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WHS to hire
college &
career advisor

Thayer Elementary celebrated Read Across America Day on March 2,
2022, with a special guest reader, Command Sgt. Maj. Randolph Delapena,
Maneuver Support Center of Excellence and Fort Leonard Wood Command
Sergeant Major. In the photo, third grade students listen as Delapena reads to
them in the library.

Col. Jeffrey Paine,
Commander, U.S. Army
Garrison Fort Leonard
Wood, read to students at
Wood Elementary as part of
the Read Across America
Day activities on March 2,
2022. Read more about the
event on page 2.

Waynesville High School has been
selected to participate in the Missouri
Postsecondary Advising Initiative, a
statewide effort to place trained advisors
into high schools, alongside current
school counselors, to provide students
with individualized college and career
support.
“This is a great opportunity to have
one individual who is solely dedicated
to helping ensure our high school
students are on the path to success,”
said Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent.
“The college application process can be
time-consuming and especially so for
first-generation college students; this
position will be able to dedicate more
time to assisting students who want to go
to college. In addition to college, we want
students to know that multiple technical
and skilled careers exist and that the
military has excellent career opportunities
as well. Our hope is that students will go
onto meaningful careers that they find
rewarding. This postsecondary advising
position will support our students’ efforts
to identify training and education to attain
their career goals.”
The Missouri Postsecondary
Advising Initiative was launched in fall
2021 by the Missouri Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education
and rootEd Missouri, a partnership
between philanthropic organization
rootEd Alliance and Ozarks Technical
Community College. The three-year
initiative, which is funded by federal
COVID relief dollars, aims to ensure all
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high school students have an advisor exclusively focused on
helping them achieve success following graduation. This is
particularly true for students in rural communities, as research
shows they are less likely to enroll in college than their
peers, and they are less likely to finish. Schools were selected
based on school and community need, COVID impact in the
community, and geography. More schools will be added later.
Selected high schools will now hire dedicated college
and career advisors ahead of the 2022-2023 school year.
These advisors will support students’ postsecondary
pursuits by developing and implementing individualized
plans for postsecondary education and training; identifying
opportunities to secure financial aid, including completing
the FAFSA; supporting students as they work to enroll in
college, earn a workplace credential, and/or enlist in the armed
services; and coaching students through the transition from
high school to lifelong success. Schools and advisors will
receive operational support and ongoing training from rootEd
Missouri.

Paine & Gehrlein read books to Wood students
Wood Elementary School celebrated Read Across
America Day with two special guest readers. The Wood
Junior Lighthouse team welcomed Russ Gehrlein, a civilian
operations officer for the United States Army Chemical,
Biological, Radiological and Nuclear School (USACBRNS),
and Col. Jeffrey Paine, Commander, U.S. Army Garrison Fort
Leonard Wood.
Gehrlein’s son Brian grew up a military child and recently
published a book called, “The Book of Rules,” which
Gehrlein read to Brittany Doan’s first grade class and Jennifer
Schaub’s kindergarten class. The students appreciated this
unique opportunity to have the author’s father read the
interactive picture book.
Paine read to Rachel Jacobs’ 5th grade class, Ema Carman’s
4th grade class and Tannisha Smith’s 4th grade class. While
Col. Paine read aloud to these classes, the rest of the building
was able to watch him read via Zoom live stream.
“My students absolutely loved listening to Col. Paine read
to them. He was engaging and had them interacting with the
story as he read,” Jacobs said. “He read a story about not
blinking and had my kids trying so hard to keep their eyes
open. There were lots of giggles filling the library today.”
“It was AH-MAZ-ING!” said Riley Murphy, a fifth grader
at Wood.
The Wood Junior Lighthouse team, which welcomed the
special guests, holds an important role at Wood Elementary
as they represent the 8th Habit: Find your voice. The Junior
Lighthouse team is the voice of Wood’s student body and
guides some of the action planning for the Wood Lead groups:
Student Leadership, Adult Learning, Shared Leadership,
Leadership Environment, Empower Learners and Achieve
Goals.

The Wood Junior Lighthouse team welcomes Russ
Gehrlein, a civilian operations officer for the United States
Army Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear
School (USACBRNS), to Wood Elementary.

Wood Principal Susan Shultz and members of the Wood
Junior Lighthouse team welcome Col. Jeffrey Paine,
Commander, U.S. Army Garrison Fort Leonard Wood, to
Wood Elementary.

WHS to celebrate its
first Academic Week

The Fort Leonard Wood Spouses Club donated nine
pairs of Upper Echelon shoes to the Waynesville R-VI
School District, which will be distributed through
school counselors. In addition to donating shoes, the
Spouses Club held a “food fight” to collect food that
was delivered to Snack in a Pack in February. Pictured
are Courtney Long, director of student services, and
Brittany Raines, who chairs Community Outreach and
Sharing is Caring initiatives for the Spouses Club.

