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Diversity is 
our strength. 
 In Fall 2019, Waynesville R-VI students were
asked to answer questions about what diversity
means to them. This book, published in early
2020, contains just a small sampling of their
answers, along with additional writing
submissions and artwork. In some cases, an
article or artwork may have been abbreviated
to fit the space. A special thanks to the
volunteers who helped make this book possible.

- The Diversity Committee of the 
Waynesville R-VI School District

 



We are
different; 
we are the
same

Artwork at left by East Elementary student. Artwork at right by Williams Early Childhood students. 
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I accept you
BY MIRANDA MURRAY, WAYNESVILLE CAREER CENTER 

EVEN THOUGH I’M FROM A SMALL TOWN
I ACCEPT YOU. 

LIKE K-POP, AMERICAN JAZZ, POP, OR ANY OTHER MUSIC 
I ACCEPT YOU.

YOUR ETHNICITY IS FROM KOREA, JAPAN, OR THE AMERICAS 
I ACCEPT YOU. 

YOUR SKIN COLOR IS WHITE, BLACK, OR TAN 
I ACCEPT YOU. 

PLAY VIDEO GAMES OR DON’T 
I ACCEPT YOU. 

SO NO MATTER WHAT MUSIC YOU PREFER, 
WHAT ETHNICITY YOU ARE,

NO MATTER THE COLOR OF YOUR SKIN, 
I ACCEPT YOU.
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Artwork by Lea Lenhart

Many
Tigers,
one
roar. 

Poppins Bold 8
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How do students in your school treat
other students that are different from
them?
All students are different in one way
or another. Some students have blue
eyes, green eyes, brown eyes, dark
skin, light skin. All students are
unique. Almost never at Partridge, a
student will get bullied because of
how the teachers tell students how to
make a bully stop. I see students
admire each other’s differences. I
see students give and receive
compliments, sometimes students will
give compliments back and forth.
These are some, only some, of the
ways that students treat each other.

- Alli B., Partridge Elementary

Artwork by East Elementary students.
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One thing I’m proud of is the amazing food! My
mom is from Africa and nowadays, she makes
Somalian food all the time. It’s delicious!
Another reason is traveling to see family. A
lot of my mom’s side of the family lives in
Canada or Africa so when we plan to visit, it’s
a really big deal! It’s really cool, too, to
see what it’s like to be in another Country.
Lastly, learning a new language. When I try to
learn my mom’s language, it’s really hard to
do; Consider the fact that my mom moved to
America in 5th grade, at a completely different
country where she didn’t know how to speak
English. That is what makes me proud of my
family and culture.

- Maliya, Partridge Elementary

What makes you proud about your family or your culture?

Artwork by Austin, East Elementary

I think it is important to learn about other people’s families
and cultures because it can help you understand the other
person’s reasoning for things.  If you learn about other
people’s families and cultures you learn what type of things
offend them and you know what to say and what not to say to
them.  If you learn about other people’s families and cultures
you know and understand that person better.

 Anelys, Partridge Elementary Page 5



Freedom to learn
about cultures

Artwork by Freedom Elementary students.

What I appreciate about the people
different than me are usually the
person has traveled to a ton of places
that I could only dream of going to!
They also have amazing art styles or
just styles in general. Even though
they are different than me, I at least
have a couple of things in common with
them or hope I do. I also appreciate
how outgoing and fun they are! Some are
shy, but they have cool stories from
where they are from, so I usually don’t
get bored. They have amazing food,
religion and much, much more! These are
some reasons of why I personally
appreciate people different from me. 

- Ellyia B., Waynesville Sixth 
Grade Center
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Traditions
& beliefs
 

 I appreciate a lot of things about
people that are different than me.

For one thing, I appreciate that

they are different. I appreciate

their beliefs and disbeliefs. I

think that you shouldn’t be

unappreciative that someone is

different. I appreciate their

culture, family, even their

history. Why wouldn’t you

appreciate them? You wouldn’t like

it if someone didn’t appreciate

you. Be respectful. Even to

someone different. 

- Morgan, Wood Elementary
Artwork by Wood Elementary students.
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Something
 that mak
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 from a d

ifferent

country, 
so my mot

her had a
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t way of

raising u
s. We als

o ate dif
ferent fo

od and

spoke in 
another l

anguage. 
In my cul

ture, we

go to dif
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s. I’m pr

oud of my

family be
cause we 

get lots 
of praise

s for

being suc
h a kind 

family. M
y mother 

and fathe
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are also 
getting b

etter at 
learning 

English.

