3.0 content.
Score

1.0
With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content and
some of the 3.0 content.



Federalism & State Government

Grade: 9-12 Subject: Government Dates: 11/29-1/7 Chapters: Chapter 3

Standards
Unit Title Federalism & State Government Expectation Unwrapped

Priority
Standard

9-12.GV.3.CC.D Analyze the changing relationship between state
and federal governmental powers.

● Assess the changing roles of government
○ 1. philosophy
○ 2. limits
○ 3. duties

9-12.GV.3.GS.F Compare the structure and functions of federal,
state, and local government

● Describe the structure of government and the purposes of laws (with
emphasis on the federal and state governments) in general.

Supporting
Standards

9-12.GV.4.GS.B

Explain a citizen’s legal obligations, as well as
opportunities for, engaging with and using local,
state, and federal governments to shape
decision-making.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.4.CC.C
Explain the powers and responsibilities of citizens
and institutions to address and solve problems.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.A

Create and use tools to analyze a chronological
sequence of events related to a study of
government.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.B

Explain connections between historical context
and peoples’ perspectives about government at
the time.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.D

Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling
questions about government, determine helpful
resources and consider multiple points of views
represented in the resources.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.EC.A

Examine the opportunity costs and benefits of
economic decisions on society as a whole as well
as on individuals and governments.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.GS.B

Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of

citizens and institutions to address and solve

problems.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.PC.A

Using a government lens, describe how peoples’
perspectives shaped the sources/artifacts they
created.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

*Click on standard code above to see Item Specifications from DESE and Released Items



Federalism & State Government

Instructional Ideas/Notes
Assessed
on Post

Test Instructional Ideas/Prerequisite Knowledge

Priority
Standard

9-12.GV.3.CC.D Yes Instructional Notes:

9-12.GV.3.GS.F Yes

Learning Tasks

Task 1 How are powers divided-Students will create a venn diagram distinguishing between Federal, State and concurrent powers
Task 2 Responsibility of Federal Government-Political Cartoon Analysis by understanding the responsibilities of the Federal Government and

how it gets States to comply through grants.
Task 3 Full Faith Credit-Students will Analyze the Loving Supreme Court Case
Task 4 Local Government-Guest speaker (Local Politicians) to discuss the role and power of local government

Key Vocabulary

federalism division of powers delegated powers inherent powers reserved powers

exclusive powers concurrent powers supremacy clause grants-in-aid program Full Faith and Credit
Clause

extradition police power initiative referendum recall

common law felony McCulloch vs.
Maryland

10th Amendment 14th Amendment



Federalism & State Government
Common Assessments

CFA CFA Unit 4  Summative/MO Constitution Test

Proficiency Scale
Proficiency Scale: A score of 3.0 correlates with grade-level proficiency on the priority standard.

Score Learning Goal Sample Tasks

Score
4.0

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences or applications
that go beyond what was taught. For example, the student
may:

● Students will be able to critically analyze current news
events and assess which Institutions are involved in order
to predict potential impact on government or society.

● Students can create a scavenger hunt representing the authority of the various levels
of government.

3.5 In addition to 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.
Score
3.0

The student exhibits no major errors or gaps in the learning
goal (complex ideas and processes).
The student will:

Students will compare the structure and functions of federal, state,
and local government. (9-12.G.GS.F)

● Students will be able to identify ways in which the federal
government and state governments are similar in
purpose, structure, and function.

● Students will be able to explain how local government
functions and structures are similar to federal and state
governments.

● Compare the functions of the federal government to the functions of Missouri’s
government.

2.5 No major errors or gaps in 2.0 content and partial knowledge of 3.0 content.
Score
2.0

The student exhibits no major errors or gaps in the simpler
details and processes.
The student will:
Students will be able to sort governmental structures of federal,
state, and local institutions.

● Explain how state or local governmental institutions make,
enforce, and interpret laws.

● Legislative-create laws
o Congress, general assembly, city council

● Executive-enforce laws
o President, governor, mayor

● Judicial-interpret laws
o Supreme Court, state supreme courts, municipal

courts

● Sort the following structures and functions into the correct category. (federal, state,
local)

1.5 Partial understanding of the 2.0 content with major errors or gaps in 3.0 content.
Score

1.0

With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content and some
of the 3.0 content.



