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Transportation team wins state award
The Waynesville
R-VI School District
Transportation Department
received the “Exemplary
School Bus Maintenance
Award” on Thursday from
the Missouri Department
of Elementary and
Secondary Education.
DESE recognized the
transportation team “for
its exemplary school bus
maintenance program, as
evidenced by ‘compliance
with at least 90 percent
for 20 years’ passage

of Missouri school bus
regulations and standards
during the spring 2020
school bus inspection,
conducted by the Missouri
State Highway Patrol.”
“I am so proud of
our transportation team
and how hard they have
worked during the past
two decades to maintain
exceptionally high
standards,” said Dr. Brian
Henry, superintendent. “It
takes everyone – from the
mechanics making repairs to
the daily inspections by our

bus drivers to
the office staff
– to maintain
this level of
excellence on
our fleet of 70
buses.”
This (Oct.
19-23) is
School Bus
Safety Week
and this
year’s theme
is “Red Lights Mean Stop.”
“DESE’s timing of
the arrival of this award
was perfect,” Henry said.

“During this pandemic,
our transportation team is
working harder than ever to
keep students safe.”

Cross Country boys set record with 3rd place finish

Story and photos by Savanna Quale, Sports Information
Waynesville Boys Varsity Cross Country team placed 3rd
in the annual Ozark Conference meet Saturday, Oct. 17, the
highest placement they’ve ever had.
“The boys placing 3rd means a lot to the team because that’s
the highest they placed in 36 years,” said Head Coach Nicole
Jarman. “For me as a coach I watched them climb over time
and now they’re finally higher than they’ve ever been.”
Senior Bryan O’Barr says, “Placing top three, especially
against all the really strong schools in our conference, is
definitely a confidence booster.”
The girls team placed 6th out of 9 teams on Saturday with

Junior Tessa Scott leading the Lady Tigers team.
The team hosted its home meet, “a two-mile tune-up” on
Thursday, Oct. 22, at Piney Valley Golf Course on Fort Leonard
Wood, where the stated-ranked Jefferson City Jays competed.

Free flu shots to be given on Oct. 30 at middle school
The Pulaski County Health Center
and Home Health Agency will offer a
free drive-through flu shot clinic, called
“Boo to the Flu” for students, their
families and the community from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 30, at the
Waynesville Middle School parking lot.
(There is no school on that day in the
Waynesville R-VI School District.)
Individuals should drive to the
parking lot near the tennis courts at the
middle school, pull up to the awning,
remain in their vehicles and wait for a
health official to come to them. Those
who have insurance should bring their
driver’s license and insurance card
and be prepared to provide their phone
number. For those ages 6 months to
64 without insurance or underinsured
(meaning their insurance does not cover
flu vaccines), they or a parent will need
to fill out a one-page form.
Regardless of insurance or not, the
recipient will not be billed for the flu
vaccine.
Both flu and COVID-19 may
be spreading this fall, so it’s more
important than ever to get an annual flu
vaccine. The best time to get vaccinated
is before flu viruses start to spread—
typically by the end of October. So,
don’t wait. Say boo to the flu by making
sure you and your family get a flu
vaccine by Halloween.
The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevent recommends that everyone aged
6 months and older get a flu vaccine to

stay healthier this fall. Here is why:
- The flu is dangerous. The flu is
different from the everyday cold. It can
last 2 weeks or more and cause serious
complications such as pneumonia.
Every year the flu causes millions of
illnesses, hundreds of thousands of
hospitalizations, and tens of thousands
of deaths in the United States.
- Getting your flu vaccine is the best
way to prevent the flu. Flu vaccines
reduce your chances of getting sick
with the flu. Studies also show that
when getting a flu vaccine lowers your
chances of becoming seriously ill or
hospitalized from the flu. Although
good health behaviors including proper
etiquette for coughs and sneezes can
help reduce the spread of flu, experts

agree a flu vaccine is the best way to
prevent flu.
- It saves lives and protects those
on the frontlines. Getting your flu
vaccine could save someone else from
getting seriously ill. Babies and young
children, pregnant women, people
65 and older, and those with certain
medical conditions—are all at increased
risk of complications from flu. Getting
vaccinated reduces the spread of flu
from you to them, which can protect
your family members, co-workers, and
all those around you. This year, your
flu vaccine will not only keep you and
your loved ones healthier and out of the
medical setting, it will preserve precious
resources for those on the COVID-19
frontlines.

AmeriCorps donates masks to GLWACH Pathology
AmeriCorps VISTA, in partnership
with the Waynesville R-VISchool
District, donated 50 cloth face masks,
which were collected by the “Cloth
Mask Project,” to the department
of pathology (CPT Daniel Brophy,
laboratorymanager) at General
Leonard Wood Army Community
Hospital (GLWACH) for the use by
hospital staff on Oct. 13, 2020. The
Cloth Mask Project is operated by
AmeriCorps VISTA inconjunction
with local volunteers to help protect
the community and slow the spread of
COVID-19. Volunteers make the cloth

face masks for at-risk
groups, low-income
families and GLWACH.
Pictured are 1LT
Tae Kim (assistant
laboratory
manager),Verne Jones
(QA/QI), SFC Tracy
Bridges (laboratory
NCOIC), Aeri Lee
(AmeriCorpsVISTA in
the Waynesville R-VI
School District), and
SGT Seung Gi Noh
(laboratoryNCO).