It’s fun 
for my si
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English. 
... I hop
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e will be
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be proud 
of their 
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nd respec

t other

people’s 
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Waynesvil
le Sixth 

Grade Cen
ter

WHAT MAK
ES YOU P

ROUD ABO
UT

YOUR FAM
ILY OR Y

OUR CULT
URE?

The thing that I am proud about my
family is that we have some Egyptian
background. I get this from my dad who
is half Egyptian which makes me aquarter Egyptian. We have two or three
pictures that are from Egypt, I think,
and then my dad’s dad (who is entirely
Egyptian) painted two pictures hung on
our walls too! We don’t celebrateanything but that’s fine. 

- Anna M, Thayer Elementary

Above left, Freedom Elementary students 
learned about diverse cultures during their
Cultural Fair . 
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I appreciate that people are not a carbon copy of each

other. If we were all the same, no one would be able to think

outside the box or show others new things. Our different cultures,

race, and religion is what makes us human. We can all try diverse

foods and traditions, thanks to one another. Everything would be

bland and routine if no one was different. It doesn’t even mean

culture or tradition, it can also be small things like getting your

hair dyed or having an odd interest/hobby. In conclusion, we all

learn new things from each other. 

- Abigail A., Waynesville Sixth Grade Center

No
carbon
copies

Cadynce R., 6thAubrey F., 6th Caiden F., 6th TyShawn, 6th Samantha G., 6th 
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To begin, I love my culture because it is
strong and powerful. Also in fact, it was
the strongest nation. So, it all began with
one kid named Temüjin; his dad got killed by
a different nation and since then Temüjin
was devoted to defeat the other nation that
killed his dad. So, years passed; he was
like 20 years old and his wife got kidnapped
and he followed them. Since he knew where
they were, he made a Mongolian army, so he
trained his army to be the best so he raided
his enemy’s base and won the battle. So now
he became Genghis Khan. So he kept winning
battles so he formed a nation; then, he
formed an empire called Mongolia. So he kept
conquering new kingdoms till he wasunstoppable. Since he conquered a lot of
kingdoms, his empire grew bigger and bigger
until it was the biggest empire – bigger
than Europe, China, and even Russia!Finally, that’s why I love my culture.- Yesu, Wood Elementary

Cultural awareness
Artwork by Wood Elementary students
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I appreciate that different people can teach me new things and have me

do things that are normal for them, but special for us. People who are

different from the rest can teach us things that we may love and never

even know about until then. I believe that people that are different

can add something positive to our community and to see things

differently. They may even be able to give us new vocabulary or have

us celebrate new holidays. They could help us make new things. We

could teach them new things as well. Communities that are wild and

colorful are just like the best garden, and I hope that people will

welcome different people because could make a change in our lives.

- Peyton J. Waynesville Sixth Grade Center

 

My grandpa is in the Army.
He is a veteran. (See
drawing above.) I always
feel safe around him. He’s
been in the Army for a
long time. We have
traditions in my family.
We always pray before we
go to bed and eat.

-Chloe P., Thayer
Elementary

 

 

Artwork in background by Freedom Elementary student
Page 11



SPIDERS, HEIGHTS, DARKNESS, SNAKES
SIMPLE, EASY, COMMON FEARS

 
CLAUSTROPHOBIA, ARACHNOPHOBIA,
CATAGELOPHOBIA, GLOSSOPHOBIA

IDEAS, CONSTRUCTS, MODERN PROBLEMS
 

IMPERFECTION, FAILURE, LONELINESS, PAIN
SHARED IDEAS, HIDDEN THOUGHTS

 
GLOBALLY, NATIONALLY, LOCALLY SHARED

MOCKED, ACCEPTED, HATED, LOVED
ALL HAVE TO DEAL WITH THEM

ALL CAN BE OVERCOME.

Fears
 
By Shaelynn Standifird, Waynesville Career Center

Above, artwork by East
Elementary student and below

by Lucy D, East Elementary



I am proud of my family because I come from the
ancient family of the Dragon King who was the first
emperor of China. Also, because two of China’s
traditions are archery and horseback riding. My
favorite thing about my family is that China
invented a strong type of bow called the Umi. China
also has a tradition of riding on a horse while
shooting a bow and arrow. I am half Chinese and
half Italian. China also was famous for making
clothes made of silk. I like studying about Egypt.
My most favorite topic about it is the Egyptian
gods, like Ra, Anubis, Horus, Osirus and Aten Ra.
(There’s actually 1000’s of more gods.)