Congress

Grade: 9-12 Subject: Government Dates: 1/10-2/11 Text: Chapter 4

Standards
Unit Title Congress Expectation Unwrapped

Priority
Standard

9-12.GV.3.CC.C Trace the significant changes in roles, powers and
size of the three branches of government.

● Assess the changing roles of government
○ 1. philosophy
○ 2. limits
○ 3. Duties

● Explain the relevance and connection of constitutional principles in the
following documents:

○ 1. U.S. Constitution
○ 2. Federalist Papers
○ 3. Amendments to Constitution, emphasizing Bill of Rights, Key

Supreme Court decisions Marbury v. Madison, McCulloch v.
Maryland, Miranda v. Arizona, Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v.
Topeka Board of Education

9-12.GV.3.GS.C
Analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of the
three branches of government to determine how
they function and interact.

● Explain the importance of the following principles of government:
○ 1. limited government
○ 2. majority rule and minority rights
○ 3. constitution and civil rights
○ 4. checks and balances
○ 5. and the merits of the above principles

9-12.GV.3.GS.D
Describe and give examples of how the
constitutional principle of checks and balances
limits the powers of government and leaders.

● Apply the following principles of republic to historical and contemporary
issues:

○ 1. checks and balances
○ 2. separation of powers
○ 3. federalism
○ 4. representation
○ 5. popular sovereignty
○ 6. due process of law
○ 7. judicial review

9-12.GV.4.EC.A
Analyze the role that people, businesses, and
government play in taxation and spending required
to maintain the public good. ● N/A

Supporting
Standards

9-12.GV.3.EC.B
Analyze the changing roles of government in the
economy throughout United States history.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.4.CC.A
Trace the changing power relationships between
branches of the United States government over

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code



Congress
time.

9-12.GV.3.PC.A

Analyze the varying perspectives of individuals and
groups regarding the development of the American
governmental system to explain emerging divisions
and political philosophies.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.A

Create and use tools to analyze a chronological
sequence of events related to a study of
government.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.B

Explain connections between historical context and
peoples’ perspectives about government at the
time.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.D

Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling
questions about government, determine helpful
resources and consider multiple points of views
represented in the resources.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.E

Analyze the causes and consequences of a
specific issue tied to the government as well as the
challenges and opportunities faced by those trying
to address the problem.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.PC.A

Using a government lens, describe how peoples’
perspectives shaped the sources/artifacts they
created.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

*Click on standard code above to see Item Specifications from DESE and Released Items



Congress
Instructional Ideas/Notes

Assessed
on Post

Test Instructional Ideas/Prerequisite Knowledge

Priority
Standard

9-12.GV.3.CC.C Yes Instructional Notes:

9-12.GV.3.GS.C Yes

9-12.GV.3.GS.D Yes

9-12.GV.4.EC.A Yes

Learning Tasks

Task 1 Reapportionment and Gerrymandering Activity-Students work with a partner to reapportion Congressional seats and then redraw
district lines by playing the Redistricting Game.

Task 2 Nearpod: Congressional Powers-Students will complete notes over Congressional Powers by working through the Nearpod
Task 3 Nearpod: Presidential Powers-Students will complete notes over Congressional Powers by working through the Nearpod
Task 4 Icivics: Win the White House-Students will use Icivics to play the game Win the White House to understand the role of the Electoral

College and battleground states in electing the President
Task 5 Icivics: Court Quest-Students will use Icivics to play the game Court Quest to understand the difference between State and Federal

Courts, Original Jurisdiction and Appellate Jurisdiction



Congress

Key Vocabulary

adjourn bicameral recess session special session

term apportion at-large gerrymander incumbent

off-year election reapportion single-member district constituencies continuous body

delegate franking privilege partisan politico oversight function

trustee committee chairman floor leader majority leader party caucus

President of the
Senate

President Pro Tempore seniority rule Speaker of the House

conference committee joint committee select committee standing committee subcommittee

commerce powers deficit financing expressed powers implied powers inherent powers

public debt tax copyright eminent domain patent

territories appropriate consensus liberal constructionist necessary and proper
clause

strict constructionists censure impeach perjury bill

concurrent resolution discharge petition joint resolution pigeonhole quorum

resolution rider cloture filibuster pocket veto

veto



Congress

Common Assessments
CFA CFA Unit 5  Summative

Proficiency Scale
Proficiency Scale: A score of 3.0 correlates with grade-level proficiency on the priority standard.



