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Grades 3-5 enjoy new robotics program

More than 150 Waynesville R-VI
students in grades 3-12 actively
participate in robotics clubs throughout
the district; 91 of them are in grades 3-5.
“We are off to a great start with our
robotics clubs,” said Tina Rowden,
director of the DoDEA Project Edge
program. “Our elementary students
are especially excited to have this
opportunity.”
The elementary schools’ robotics
clubs are non-competitive and a
new addition to after school STEM
programs, thanks to the Department of
Defense Education Activity (DoDEA)
grant for Project EDGE (Educating our
Digital Generation Effectively).
Fort Leonard Wood elementary
schools – Wood and Partridge, which
includes Thayer students – started
their robotics clubs in mid-September
with East Elementary and Freedom

Partridge Elementary students participate in robotics club.
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New entry procedures Oct. 15

Waynesville R-VI
students celebrated
the Love of Reading
Day on Oct. 11.

Starting on Oct. 15, parents will type
their name into the KidAccount device
and then select their reason for visiting.
Next, they will show their identification
to the secretary to gain entry into the
building.
“Adding this new level of security
helps to ensure that students are safer at
every building,” said Michele Sumter,
director of student services. “I want
to encourage families to allow extra
time when picking up their children as
everyone adjusts to the new system.”
The KidAccount system is already
in place at East and Freedom. “If
a secretary is on the phone helping
another family, parents can enter their

information without having to wait,
which ultimately should expedite the
process,” Sumter said. “Additionally,
with the new system, parents may opt to
have their child brought directly to them
at the entrance, rather than waiting in
the office.”
Beyond establishing a more secure
entrance, the KidAccount system will
allow volunteers to track their hours.
“KidAccount will assist us in our
volunteer recognition efforts at the end
of the school year,” Sumter said. “We
value the time our community and
stakeholders give to our schools and
want to recognize them for all the hours
they dedicate to our students.”

Robotics
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Elementary starting shortly after.
Students began by unpacking their WeDo 2.0 kits from
LEGO Education and exploring their creative options. The
following week they built and programmed their first working
robot “Milo the science rover.”
Tina Rowden serves as the director of the DoDEA Project
EDGE. On-site elementary robotics facilitators include Christy
Binkley, Ashley Galloway, Hillary Sanford, Amanda Ross, Sara
Allen, Ruth Ponce-Batts, Tiffany Ackerman and Corey Straub.

Robotic Clubs are made
possible through a
DoDEA grant.

For the Love of
Reading Day,
Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent,
read to
Partridge
Elementary
students on Oct.
11, 2019. Photos
by Jeanie Wade
and Marianne
Ward.

Real-world
opportunity
Waynesville Career
Center students in
Donna Groves’ graphics
design course received
an invitation to create a
new logo for the Pulaski
County Commissioners.
The students presented
their concepts, designs,
rationale for their work
and mock-ups to the
commissioners during
their special meeting
held at the WCC.

WHS Beta students qualify for Nationals
Waynesville High School Beta Club officers qualified for
Nationals by earning a qualifying score at the Beta Leadership
Summit in Cape Girardeau, Mo., on Oct. 2 and 3, 2019.
The Beta officers are President Kaitlin Harry; Vice President
Jasmine Cassidy; Secretary Sophia Shipley-Johnson and
Treasurer Lydia Choi.
Beta Club hosts a summit in each state, which focuses on
developing students’ leadership skills by focusing on their
personal growth, values, character and connecting to other
students through collaboration. Students participated in two
leadership sessions.
WHS Beta officers participated in the Lead Outside the Box
challenge at the Leadership Summit and earned a qualifying
score that automatically qualified them to go to Nationals in
Fort Worth, Texas, in June 2020.
At the beginning of
the summit, students
were given a realworld problem and had
21 hours to come up
with a viable solution.
Students were asked to
produce a plan based
on a fictional grant of
$50,000 to the school by
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design). The
parameters were that it had to use green energy and be a viable
plan that could produce at least $5,000 in revenue the first year
of its inception.
Waynesville’s students chose to make the Beta Backyard
Community Garden, where their plan was to use some of
the resources from the Waynesville Career Center and local
community to build an addition to the WCC’s greenhouse, build
raised planter beds, have a large chicken coop and eventually
use rain barrels, wildflowers and bees for pollination. Students
researched facts about the cost of an addition to the greenhouse,