Coding Club
for 7th & 8th

Afree after-school Coding Club will
be held on Mondays for 7th and 8th
graders attending seated classes in the
Waynesville R-VI School District. The
Coding Club meets after school until 5
p.m. on Mondays, beginning Monday,
Nov. 2, 2020.
This opportunity is provided through
Project EDGE, which is funded by a
DoDEA Grant. Parents must complete
an application for a student to join the
middle school coding club. Parents of
7th/8th grade students can choose to
pick up their students following the club
meetings or have their student ride the
WIN activity bus home.
Regardless if students plan on riding
the activity bus home or will be picked
up, parents must complete:
1) the registration for Coding
Club form at https://forms.gle/
JjBZQcqXx4nM5e5v9.
2) the WIN enrollment form at https://
forms.gle/jAFLY4cZ5A9inHTW6.
3) Sign up on the weekly WIN signup form that is posted in Canvas.
Snacks are provided for students
who stay after school. Registration
for Coding Club is open now and will
continue to be available until 4 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 29, 2020. Registrations
will be processed in the order they are
received.
For more information, please contact
Project EDGE Director Tina Rowden at
trowden@waynesville.k12.mo.us

Students learned about fire safety in Allison Sylvester’s class at Williams
Early Childhood Center. During their fire safety scavenger hunt students
found exit signs, fire extinguishers and fire alarms on their walk around the
building.

East Elementary students learned about diversity through hands-on projects and
reading activities, including learning about artists representing multiple cultures.
After learning about various artists’ unique styles and expressions, students were
encouraged to create an art project resembling their favorite artist’s style.

East Elementary students celebrated Unity Day by wearing orange.
They also received orange wrist bands with phrases about kindness
and learned lessons about kindness with their guidance counselors.

At the October Board of Education
meeting, Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent, presented the
traveling Spirit Trophy to Melissa
Vernon, principal of Freedom
Elementary for Freedom winning the
entrance decorating contest during
Homecoming.

For Unity Day on Oct. 21, students at Wood
Elementary created individual links to connect
throughout the building. Students wrote messages
on their link about how they can make their school
a safe place for others, about what makes them
unique or what they want to be when they grow up.
Many wrote messages of kindness to others and
strategies to stand up to bullies.

At the October Board of Education meeting, the Pulaski County Health
Department was recognized for their extraordinary work with the district during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Presenting the certificate were Hilary Bales, assistant
superintendent of personnel services, and Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent.

Members of the Student Leadership Team, made up of students from grades 6-12, met with the Waynesville R-VI Board
of Education on Oct. 19, 2020, to share student perspectives on several topics. Those attending to represent their
building included Jamie Williamson, WSGC; Braylin Scott, WMDS; Jasmyn Moore, WHS and Mariah Gomez, WCC. The
Waynesville Sixth Grade Center leadership team members are Carlos Aguirre and Jamie Williamson; the Waynesville
Middle School members are Tyshawn Byrd, Paityn Oxendine, Braylin Scott and Molly Zarcone; and the Waynesville
High School members are Fatima Amjed, Evander Bradford, Jeanise Brown, Kayja Bruno, Naomi Dallal, Ariana Eggart,
Anthony Esguerra, Naudia Evans, Chase Gortemiller, Breona Hurd, Jasmyn Moore, and Tyrell Phinn; and Waynesville
Career Center members are Izabella Areizaga, Kevin Cruz, Mariah Gomez, Shayla Jones and Martavious Robinson.

Travis Keith has been named the October Transportation
Employee of the Month. He is pictured with Hilary Bales,
assistant superintendent of personnel services, and Karl
Wilking, director of the transportation department.

Tai Kimes of Blue Star Families was recognized for
promoting literacy to students through Blue Star book
donations, hosting a Purple Up event in support of military
families and many other activities.

Kampmeier named
Teacher of the Quarter
Mike Freeman of Sellers-Sexton Ford Lincoln Mazda
presented Joanie Kampmeier, a teacher at Freedom Elementary,
with the Teacher of the Quarter Award for her project “Witch’s
Brew.”
The Project Teach Award includes a $100 stipend from the
dealership to help purchase ingredients for a witch’s brew.
The third graders in Kampmeier’s class will work with a
partner to predict what they think will happen when two or
more ingredients are combined together. The students will
experiment with variables (multiple ingredients) until they
create a bubbling witch’s brew that uses both wet and dry
ingredients and the fewest ingredients possible.

Thayer Elementary staff members receive praise
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent,
praised Thayer Elementary staff
members during their Super Session on
Oct. 23 for:
- setting high expectations for student
learning and showing student growth at
each grade level
- focusing on all students making gains
to reach 100% of their Learning Targets
by the end of the year
- offering coding and robotics to about
30 students
- using their Book Vending Machine to
reward students for positive behavior for
exhibiting the 7 Habits.
- maintaining communication with
parents through virtual meetings and
other avenues
- developing a culture and climate of
the Seven Habits and Leader in Me and
including families in the learning process
- keeping a strong positive emotional
environment during the pandemic