Congress
Score Learning Goal Sample Tasks
Score
4.0

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences or applications
that go beyond what was taught. For example, the student
may:

● Students successfully write legislation, work in a
committee, and pass legislation through one house of a
mock Congress.

● Use details to support proposed legislation and get the legislation to pass through at
least one house of the mock Congress.

3.5 In addition to 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.
Score
3.0

The student exhibits no major errors or gaps in the learning
goal (complex ideas and processes).
The student will:
Students shall differentiate the unique roles and responsibilities of
the three branches of government to determine how they function
and interact. (9-12.G.3.GS.C)

● As a process, students will be able to:
o identify the roles, responsibilities, and powers of

the three branches.
o explain how each branch functions.
o apply concepts to show how the three branches

of government interact with one another.

● Write legislation and present the legislation to a mock Congress.

2.5 No major errors or gaps in 2.0 content and partial knowledge of 3.0 content.
Score
2.0

The student exhibits no major errors or gaps in the simpler
details and processes.
The student will:
Students will be able to compare the three branches of
government.

● Students will be able to sort governmental powers and
responsibilities

● Legislative-Creates laws
o Necessary and Proper clause
o Elastic clause

● Executive-Enforces laws
o Pardons
o Executive appointments
o Roles of the president

● Judicial-Interprets Laws
o Judicial review
o Federal judicial court structure

▪ Supreme
▪ Appeals
▪ District

● Identify the powers and role of Congress

1.5 Partial understanding of the 2.0 content with major errors or gaps in 3.0 content.
Score

1.0
With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content and some
of the 3.0 content.



Presidency and the Bureaucracy

Grade: 9-12 Subject: Government Dates: 2/14-3/11 Text:

Standards
Unit Title Presidency and the Bureaucracy Expectation Unwrapped

Priority
Standard

9-12.GV.3.CC.C Trace the significant changes in roles, powers and
size of the three branches of government.

● Assess the changing roles of government
○ 1. philosophy
○ 2. limits
○ 3. duties

● Explain the relevance and connection of constitutional principles in the
following documents:

○ 1. U.S. Constitution
○ 2. Federalist Papers
○ 3. Amendments to Constitution, emphasizing Bill of Rights, Key

Supreme Court decisions Marbury v. Madison, McCulloch v.
Maryland, Miranda v. Arizona, Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v.
Topeka Board of Education

9-12.GV.3.GS.C
Analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of the
three branches of government to determine how
they function and interact.

● Explain the importance of the following principles of government:
○ 1. limited government
○ 2. majority rule and minority rights
○ 3. constitution and civil rights
○ 4. checks and balances
○ 5. and the merits of the above principles

9-12.GV.3.GS.D
Describe and give examples of how the
constitutional principle of checks and balances
limits the powers of government and leaders.

● Apply the following principles of republic to historical and contemporary
issues:

○ 1. checks and balances
○ 2. separation of powers
○ 3. federalism
○ 4. representation
○ 5. popular sovereignty
○ 6. due process of law
○ 7. judicial review

Supporting
Standards

9-12.GV.3.EC.B
Analyze the changing roles of government in the
economy throughout United States history.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.4.CC.A

Trace the changing power relationships between
branches of the United States government over
time.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.4.EC.A

Analyze the role that people, businesses, and
government play in taxation and spending required
to maintain the public good.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code



Presidency and the Bureaucracy

9-12.GV.4.GS.C

Compare the various processes pertaining to the
selection of political leaders at the federal, state,
and local level.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.A

Create and use tools to analyze a chronological
sequence of events related to a study of
government.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.B

Explain connections between historical context and
peoples’ perspectives about government at the
time.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.D

Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling
questions about government, determine helpful
resources and consider multiple points of views
represented in the resources.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.G.A

Create and use maps and other graphic
representations in order to explain relationships
and reveal patterns or trends about government.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.PC.A

Using a government lens, describe how peoples’
perspectives shaped the sources/artifacts they
created.

*Click on standard code above to see Item Specifications from DESE and Released Items

Instructional Ideas/Notes
Assessed
on Post

Test Instructional Ideas/Prerequisite Knowledge

Priority
Standard

9-12.GV.3.CC.C Yes Instructional Notes:

9-12.GV.3.GS.C Yes

9-12.GV.3.GS.D Yes



Presidency and the Bureaucracy
Learning Tasks

Task 1 How a bill gets passed into law-Working in collaborative groups students will complete a PBL on how a bill becomes law.  The task
will be broken into several smaller activities to fully understand all of the steps required to pass a bill. All government students will
be involved in writing bills, serving on committees and voting on bills.