In the photo with the trophy are Treasurer Lydia Choi, Vice
President Jasmine Cassidy, President Kaitlin Harry and
Secretary Sophia Shipley-Johnson.

the cost and predicted growth rates of crops and how to raise
chickens and how many eggs could be gathered daily. As a
group, the officers created the board, did the research and made
a mock-up of the planter beds and greenhouse, using glue, tape,
popsicle sticks and saran wrap. They even had little chickens
and vegetables made out of pom poms. The students then had
2 minutes to give their presentation to the judges. The score
was based on critical thinking, creativity, collaboration and
communication.
“I am very proud of the amount of time and energy the
students put into this project,” said Beta Sponsor Dawn
Wilking. “In the evening, rather than wanting to go shopping
or taking in the sights of Cape Girardeau, these students only
wanted to work on their project and spent their entire evening
and following morning focused on their presentation. They are
already looking forward to Nationals and what their prompt
will be there; they told me to pack my craft supplies!”

College
financial aid
presentation
Parents and students are invited to
attend a free financial aid presentation
where students can complete the
Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) during Parent Teacher
Conferences.
Ozarks Technical Community College
will be at Waynesville High School at 5
p.m. on Oct. 21 and Missouri University
of Science and Technology will be at
WHS at 5 p.m. on Oct. 24.
Both financial aid presentations
will be held in the Lecture Hall at
Waynesville High School, which is
located on the Ninth Grade Center
(Tiger Stadium) side of the WHS
campus.
Parent-teacher conferences for
students in grades 9-12 will be held
from 3 to 6:30 p.m. on Oct 21 and 24.

Henry speaks at
commencement
Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent of
the Waynesville
R-VI School
District, served as
the commencement
speaker for the
34th Annual
Combined College
Commencement
Ceremony on Oct. 4 at Nutter Field
House.
Henry acknowledged the personal
sacrifices that the graduates and their
families have made to reach this point.
He also shared his experiences of
working, going to school and having a
family.
The ceremony honored graduates
of Central Texas College, Columbia
College, Drury University, Lincoln
University, Missouri University of
Science and Technology, Ozarks
Technical Community College, Park
University and Webster University.

Meyer name Classified
Employee of Month

Theresa Meyer, a Waynesville High School
paraprofessional, has been named the Classified Employee
of the Month for September 2019.
She was surprised on Friday, Oct. 4, when Hilary Bales,
assistant superintendent of personnel services, presented her with a certificate in
front of Dan Deering, treasurer of the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education; Dr.
Brian Henry, superintendent; Principal Randy Luebbert, Special Education Teacher
Stephanie Peace and Paraprofessional John Kelley.
One of her nominators stated, “Theresa Meyer goes above and beyond her daily
duties. She is dedicated to her job and the students and staff that she interacts with on
a daily basis. She makes every person that she comes into contact with feel special
and appreciated. She radiates kindness and compassion. She brightens my day every
time I see her when I go to get my sweet tea from Tiger Joe Café in the mornings.
Some days when I can’t make it to the café to get my tea, she personally delivers it to
my desk! She always does what is in the best interest of the students. I truly appreciate
her and her beautiful smile.”

WHS to present play
“Shakespeare in Hollywood”
The Waynesville High School Theatre Department
and Thespian Troupe 1669 will present their fall play,
“Shakespeare in Hollywood” by Ken Ludwig at 7 p.m.
Oct. 17, 18 and 19, and at 2:30 p.m. on Oct. 20 in the
Waynesville High School Auditorium.
The following is a write up from the Samuel French
website about the play: “It’s 1934, and Shakespeare’s
most famous fairies, Oberon and Puck, have magically
materialized on the Warner Bros. Hollywood set of Max
Reinhardt’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Instantly smitten
by the glitz and glamour of show biz, the two are ushered
onto the silver screen to play (who else?) themselves. …
The mischievous magic of moviedom sparkles in this
hilarious comic romp.”