Waynesville High School will celebrate its first Academic
Week March 7-11, 2022, to recognize students who have
achieved a 3.7 grade point average (GPA) or higher.
“We value academic achievement and want to honor
students who are working hard to achieve good grades,” said
Dr. Jason Whitt, WHS principal. “This week-long celebration
is new for WHS, but I think it is important to recognize
students for their academic success, and we plan to make this
an annual tradition.”
The activities for those with a 3.7 GPA or higher begin on
Monday with a pep assembly in the morning and an awards
night in the evening. Qualifying students will enjoy ice
cream and other snacks on Tuesday and a breakfast prepared
by WHS staff members on Wednesday. On Thursday, the
qualifying students will take a field trip to Missouri State
University, enjoy a free lunch and then go to the 1984 Arcade.
The week ends on Friday with qualifying students having the
opportunity to purchase items from food trucks and/or pizza
for lunch.
“Academic Week is designed to be fun and rewarding for
students,” Whitt said.
For this first year, students with a 3.7 GPA or higher will
be recognized. Beginning next year, in addition to students
earning a 3.7, students can qualify to participate in activities
by showing academic growth as follows:
For a junior to senior: .25
For a sophomore to junior .50
For a freshman to sophomore .75

AmeriCorps members Abigail Tromblee and Jennifer McGee dropped off several of the items that were produced during
the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service event at Waynesville Middle School. They delivered dog toys to the animal
shelter, sugar scrub to nurses and cooks, and bookmarks to the library at Freedom Elementary.

Waynesville Middle School Student Council members organized and led a spirit parade in honor of Special Olympics athletes
headed to the Laquey Basketball tournament on Friday, March 5, 2022. Athletes from the Waynesville Sixth Grade Center and
Waynesville Middle School marched through the hallways lined with WMS students and staff in an energetic showing of our
Tiger pride with cheers, high-fives and clapping.

Waynesville R-VI
students participated
in Special Olympics
basketball and other
events at Laquey High
School on Friday,
March 5, 2022.

WHS senior sets state powerlifting records
Nason Emerson, a senior at
Waynesville High School, has set
four Missouri powerlifting records
and one national record, earning him
an invitation to the North American
Championship the fall.
“Nason is phenomenal and he just
keeps getting better,” said Jeremy
Bartz, the Tiger Performance Training
coach and advanced weights coach for
Waynesville High School. “He is like
a sponge absorbing all of the lessons.
His drive and commitment to fitness
and conditioning are second to none.
I love how he prepares in and out of
school.”
Emerson competed in the United
States Powerlifting Association
(USPA) 2022 Drug-Tested Missouri
State Championships on Feb. 22,
2022, in Maryland Heights, Mo. He
competed in the 18 to 19-year-old
category within the 149 to 165 lbs.
weight class (he weighed in at 159
lbs). Emerson finished in 1st place
in the 18-19 year old category and
class, and finished in 2nd place for all
ages within the 149-165 weight class.
During the event, he achieved four
personal best records, four Missouri
State Records, and one national

record. The results are listed below for
his category and class:
Squat Lift Event – 486 lbs.,
Missouri State Record and National
Record
Bench Press Event – 292 lbs.,
Missouri State Record
Dead Lift Event - 452lbs., Missouri
State Record
Overall Weight - 1,230 lbs.,
Missouri State Record
When combined with previous
USPA powerlifting events he
competed in last year, Emerson
currently holds 7 Missouri State
Records (4 in the 18-19 year-old
category and 3 in the 16-17 yearold category) along with 1 National
Record (18-19 years old).
“To put this into perspective, to be
able to back squat double your weight
and bench press 150% of your body
weight is considered to be really good.
At 159 pounds, Nason is squatting
about three times his body weight and
he’s bench pressing about 180%,”
Bartz said. “Even more impressive
is that his best lifting is yet to come.
If he continues on this path, his best
lifting will come in 10 to 12 years. He
has natural ability and works really

Nason Emerson is pictured with
one of the judges from the Feb. 22,
2022, event.

hard. When I met him two years ago,
he was a track athlete who started
lifting as a way to increase his maxes.
He has come so far in such a short
period of time. I am proud to be part
of his journey.”

Booster Club to
host trivia night

Penny wars

Penny wars were held this week Feb 28-March 4, 2022, at Partridge
Elementary and Thayer Elementary on Fort Leonard Wood to benefit
Snack in a Pack. AmeriCorps members will tally up the donations
and determine which class brings in the most. Snack in a Pack
provides food during weekends and holidays to students who might
otherwise go hungry.

The Waynesville Athletics Booster Club
will host a trivia night from 6 to 9 p.m.
Friday, April 8, 2022, at the St. Robert
Community Center. Tables are $120 each
and up to 8 adults age 21 and older may
participate on a team. Mulligans will be
available for purchase, as well as silent
auction items. All proceeds will benefit the
high school and middle school baseball
and softball programs. Participants must
pre-register through the Waynesville
High School athletics office. For more
information, please email tshalbot@
waynesville.k12.mo.us or rmaubach@
waynesville.k12.mo.us or call 573-8422450.