Task 2 The Presidency in Action-A nearpod will be conducted over the growth of presidential powers, students will then work in
collaborative groups to create a weekly address over a randomly selected current event issue (ie. terrorism, financial situation,
mass shootings, immigration, healthcare, foreign relations).

Task 3 Bureaucracy-Students will complete a nearpod on Bureaucracy and create a classroom bureaucracy. Students will debate the size
of the government.



Presidency and the Bureaucracy
Key Vocabulary

chief administrator chief citizen chief executive chief diplomat chief legislator

chief of party chief of state commander in chief balance the ticket presidential
succession

electoral college electoral vote presidential elector caucus keynote address

national convention platform presidential primary proportional
representation

winner-take-all

battleground state swing voter bureaucracy
bureaucrat

executive article imperial presidency

executive order ordinance power executive privilege treaty executive agreement

recognition pocket veto line-item veto reprieve pardon

commutation fiscal policy progressive tax administration Executive office of the
President

federal budget fiscal year domestic affairs civilian secretary

attorney general independent agency civil service patronage spoils system

draft payroll tax regressive tax excise tax estate tax

deficit surplus demand-side
economics

supply-side economics public debt

entitlement continuing spending inflation deflation recession

monetary policy



Presidency and the Bureaucracy

Common Assessments
CFA CFA Unit 6  Summative



Presidency and the Bureaucracy
Proficiency Scale
Proficiency Scale: A score of 3.0 correlates with grade-level proficiency on the priority standard.

Score Learning Goal Sample Tasks
Score
4.0

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences or
applications that go beyond what was taught. For
example, the student may:

● Students can critique modern events to
determine which branch and power is being
expressed.

● Students will evaluate the success and failures of the current President.

3.5 In addition to 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.
Score
3.0

The student exhibits no major errors or gaps in the
learning goal (complex ideas and processes).
The student will:
Students shall differentiate the unique roles and
responsibilities of the three branches of government to
determine how they function and interact.
(9-12.G.3.GS.C)

● As a process, students will be able to:
○ identify the roles, responsibilities, and

powers of the three branches.
○ explain how each branch functions.
○ apply concepts to show how the three

branches of government interact with
one another.

● Students will participate in a Presidential power simulation to solve a
critical problem.

2.5 No major errors or gaps in 2.0 content and partial knowledge of 3.0 content.
Score
2.0

The student exhibits no major errors or gaps in the simpler
details and processes.
The student will:
Students will be able to compare the three branches of
government.

● Students will be able to sort governmental
powers and responsibilities

● Legislative-Creates laws
○ Necessary and Proper clause
○ Elastic clause

● Students will pass a quiz identifying the various roles of the President



Presidency and the Bureaucracy
● Executive-Enforces laws

○ Pardons
○ Executive appointments
○ Roles of the president

● Judicial-Interprets Laws
○ Judicial review
○ Federal judicial court structure

■ Supreme
■ Appeals
■ District

1.5 Partial understanding of the 2.0 content with major errors or gaps in 3.0 content.
Score

1.0
With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content and
some of the 3.0 content.



Judiciary and Civil Liberties/Rights

Grade: 9-12 Subject: Government Dates: 3/21-4/29 Text:

Standards
Unit Title Judiciary and Civil Liberties/Rights Expectation Unwrapped

Priority
Standard

9-12.GV.3.GS.C
Analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of
the three branches of government to determine
how they function and interact.

● Explain the importance of the following principles of government:
○ 1. limited government
○ 2. majority rule and minority rights
○ 3. constitution and civil rights
○ 4. checks and balances
○ 5. and the merits of the above principles

9-12.GV.3.GS.D
Describe and give examples of how the
constitutional principle of checks and balances
limits the powers of government and leaders.

● Apply the following principles of republic to historical and contemporary
issues:

○ 1. checks and balances
○ 2. separation of powers
○ 3. federalism
○ 4. representation
○ 5. popular sovereignty
○ 6. due process of law
○ 7. judicial review

9-12.GV.3.GS.E

Explain how the Bill of Rights and subsequent
amendments limit the power of government,
protect individual liberty, and provide for equality
under the law.