- Dante Z., Thayer Elementary

A
rtw

ork by D
ante Z., Thayer 
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I love my culture
because I am English
and Spanish. My mom is
in the Army and that is
what makes me proud! I
love, love, love, love,
love, love my family. 

- River R., Wood
Elementary

Artwork at left by River R. and at right by Jenna G, Thayer Elementary



Valuable lessons
As a leader in my own right, I prize
the diversity of my team. As a student
at a diverse school, the importance of
this question cannot be understated. I
believe that those who differ from me,
whether it be ethnically, financially
or academically, provide valuable
perspective. The way I view the world
will always be different from that of
others, making it crucial for me to
educate myself on the perspective of
others who are different from me. I
believe a substantial knowledge of the
people around me make me a preferable
asset to have on a team. To have an
understanding of what makes a person
different than you is a far stronger
bond than that of an understanding of
what makes a person the same.  Many
have a fear of this unknown, but I
choose to embrace it.

- Ryan Rolshouse, Waynesville 
Middle School

What I appreciate about people that are different from
me is that you don’t want anyone like you.  Being the
same people would not be cool. Every soul is different.
You think one extra person that’s like you is cool? I
don’t, because the more the people, the more hard work.
That’s why you should appreciate who you are.

- Mariyah, Partridge Elementary

I come from a mother who grew up in the big city and
a father who grew up in the backwoods of West
Virginia. I come from a mother who graduated from
college with a master's in education and a father
who barely made it through high school. I come from
a line of Czech and Native Americans. I come from a
mother who helps children start their career and a
father who didn’t have any help. I am from not a
place, but the people who have shaped me. I am made
of characteristics of my parents. I am the best
qualities of them but still have my flaws. I am
human. No matter the color, ethnicity or belief...I
am human. No matter where I came from, I am human.
And I am here, no matter what others say. Why can’t
we all be here?
 

- Dustin Myers, Waynesville Career Center 
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            What makes me proud 
        of my culture is because it 
     is different from other people. 
   Because if everybody had the exact same it 
would be boring. And you couldn’t learn about 
other people’s culture, like Darren. Darren was
born in Colorado and has a mom born in the
Philippines. ... My family’s culture is also unique
because we go and visit grandpa, grandma, uncle,
nana, pop, and aunt. Sometimes my family visit 
us instead. Sometimes we don’t visit because we
live 12 hours away from them, which makes me sad.
My grandpa and grandma bring presents all the time
when it is a holiday or our birthday. Also my nana
and pop always cooks turkey, ham, eggs and other
thanksgiving foods. One last thing which makes me
proud is where I live. Nowhere in the world I would
want to be right now. My friends, my teachers, my
community is all wonderful. Also I love my school a
lot. Yeah it is not a big school, but it is
friendly, helpful and very positive. Like I said
there is nowhere I’d rather be than here. 
 Where I live is great, I’d rather 
  not leave this community ever. My 
  culture is the greatest culture in 
   my opinion. My family and I get 
    along with each other. ... I have 
    the best family in the world. 
      And I hope you do too.
                  - Aaden P., 
                    Thayer Elementary

Artwork at left by Aaden P.,
Thayer Elementary, and

artwork behind by America
A.,Thayer Elementary 

 
 
 
 Diversity is where we’re different, not
everyone the same, we respect each other,
no matter who you are, we love each other
no matter what, although we may not like
each other, WE ALL SHARE THE SAME THING! 
 We all are a team, if someone is 
  different, don’t stand there, and wait,
   take the stand, and get your gait, 
     WE ALL ARE DIFFERENT IN OUR OWN WAY!

 
- Alandria, Freedom Elementary

 
       

   Diversity makes us different. It makes 
   us who we are. So dig deep, and you 
   will find, That you can be a star. 
    Diversity makes me, me. So look inside 
     and you will see, That you can be you 
       and I can be me.

-Kaitlyn, Freedom Elementary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



People who are different than me often are
the closest to me. Being military and moving
around often allows you to meet all kinds of
people. You can also unite people together
and create a group of close bonded friends. I
really appreciate how much you learn from
people different than you and how they can
bring out a different side in you. They can
also introduce you to things you really enjoy
or things to try. I admire how close you can
be to someone the opposite of you. If
everyone was the same, you’d never learn
something new. And with how diverse our world
is, you learn things every day, which is why
I really appreciate those who are different
from me.

