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Wish comes true for WHS graduate

More than anything else, Cameron
Reed wanted to graduate from
Waynesville High School and on Oct.
6, 2021, his wish came true.
With the WHS band playing
“Pomp and Circumstance,” Cameron
marched down the center aisle of the
auditorium wearing his cap and gown
as his fellow seniors clapped and
cheered.
Prior to Cameron’s arrival, Dr. Jason
Whitt, WHS principal, explained
to the Class of 2022 that this would
be a celebration. Whitt encouraged
cheering and clapping, and the WHS
seniors exceeded expectations with
a standing ovation for Cameron who
has been battling cancer since his
freshman year of high school.
“It was a big deal for him to make
it to graduation,” said Darlene Reed,
Cameron’s mother. “His therapist and
the school got together to make sure
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Tiger Festival of Nations to be held Friday, Oct. 15
Waynesville R-VI students, staff
and community members will host
Tiger Festival of Nations from 6 to 7
p.m. Friday, Oct. 15, just outside the
Waynesville High School gym.
This event is free and open to the
public.
Participants will have an
opportunity to “travel the world” and
learn about different countries and
cultures as they go from table to table.
Children will receive passports that
may be stamped so they can record
their travels.

Tiger Festival of Nation t-shirts will
be for sale during the event as follows:
• Youth sizes x-small to large are
$8 each
• Adult sizes small to X-large are
$10 each;
• Adult sizes XX-large and
XXX-large are $12 each.
The event will end at 7 p.m. just
in time for the kickoff of the home
varsity home football game on Friday,
Oct. 15, against West Plains.
Tickets to the game may be
purchased for the Oct. 15 game here.

Cameron’s Graduation
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that he could graduate because that was really important to
him.”
The graduation ceremony was a surprise for Cameron.
“We just played it off as we had to come up to the high
school and meet with some of the admin,” said Mario Lopez,
Cameron’s stepfather. “Up until putting on the cap and gown,
he had no clue.”
Even when he found out that he was graduating, “I think
that he just thought it would be, here’s your cap and gown,
your diploma, and we would be in and out,” Reed said. “This
was far more than any of us expected.”
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, spoke during the ceremony
about Cameron’s determination to attend school. “When you
are facing something difficult, I want you to reflect upon this
moment and remember that Cameron battled cancer to earn
the right to graduate early and to receive his diploma,” Henry
said. “Cameron’s honest and optimistic approach to addressing
his cancer has been humbling and inspirational. Cameron has
always had a positive attitude about his situation, abilities and
probable outcomes. He has taught all of us that we must make
the best of each and every day.”
Just as they will for the graduation ceremony in May
2022, the Color Guard presented the Colors, the band
played the National Anthem and the WHS choir sang.
District administrators and teachers attended the event and
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education members presented
Cameron with his diploma and congratulated him.
“We are a little overwhelmed for the school and everyone
who has been behind him to get this together for him,” Lopez
said. “We couldn’t be any happier for him. We had a heads-up
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that a graduation was going to be held, but even we had no
idea it was going to be quite like this.”

First grade students in Heather Cobb’s
class at Partridge Elementary were
invited to STEM night to experiment
with new materials, such as magnetic
blocks, snap circuits and building
blocks. These after-school activities
encourage hands-on manipulation,
enhance higher level thinking and
strengthen fine motor skills. The STEM
(science, technology, engineering and
math) materials were made possible
through a grant from the Waynesville
R-VI School District Foundation.

Williams Early Childhood Center students are enjoying
using their new LCD writing tables to write, draw and copy
letters, shapes and number. The tablets allow students to
press a button and start over when they make mistakes;
through practice, students gain confidence while
developing their fine motor skills. The tablets were made
possible through a grant from the Waynesville R-VI School
District Foundation.

Hoppers matched a $250 donation from the BINGO group
that meets each Monday at Hoppers. The $500 donation
was given to Snack in a Pack, which serves meals to about
300 students on weekends and during holidays.
Pictured areSymphony Campbell (AmeriCorps
member who serves in the SIAP program), Ursula
Lebioda (Hoppers), Tina Rowden (coordinator of grant
management), Joann Goethe (Hoppers), Walt Derbidge
(AmeriCorps member who serves in the SIAP program).

Waynesville R-VI 6-12 graders learned life fishing skills during the
Kiwanis Fishing Day on Oct. 7, 2021, at the Roubidoux. The Missouri
Department of Conservation provides support for the project, along
with community members, City of Waynesville staff, Waynesville High
School National Honor Society students and Future Farmers of America
members from the Waynesville Career Center.

Scenes from the Oct. 1 football game.