● Explain the relevance and connection of constitutional principles in the
following documents:

○ 1. U.S. Constitution
○ 2. Federalist Papers
○ 3. Amendments to Constitution, emphasizing Bill of Rights, Key

Supreme Court decisions Marbury v. Madison, McCulloch v.
Maryland, Miranda v. Arizona, Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v.
Topeka Board of Education

9-12.GV.3.PC.B
Evaluate the intended and unintended impact of
government decision-making on individuals,
groups, and society.

● Predict the consequences that can occur when:
○ 1. institutions fail to meet the needs of individuals and groups
○ 2. individuals fail to carry out their personal responsibilities

9-12.GV.4.CC.A
Trace the changing power relationships between
branches of the United States government over
time. ● N/A

9-12.GV.4.CC.B

Analyze changing ideals regarding an “active
judiciary,” an “active legislature” and an “active
executive branch” in the United States
government over time. ● N/A

9-12.GV.3.CC.C
Trace the significant changes in roles, powers
and size of the three branches of government.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code



Judiciary and Civil Liberties/Rights

Supporting
Standards

9-12.GV.4.PC.D

Predict the consequences that occur when
institutions fail to meet the needs of individuals
and groups, and when individuals fail to carry out
their personal responsibilities.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.A

Create and use tools to analyze a chronological
sequence of events related to a study of
government.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.B

Explain connections between historical context
and peoples’ perspectives about government at
the time.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.D

Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling
questions about government, determine helpful
resources and consider multiple points of views
represented in the resources.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.E

Analyze the causes and consequences of a
specific issue tied to the government as well as
the challenges and opportunities faced by those
trying to address the problem.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.GS.A

Analyze laws, policies, and processes to
determine how governmental systems affect
individuals and groups in society.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.PC.A

Using a government lens, describe how peoples’
perspectives shaped the sources/artifacts they
created.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.PC.B

Examine the origins and impact of social
structures and stratification on societies, and
relationships between peoples and governments.

*Click on standard code above to see Item Specifications from DESE and Released Items



Judiciary and Civil Liberties/Rights

Instructional Ideas/Notes
Assesse
d on Post

Test Instructional Ideas/Prerequisite Knowledge

Priority
Standard

9-12.GV.3.GS.C Yes

Assessment Information:
●

Instructional Notes:
●

9-12.GV.3.GS.D Yes

9-12.GV.3.GS.E Yes

9-12.GV.3.PC.B Yes

9-12.GV.4.CC.A Yes

9-12.GV.4.CC.B Yes

Learning Tasks

Task 1 Selective Incorporation-A nearpod will guide students to understanding selective incorporation
Task 2 Freedom of Religion-Working in collaborative groups students will solve a scenario involving religion and the selective incorporation
Task 3 Freedom of Speech and Press-Students will complete the DBQ over online speech
Task 4 Freedom vs Security-Students will prepare for and complete a socratic seminar over the issue of freedom vs security including isues of 2nd

Amendment, terrorism, right to life
Task 5 Rights of the accused-Students will analyze the Gideon case to understand the impact on society and the need for a fair due process.
Task 6 Diversity and Discrimination-Data Analysis over issues of diversity and discrimination in American society.
Task 7 14th Amendment-Students will complete a nearpod over the 14th Amendment and strict scrutiny
Task 8 Moot Court Case-Working in collaborative groups students will conduct a moot trial over civil rights and civil liberties



Judiciary and Civil Liberties/Rights

Key Vocabulary

Appellate jurisdiction Concurrent jurisdiction defendant Inferior courts jurisdiction

Judicial activism Judicial restraint Original jurisdiction precedent Civil case

Criminal case brief Concurring opinion Dissenting opinion Majority opinion

Writ of certiorari court-martial redress Due process Police power

Search warrant Involuntary servitude discrimination Probable cause Exclusionary rule

Writ of habeas corpus Ex post facto law Grand jury Double jeopardy Miranda rule

bail Capital punishment treason Bill of Rights Civil liberties

Civil rights Due process clause Process of
incorporation

Establishment clause Free exercise clause

parochial libel slander sedition Prior restraint

Shield law Symbolic speech assemble petition Civil disobedience

Content neutral Right of association immigrant reservation refugee

Rational basis test Strict scrutiny test separate-but-equal De jure De facto

Affirmative action quota Reverse discrimination Jus soli Jus sanguinis

naturalization alien expatriation deportation



Judiciary and Civil Liberties/Rights

Common Assessments
Unit 1 Pretest CFA CFA Unit 1  Summative

Proficiency Scale
Proficiency Scale: A score of 3.0 correlates with grade-level proficiency on the priority standard.