Breton named
Certified
Employee of
Month

Amaris Breton, a Waynesville High
School Spanish teacher, has been named
the Certified Employee of the Month for
September 2019.
She was surprised on Friday Oct.
4, when Hilary Bales, assistant
superintendent of personnel services,
presented her with a certificate in
front of Dan Deering, treasurer of the
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education;
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent; and
Principal Randy Luebbert, who covered
her class so she could step into the
hallway to receive the recognition.
One of her nominators stated, “Mrs.
Breton is an amazing educator on a
regular basis. She does her best to
ensure that her students master the
language in all its depth and always
works on perfecting her instruction.
… At this time of year, she is working
especially hard, combining her regular

school duties with an enormous project
of the Diversity Team she is on – the
Tiger Festival of Nations. She is one
of the main people responsible for
this event taking place and running
smoothly. She facilitates and helps to
organize different cultural displays by
working with her department members
and Hispanic community members. She
is responsible for a lot of the logistics
and fund distribution for food samples
and table set-up. Such a task takes up a

Madelyn Newsom, a senior at Waynesville High School,
has signed to run cross country at Hannibal-LaGrange
College in Hannibal, Mo. She is pictured with her family;
Andy Lemons, the head cross country coach at HannibalLaGrange; and WHS Head Coach Nicole Jarman. Newsom
led the Waynesville cross country varsity girls to a firstplace finish at the Rolla Invitational on Sept. 24, at Lions
Club Park. Newsom was also the first WHS runner to
cross the finish line for the Tigers with a time of 20:50 at
the 16th Annual Camdenton Invitational on Oct. 5 where
30 teams competed. In September, the varsity girls cross
country team came in 1st place as a team at the Lebanon
Invitational with Madelyn Newsom leading the Tiger pack
with a time of 13:29.

lot of her personal
time, but that does
not deter her. Mrs.
Breton has been
working tirelessly
to make sure this
important event
is a success and
is enjoyed fully by our students and the
whole community, all for the ultimate
goal of promoting respect for diversity
and feeling of acceptance for all. ”

Volunteers from the Waynesville-St. Robert Chamber
of Commerce and the Rotary Club of Pulaski County
presented the Choices program to eighth grade
students at Waynesville Middle School. Karla Briggs of
Drury University (right) was among the presenters.

The Waynesville Tiger Athletics
Booster Club will host the annual
Tip Off Banquet on Nov. 19. More
details will be forthcoming closer
to the event.

The Waynesville High School Choir performed its fall concert on
Oct. 10, 2019, in the WHS Auditorium.

On Oct. 9 the
Waynesville High
School’s chapter of
FCCLA (Family Career
Community Leaders of
America) attended the
region 5 meeting. This
year’s regional meeting
theme was “Follow the
yellow brick road to
FCCLA.” The region
5 meeting recognized
WHS’s gold star event
state winners from last
year — Emma Lopez
and Angélica Ramose.
The meeting also
covered the upcoming
district meeting in
Osage Beach, Mo., and
the upcoming national
meeting in Dallas,
Texas.

Waynesville High School football players volunteered to spend
part of their weekend cleaning up downtown Waynesville. The
teammates, along with their coaches, collected more than 20
bags of trash.

Waynesville R-VI elementary students practiced bowling this week in preparation
for the upcoming Special Olympics bowling event on Nov. 4 at Daugherty Bowling
Lanes on Fort Leonard Wood. Photos by Virginia Fulmer-Rehm

Deputy throws out first pitch at softball game
The Waynesville High School Softball
Team hosted “Back the Badge” night on
Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2019, before the start of
the varsity home game to honor local law
enforcement officers.
Deputy Deanna Ross, an 18-month
veteran of the Pulaski County Sheriff’s
Department, threw out the first pitch in
honor of law enforcement. Deputy Ross
was on patrol in rural Pulaski County last
Saturday and stopped to help a stranded
motorist. When she discovered one of the
passengers was wanted for questioning for
domestic assault, Ross attempted to place
him under arrest. The suspect then assaulted
and attacked Ross with a knife. Despite
being injured by the knife, Ross was able to
subdue the suspect without any significant
injury to her or others that were in the area.
For her bravery and dedication, the WHS
softball team saluted Deputy Ross and all
the members of law enforcement in the
community.

