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Class of 2020
recognized

Waynesville R-VI bus drivers
congratulated the Class of 2020 by
spelling out “2020” in buses on the
Waynesville High School parking lot
on May 11. This is the final week of
high school for graduating seniors of
the Class of 2020.
Graduation for the WHS Class
of 2020 is scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
Friday, June 19, at Waynesville High
School’s Tiger Stadium. Honors Night
is scheduled to be held at 7 p.m. on
Tuesday, June 16, in the Waynesville
High School Auditorium. In the event
that social distancing restrictions have
not been lifted by mid-June, Honors
Night will be held Thursday, July 16,
and graduation will be Saturday, July
18.

5 WHS students to graduate West Point
A record five former Waynesville
High School students will graduate
from the U.S. Military Academy (West
Point) on June 13, 2020.
Having five former WHS students
graduate in a single West Point class
is believed to be a school record. The
five are Hunter Ball, Ashley Wolf,
Jon Lowe, Robert Osborn and Jason
Brodeur.
In recognition of their upcoming
graduation, Waynesville Mayor Luge
Hardman presented a coin and letter
to Lowe on May 11. Lowe will deliver
coins and letters from Hardman to the
other four upon their return to West
Point.
Continued on page 2

Participating in the presentation and pictured are Dr. Brian Henry, Waynesville
R-VI superintendent, David Lowe, Jon Lowe, Kimberly Lowe and Waynesville
Mayor Luge Hardman.

West Point

Continued from page 1

In fall 2016, a
record number of
WHS students were
attending West Point;
they included Devonte
Baity, Hunter Ball, Jon
Lowe, Mason Reed,
Robert Osborn, Adrain
Shanahan, Ashley Wolfe,
Kimberly Wolfe and
Jason Brodeur.

At right, Paul
Shultz II and
Dr. Molinda
Mitchell. Below,
Jasmine “Lizzy”
Weeks

Above, Dr. Brian Henry, top
right, Hilary Bales, and at right,
Ryan Murphy

Sisson named
Employee of the Month
Shannon Sisson, the kitchen manager at Freedom
Elementary, has been named the Employee of the Month
for April 2020.
She was surprised on Friday, May 15, when Hilary
Bales, assistant superintendent of personnel services,
presented her with a virtual certificate in front of Paul
Shultz II, president of the Waynesville R-VI Board of
Education; Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent; and Ryan
Murphy, director of nutrition services for OPAA!.
One of her nominators said, “Shannon has done a
fantastic job bringing together the East and Freedom
kitchen staffs into the newly created Freeast team during
the COVID-19 crisis. Shannon always puts the needs of
kids first and starts early every morning to ensure no kids
go hungry in our community. She cares about kids and it
shows in everything that she does.”
While her video did not display, Sisson did write in the
chat, “Thank you! I am overwhelmed and appreciate this
so much. I’m in tears! It means so much!”

Weeks named
Employee of the Month
Jasmine “Lizzy” Weeks, a paraprofessional at Williams
Early Childhood Center (WECC), has been named the April
Employee of the Month.
She was surprised on Friday, May 15, when Hilary Bales,
assistant superintendent of personnel services, presented her
with a virtual certificate in front of Paul Shultz II, president of
the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education, Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent, and Dr. Molinda Mitchell, WECC principal,
during a Zoom meeting.
One of her nominators stated, “Lizzy helps make learning
fun for students and connects with them through virtual
platforms, demonstrating that even our youngest students can
continue to learn online. Lizzy not only assists the teacher,
but also works closely with parents to help students succeed.
Her energy and enthusiasm for learning helps families remain
engaged in the learning process.”

6th grade band survey
If you will have a student entering 6th
grade in the 2020-2021 school year who is
interested in band, please visit https://www.
waynesville.k12.mo.us/Domain/11 and
complete the band survey.