- Ariel Golinghorst, 
Waynesville Middle School

Different = closest

Artwork by Brynn Rosario, Waynesville Middle School
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I think we should have more diverse superheroes because it takes 
more than one person to get the job done. First of all, what is
diversity? Diversity to me is how people are different, how they
think, where they come from, etc. I’m going to take the Avengers 
for an example. The Avengers’ goal is to protect the Earth at all
costs, and there are six of them. All six are very diverse, and 
yet, they still get the job done. First, there is Iron Man with 
the brains and technology. Second, there is Captain America, the
leader and the voice of the team. Then, there is Hulk and Thor, the
strongest and the most powerful. Lastly, there is Black Widow and
Hawkeye, the organizers of the team. These six are diverse and still
get the job done. Superheroes don’t always have to be about the comics
and all that. People in real life can be heroes, for example, LeBron
James. LeBron James came from Akron, Ohio, and was very poor. He lived
with his mom and had to go through all of the struggles in his life
without his father. But today, he’s an inspiration and hero to others.
He opened up his own school in his hometown to provide kids with a
free education, free supplies, and many other things. He’s helped many
lives. Heroes do need to be diverse, but it doesn’t matter where
you’ve come from, your race, or gender. You can be a hero.

- Adrian Villanueva, Waynesville Middle School

More than one

Artwork by Makaylah Hurd, Waynesville Middle School
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I am proud about my culture because

my culture takes place on an island

called the Kingdom of Tonga. The

place has a different language that I

really want to learn about. There is

a dance that you will see at

weddings. The place is beautiful. The

food is also delicious.

- Pualani A., Thayer Elementary
Page 18

Artwork at
left by

Freedom
Elementary
students.

Artwork above by Makayla S.,Freedom Elementary



Go outside
your bubble

... Everything and everyone is
diverse. Nothing in the world is

exactly the same. We need
uniqueness in our society because
it’s healthy for us to go outside

our “bubble” and experience
something new. Whether leaving
that “bubble” is traveling

someplace new or even trying food
from a different culture.
Diversity helps us to 

be inspired and to be educated.
Diversity is necessary 

in our society.
- Makenzie Gibbs, Waynesville 

High School
 

I think it is important to learn 
about other people’s families and 

cultures.  Other families and cultures might 
have different ways of doing things. For example,
in other cultures might have a way of making all

kinds of food. Other cultures may speak a different
language so they can teach other people their

language. Different cultures and families may know
facts then other families. Other families can help

everyone learn more about their culture. For
example, there is a famous person someone wants to

know about but only someone from a different
culture of family may know of or heard about the
person. Other cultures and families can help make
some things become better. Different families may
have a better way or special tricks on growing
crops or plants. Another way they can help is

having a better way to raise animals. Also help you
have a better farm.  Learning about other people’s

families and cultures can be very 
helpful and fun in all sorts of ways.

- Sophia, 
Partridge Elementary
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Artwork  by Morgan Perryman, 
Waynesville High School  

... Diversity is important in many regards, as 
seeing the point of view of others can be a very valuable
asset in any instance. Many businesses will hire a diverse
group of people, as these groups tend to see more points
of view and can broaden the spectrum of consumers for
whatever their business may be. On the flip side, it pays
to have a diverse group of consumers because that means
more and more people will support your business. In order
to do so, you must not only have a diverse group by race
or religion but by values. Many people were brought up in
different situations. These can make for interesting views
on issues, especially as you have more and more people
with a diverse outlook on life. It is important to respect
those around you in a diverse area or setting. Just
because you dislike something about a person’s race or
culture or beliefs does not mean you must disrespect these
things. Respecting the differences of others is the first
step in truly becoming diverse. Maybe you’ll find
something in their culture that you enjoy or become
interested in their type of entertainment. Being diverse
as a person with that mindset is a great way to discover
new things outside your comfort zone. ... 

- Jared Hyatt, Waynesville High School 

Points of view
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... As an American citizen, diversity is especially
important to me. America is a melting pot of cultures and
peoples, and that is what makes us unique and what gives
us strength. The American power comes from the men and
women who serve, despite not agreeing with some people
about who should lead us or what we should do on each
issue. Diversity is important, but the strength to look
past diversity and see humanity as a collective whole, the
strength to look past your own prejudices and beliefs, is
what makes us special. ... In the end, all I can say is
that diversity is the core of humanity. It is through
diversity that we live, that we dream, that we are.  May
it never fade away.

