
What is Assessment for Learning? 
by Dr. Anne Davies 
 
The purpose of classroom assessment is to support student learning and to 
communicate that learning to others. In order to support student learning, 
classroom assessment needs to involve students deeply in the assessment 
process, provide specific, descriptive feedback during the learning, and include 
evaluative feedback as required to communicate and report progress over time. 
This helps build a shared language that everyone can use to describe growth 
and learning. 
 
There are several essential elements of the classroom assessment process 
that supports student learning. To ensure success for all learners, especially 
those who struggle, students need to know what they already know, what 
needs to be learned and what success looks like. Students also need to learn 
how to guide their own learning through being involved in setting and using 
criteria, giving themselves feedback for learning (self-assessment), setting 
goals, collecting evidence and communicating that evidence of learning to 
others. 
 
In order to communicate learning meaningfully to a variety of stakeholders, 
teachers involve students in collecting and organizing a broad range of 
evidence or proof of learning. Further, as teachers review evidence of learning 
from three different sources (observations of students engaged in learning, 
conversations with students about their learning, and reviewing their products 
(i.e. notebooks, tests, quizzes, projects, assignments, electronic data), they 
compare each student's learning not to other students but to the learning 
destination. This requires that teachers not only understand what students need 
to know and do but that they understand the level of quality appropriate for the 
course or grade level. 
 
When students are engaged in the assessment process, they learn to self-
monitor their way to success. As Rick Stiggins says, "Students can hit any 
target that they know about and holds still for them." Teachers achieve deep 
student involvement through assessment activities that provide assessment 
data and help students understand what is important and what quality looks 
like. 

	  
	  



	  
 

               0, 1, 2, or 3?? 
 
 
 
 
Using the Assessment for Learning approach to grading, work 
in my classroom will be collected and graded as follows: 

 
• Most all assignments will be submitted to me in electronic 

form 
 

• Students will receive a score of 0, 1, 2, or 3 points 
 
0 points=Assignment was not submitted for grading 
 
1 point=Assignment was submitted with many errors  
 
2 points=Assignment was submitted with a few errors 
or incomplete 
 
3 points=Assignment was submitted with no errors 

	  
	  


