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Freedom takes 1st in Homecoming contest

Waynesville R-VI schools showed their Homecoming spirit by
decorating their entrances for Homecoming and the winners were
announced at halftime of the football game as follows:
1st Place – Freedom Elementary (top, left, hearing the announcement
and above, Freedom’s entrance)
2nd Place - Waynesville Sixth Grade Center
3rd Place - Williams Early Childhood Center (left, hearing the
announcement with Ruth Ann Justus of the 6th Grade Center clapping)
This year’s Homecoming theme was “A Whole New World - Tigers

Internet safety
session Oct. 5

A virtual Tiger Pride Session
on Internet Safety will be hosted
by the Waynesville R-VI School
District on:
• Oct. 5, 2020, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. (virtual)
• Dec. 14, 2020, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. (virtual)
If you are interested in attending this session,
please complete the Google form at https://forms.gle/
BMNkZYYrjUbdtniCA.

Tiger Festival of Nations
The virtual Tiger Festival of Nations will begin on Monday,
Oct. 5, on the Waynesville R-VI School District’s Facebook
page, beginning with Williams Early Childhood Center’s
video. Each weekday, a different
school’s video will showcase a
school’s diversity on Facebook. On
Wednesday, Oct. 21, the district
will celebrate Unity Day, an annual
tradition to take a stand against
bullying and to be united for
kindness, acceptance and inclusion.

Homecoming
queen 2020

Senior Naudia Evans was
named the 2020 Homecoming
Queen before the
Homecoming game on Friday,
Sept. 25, at Tiger Stadium.
She is pictured with her
court, left to right, Freshman
Attendant Jada Wilson,
Sophomore Attendant Ahleina
Roberts, Junior Attendant
Amelia Falge, Queen Naudia
Evans, Senior Isabella Kowal,
Senior Layla Watson and
Senior Erica Taylor.

The winners in the
Homecoming Business
Window Decorating
Contest were announced
at halftime of the
Homecoming football game
and were as follows:
1st Place - Waynesville
Library
2nd Place - Infuze Credit
Union
3rd Place - St. Robert
City Hall

VISTA donates cloth masks
On Sept. 16, 2020, Waynesville R-VI
School District’s Community Resource
Office donated 225 cloth face masks,
which were collected during the “Cloth
Mask Project” for the Pulaski County
Health Center.
The Cloth Mask Project is a project
operated by AmeriCorps VISTA in
the Waynesville R-VI School District
and local volunteers to help protect
the community and slow the spread
of COVID-19. Volunteers made cloth
face masks for at-risk groups and lowincome families.
If you are in need of reusable cloth
masks please contact the Community
Resource office at 573-842-2550.
Pictured are Deborah Baker, director
of the Pulaski County Health Center,
and Aeri Lee, AmeriCorps VISTA
member, Waynesville R-VI School
District.

Senior quarterback Mike Lewis was
named the 2020 Waynesville High
School Rick Vernon Homecoming
Player of the Game Award.
The award pays tribute to Coach
Rick Vernon who served as the Head
Football Coach at Waynesville for
33 seasons and led Waynesville in
2007 to the program’s 1st Class 5
State Championship victory. He and
his wife Cheryl, who served as the
WHS cheerleading coach for 25 years,
continue to make a positive impact in
the community. Presenting the award on
their behalf was their son, Brian Vernon,
principal at Waynesville Middle School.
The award was established in 2018.

Virtual collaboration
Jocelyn Dewey is collaborating with a
virtual student in 3rd grade at Thayer. They
were discussing a story from the new Into
Reading series. Bobbie McQueen, a teacher
at Thayer, commented that the students are
enjoying the stories and using their textbook
to identify text evidence.

Spirit, the tiger at Thayer
Elementary, greeted
students and families this
morning, Friday, Oct. 2,
2020, to help kick off a
fun Friday.

Tiger Joe reopens
At Waynesville High School, CBI students opened Tiger Joe
in compliance with COVID-19 policies on Sept. 25. Due to
COVID-19, Tiger Joe and the WHS CBI students have been
challenged to be creative with how to run their Tiger Joe coffee
and tea business and partner with community businesses.
At WHS, the solution was to create a QR code that students
could use to make a Tiger Joe order from their classrooms
and have their order delivered to them in 1st and 4th hours by
CBI students. In addition, cart delivery is available for teachers
from 1st - 6th hours.

Piney
Ridge team
receives
praise
The Piney Ridge Super Session was held on Sept. 25 with
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, praising Piney Ridge staff
for:
• Being flexible and teaching from wherever they are
located
• Helping out wherever they are needed
• Being featured in an MSBA video and a Perimeter
Health Care Marketing video
• Expanding homebound instruction for students
• Offering ASVAB testing for the second year
• Touring WCC with students
• Adding additional attendance and behavioral incentives
• Students showing growth in both STAR math and
reading

In addition to Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, speaking with Piney
Ridge staff, Hilary Bales, assistant superintendent of personnel
services, praised Piney Ridge staff for their adaptability.

Guffey named Certified
Employee of Month

Ward named Classified
Employee of Month
Marianne Ward, director of communications and
marketing, has been named the Classified Employee of
the Month for September 2020.
She was surprised on Friday, Sept. 25, when Hilary
Bales, assistant superintendent of personnel services,
presented her with a certificate in front of Dr. Brian
Henry, superintendent.
Her nominator said, “Marianne is always there for
everybody. Typing up, rewording and prioritizing all
the last-minute changes to everything from athletics,
transportation, WIN, weather cancelations, and on
and on and on. She has to juggle a lot that has to come
first now. She makes our district look good with all of
the student awards, staff awards, art shows, band and
choir concerts and athletic games She covers it all and
does it well. She is always there any time of day or
night. She is always the one making sure everybody is
recognized for their hard work and now is an excellent
time for her to be rewarded for her hours and hours of
dedication. She goes above and beyond!”

Clarissa
Guffey, the
library media
specialist at
Waynesville
High School,
has been named
the Certified
Employee of
the Month for
September
2020.
She was
surprised on
Monday, Sept. 28, when Hilary
Bales, assistant superintendent of
personnel services, presented her
with a certificate in front of Dr.
Brian Henry, superintendent; and
Principal Randy Luebbert.
One of her nominators stated,
“Clarissa had sorted all the
Chromebooks out by 1st hour.
Then we had to go virtual; she had to take all 1,300 Chromebooks and
alphabetize them. During the Chromebook/textbook distribution days,
she stayed at the distribution site the entire time to make sure everything
ran smoothly and that students got exactly what they needed. On top of
all this she has set up a schedule for students to safely use the library.
Clarissa did it all without a single complaint and with a great attitude.
Clarissa is always willing to help.”