Sarah Hilburgh, Waynesville High School

I appreciate that everyone can
be friends with me and not
argue about a little problem.
It makes happy when people
help one another without being
asked. Sharing, being kind to
each other, having fun – even
though we are all different.
It is fun being different and
it doesn’t matter if you’re
different, you can always be
anyone’s friend. You should
always be a good friend! If I
didn’t like candy and Mrs.
Wilhelm did, well, we could
still be friends. The best
part about being different is
no matter how small, no matter
how big, you can always be
friends no matter what. But
true friends have kindness,
tell the truth, have fun, care
about one another, share,
think about each other, make
things for everyone, respect
each other, and love who you
and others are for who they
are.

 
- Gia, Wood Elementary

Artwork by 
Danielle D., 

 East
Elementary
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Whether it’s their appearance, attitude, how they walk, or how they talk, people will always
be different. Nobody is ever going to be the same as you, they’ll be different in their own
way. Meeting divergent people could give you a chance to learn more about a certain culture
or religion, ideas, disability, and how they’re all contrasting from your own. There are
many reasons to appreciate someone apart from you. They, in a way, force you to behave and
think in a different way. I have to step out of my comfort zone to work, understand, and try
something new. Same on their part too, meeting someone who appreciates what others might
view as wrong because it's different may serve as a comfort to that person. 
 
I personally love to meet new people and view our differences as something to bring us
closer together, and it keeps me open-minded and curious. Choosing to open my heart and
understand somebody’s life helps to put me in a space where I’m able to learn and grow from
people who are seemingly so different. I live in a town with a military base where there are
people from different backgrounds, races, religions, and beliefs. It allows me to meet all
sorts of people from all different backgrounds. I appreciate how people who are different
act and how they accept things. It makes me happy to see that they are confident in their
differences and they are trying their best, not letting anything affect them. Sometimes
people may put them down because they’re different, but it only helps to strengthen their
walls if they are able to understand that criticism to them should not matter. They’re
positively and perfectly unique and special in their own way and that’s okay. I also
appreciate that people are different from me as a whole. It’s a breath of fresh air to
experience something new and unlike myself or my current circle. I get to step into a world
I didn’t know I could be apart of, and I get to learn more. Regardless of differences, I
believe everyone should appreciate and accept everyone else. 

- Olivia Evans, Waynesville High SchoolBr
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...If the world can accept us for who we
are, then we should be able to accept
everyone for who they are, who they
were, and who they will become. Learning
about other cultures is how we all can
get along and be able to respect each
and every person and race. Without a
difference or challenge, life would not
be interesting. Difference should never
be bad, it should always be welcomed.
Learning about different types of
cultures can improve our health and
well-being. It can even help you improve
your life and see different perspectives
of the world. Just a reminder, different
is good, and we are all struggling.
Racism could be solved if we all just
took some time out of our lives being
educated about different races and
customs and learn how to accept these
people into our lives. Learning about
different cultures will save you in the
long run and could help you receive a
brighter future.

-Maria Cichocki, 
Waynesville High School.

Artwork by Alexia Shea, Waynesville High School

Page 23 



Artwork above by East Elementary students 

Artwork above by Partridge
 Elementary students 
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Parting thoughts 

 

...Why do I appreciate people who are different? I appreciate
people who are different because they were never afraid to be able
to stand up and say “This is me, and no one is changing that.” I
personally struggled with finding who I was at a young age, but
when I finally did, I became the happiest person with myself and
my peers because I noticed that it’s okay to be yourself because
there are people who will love you just the same when you are
being who you truly are. People who they call “different” 

helped shape me into the person that I am today, and 
I could never be more thankful to them. So, now that 
we have come to an end, I would like to point out 
that it is okay to be yourself, and that there 

will be people who will love you for who 
you are, so never change who you are 

because someone wants you to 
because YOU ARE LOVED!
- Mariah Ferraro, 

Waynesville High School

Artwork by Kylie G., Partridge 

Artwork by Partridge 
Elementary student



LET'S WORK TOGETHER.

Diversity unites us. 

The Diversity Committee of the
Waynesville R-VI School District 
Dr. Elizabeth Washington, Chair
200 Fleetwood Drive
Waynesville, MO 65583
www.waynesville.k12.mo.us