Free COVID-19 testing
on Saturday & Sunday
FREE COVID-19 drive-thru testing will be available
to all Pulaski County residents on Saturday, May 16, and
Sunday, May 17, from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. at the St. Robert
Community Center.
The Pulaski County Health Center and Phelps
Health will be conducting the testing. No symptoms or
prerequisites are required for this testing.
Pre-registration is highly recommended. Click the
‘Tickets’ link above (no “tickets” are needed and there is
NO COST, but this is the way registration is done through
Facebook Events) to register.
The direct registration link is: https://health.mo.gov/
communitytest. After going to this link, select the testing
event for Pulaski County to register. Any Pulaski County
resident can also register by calling the MO COVID
Hotline at 877-435-8411. Choose option 3 to register.
**Testing is for the virus only. No antibody testing will
be performed.**
Additional information is on the district’s main
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/
events/287876402235835/

Waynesville High School has been
named a 2020 Best High School,
based on rankings that U.S. News &
World Report published on April 21.

2 WHS students win
writing contest winners

Two Waynesville High School students have been named winners
in the writing contest for National Library Week/Military Child
Week festivities. The following students won Kindles for the
following submissions:
• Rose Cherico, 9th grader won with her poetry submission
discussing the book “Inside Out and Back Again” by Thanhha
Lai.
• Cossette Sutterly, 11th grader won with her essay submission
discussing the book “Secret Life of Bees” by Sue Monk Kidd.

The Waynesville Career Center’s practical nursing school is still in session until June 26 with 26 adult students who have
been taking online classs since Spring Break. Normally, this is the time of year when these students would be participating in
senior clinicals, but they have been doing them on line instead. They will graduate with the ability to ask permission to sit for
the Missouri Practical Nursing exam. These students will be entering the job market looking for facilities that are interested
in helping them succeed. Pictured (before COVID-19 restrictions) are Aiyana Uherka, Allison Burton, Ashley Colvin, Chelsea
Weber, Chelsey Myers, Darci Bryan, Delaney Sawyers, Elizabeth Lewis-Quam, Gabriela Medina, Haley Wylie, Jennifer Stokes,
Jordyn Hickcox-Lobland, Kahla Gilbert, Kaitlyn Kucera, Kodi Reed, Lilyka Hughes, Lisa Oghreikanone, Mackenzie Wagers,
Maggie Landreth, Makenzie Boden, Marie Lowrance, Mariyah Kennedy, Meredith Green, Michelle Cook, Monica White and
Suzette Evans.

Freshman &
New Student
Transition Day
Freshman Transition Day (for all
students entering the 9th grade) and
New Student Transition Day (new
students to the district who will be
entering 10th -12th grades) will be held
Friday, Aug. 14, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at Waynesville High School.
All freshmen and new students in
grades 10-12 will tour the school,
meet their mentors, participate in fun
activities, etc. Limited bus routes will
be provided for freshmen and new
students on Aug. 14 so they may attend
the transition day.
Parents of freshmen and new high
school students are invited to a parent
breakfast from 8:30 to 9 a.m. that same
day at the high school cafeteria. Parents
will meet with the 9th grade principal
and counselor.

At left, Karen Smith
from Domino’s
Pizza in St.
Robert presented
transportation
team members with
pizza. Smith said
that she attended
the Waynesville
R-VI School District
and enjoyed it and
wanted to give
back.

Christine Pagel, a bus aide
pictured at right, made
and donated 170 face
coverings for transportation
employees. Pagel said that
she wanted to support her
friends at the “Bus Barn”
and help keep them safe.
Heather McDonalds, a bus
driver, made and donated
50 face coverings for
transportation.

John and Michelle Baze of Healthy Avenue Nutrition
presented transportation team members with healthy
shakes. “We wanted to make sure those on the front
lines were getting the nutrition they needed to fight
the fight so we started our “Have Play it Forward
Project,” Baze said.

Maryanne O’Brien
of World’s Finest
Chocolate donated
chocolate to the
transportation team,
stating, “I appreciate
the work you do,
not only in “normal”
times, but the fact
that you went out
and brought food
to so many families
every day during
this pandemic; it
just makes me so
very appreciative
and proud of our
community!”