Score Learning Goal Sample Tasks
Score
4.0

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences or
applications that go beyond what was taught. For
example, the student may:

● Students can critic modern events to determine
which branch and power is being expressed.

● Students will successfully participate in a Moot Court redernering a
decision on current cases on the Court’s docket using their knowledge
of civil rights and liberties.

3.5 In addition to 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.
Score
3.0

The student exhibits no major errors or gaps in the
learning goal (complex ideas and processes).
The student will:

Students shall differentiate the unique roles and
responsibilities of the three branches of government to
determine how they function and interact.
(9-12.G.3.GS.C)

● As a process, students will be able to:
○ identify the roles, responsibilities, and

powers of the three branches.
○ explain how each branch functions.
○ apply concepts to show how the three

branches of government interact with
one another.

● Students will participate in a March Madness of Supreme Court cases
researching and arguing the importance of the Supreme Court decision
compared to other cases.

2.5 No major errors or gaps in 2.0 content and partial knowledge of 3.0 content.
Score
2.0

The student exhibits no major errors or gaps in the simpler
details and processes.
The student will:

● Students will pass a Chapter quiz identifying key terms for the Judicial
branch.



Judiciary and Civil Liberties/Rights
Students will be able to compare the three branches of
government.

● Students will be able to sort governmental
powers and responsibilities

● Legislative-Creates laws
○ Necessary and Proper clause
○ Elastic clause

● Executive-Enforces laws
○ Pardons
○ Executive appointments
○ Roles of the president

● Judicial-Interprets Laws
○ Judicial review
○ Federal judicial court structure

■ Supreme
■ Appeals
■ District

1.5 Partial understanding of the 2.0 content with major errors or gaps in 3.0 content.
Score

1.0
With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content and
some of the 3.0 content.



Comparative Government

Grade: 9-12 Subject: Government Dates: 5/2-5/27 Text:

Standards
Unit Title Comparative Government Expectation Unwrapped

Priority
Standard

9-12.GV.2.CC.D

Compare and contrast the structure and function
of democratic governments and authoritarian
governments, noting their impact on people,
groups and societies.

● Students will be able to differentiate the effect that democratic governments
and authoritarian governments have on peoples’ freedoms, protections, and
civic participation. Students will sort or categorize various government types
and systems based on their primary function.

○ Democratic governments-rely on the will of the people for authority
and decision-making

○ Authoritarian governments-rely on the power inherent in the
government to justify itself, limiting the role of citizens

9-12.GV.1.CC.C

Develop a research plan, identify appropriate
resources for investigating social studies topics,
and create and present a research product which
applies an aspect of government to a
contemporary issue.

● The student will apply an aspect of government to explain or argue a
contemporary issue:

1. Pose a compelling central question.
2. Explain how the question builds on the ideas of experts.
3. Use specific supporting questions grounded in expert ideas.
4. Identify additional questions related to the central question.
5. Consult multiple significant sources of various types.
6. Critique the strengths and weaknesses of other ideas.
7. Apply an appropriate discipline lens to explain or argue in a
precise nuanced way.
8. Plan and deliver a presentation based on task, audience, and
purpose.
9. Make strategic use of multimedia presentations

Supporting
Standards

9-12.GV.1.CC.A

Create and use tools to analyze a chronological
sequence of events related to a study of
government.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.B

Explain connections between historical context
and peoples’ perspectives about government at
the time.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.CC.D

Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling
questions about government, determine helpful
resources and consider multiple points of views
represented in the resources.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

9-12.GV.1.PC.A

Using a government lens, describe how peoples’
perspectives shaped the sources/artifacts they
created.

Listed on the item specification linked to the standard’s code

*Click on standard code above to see Item Specifications from DESE and Released Items



Comparative Government
Instructional Ideas/Notes

Assessed
on Post

Test Instructional Ideas/Prerequisite Knowledge

Priority
Standard

9-12.GV.2.CC.D Yes
Instructional Notes:

9-12.GV.1.CC.C Yes

Learning Tasks

Key Vocabulary

Common Assessments
Unit 1 Pretest CFA CFA Unit 1  Summative

Proficiency Scale


