Published by the Waynesville R-VI School District
March 1, 2019

Get the
mobile app
At right, Fort Leonard
Wood soldiers read to early
elementary students at
Freedom Elementary during
today’s Love of Reading Day.
More photos appear on page 4

WMDS Principal Sumter receives
standing ovation at FLW luncheon
By Sam Campbell, the
Guidon

Fort Leonard Wood
held its annual Black
History Month Luncheon
Tuesday in recognition of
the contributions AfricanAmericans have made to the
nation.
The event was organized
by the 14th Military Police
Brigade and featured a
performance by “For the
Culture” from Evangel
University in Springfield,
Missouri.
Chaplain (Capt.) Joseph
McCall delivered the
invocation, thanking those
who sacrificed for posterity.
“(Our ancestors) were not
ashamed to put their lives
on the line for freedom and
progression,” he said.
Waynesville Middle
School Principal Michele

Waynesville Schools
offer a free mobile app for
both iPhone and Android
smartphones. The app will
deliver real-time school
news to a smartphone for
fast, up-to-date access. The
app features:
• district and school news
• photos from school
events
The app is FREE and
available for download
today:
1. From a smartphone, go
to the iTunes App Store® or
Google Play®
2. Search “Waynesville
Schools” and you will see
the Waynesville Tiger.
3. Select the Waynesville
Schools app. You may
choose all or one or more
specific schools to be
connected with.

Calendar info
Michele Sumter awaits her introduction. Following her
speech, Sumter received a standing ovation.

Sumter delivered the
keynote speech.
Before assuming her
current position, Sumter
previously worked in
community schools while
stationed with her husband
at Fort Stewart, Georgia,

and Fort Jackson, South
Carolina.
The theme of this year’s
event was black migrations.
During her speech, Sumter
gave a personal anecdote
about the trials her mother,
Continued on page 2

• Because of inclement
weather days, the current
last day of school will
be Wednesday, May 29,
2019.
To view this school
year’s updated calendar
go to the district’s
website and click on
2018-19 School Year
Calendar under Quick
Links.

FCCLA to receive 1st
The Waynesville High School Chapter of FCCLA
will receive the 1st place Community Service National
Program Award for Missouri. The chapter will be
recognized at the State Leadership Conference for
Family, Career and Community Leaders March 18 at
Osage Beach.

Sumter

Wendy Davis’s 1st
grade class at Freedom
Elementary celebrated
Black History Month
(February) by learning
about and celebrating
some amazing people,
including Rosa Parks,
Ruby Bridges, Martin
Luther King Jr. and
Former President Barack
Obama. The students
combined their artwork
to create giant posters
for the hallway.

Continued from page 1

who was born in Charleston, South Carolina, faced during the
Civil Rights Movement.
“At 11 o’clock every day during lunch, (Mom) would have to
leave the cubicle where she worked and either ride the elevator
up and down and sneak to eat her lunch or go downstairs to the
first floor and eat by the dumpsters,” she said. “You see blacks
were not permitted to eat in the building.”
Following a “peaceful, but productive conversation” with the
supervisor, she said, “black employees… no longer had to be
segregated for lunch.”
Sumter reflected on the lessons her mother learned from such
experiences.
“Tone can determine or deter conflict,” she said. “Conflict is
inevitable, but combat was optional.”
She likened her ability to be present at the luncheon to the
results of experiences such as her mother’s.
“I’m standing here today as a principal of the most diverse
middle school in this part of Missouri, in a room full of my
peers, sharing a meal,” she said. “That’s a direct result of the
Civil Rights Movement.”
Shifting the focus from history to the future, Sumter asked
the audience how they will make the world a better place.
“What will your contribution be to this society?” she said.
“We, you and I, have an obligation to not be individualistic in
our concerns, but to always, and in every community where we
live, find ways to help someone else.”
Teaching, she said, is how she makes her mark.
“I knew that I needed to do something to impact the
world,” she said. “I knew that I could teach students about the
importance of being at school every day, submitting quality
work, leading by example, self-respect, being kind and having a
good attitude.”
She concluded her by speech encouraging every member of
the audience to make a difference.
“It’s our human obligation,” she said.
Sumter and members of “For the Culture” were presented
awards of appreciation following the speech.
This article is reprinted in its entirety with permission from
the author, Sam Campbell of the Guidon, which is published in
the interest of personnel at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.

Third graders in Joanie
Kampmeier’s class at Freedom
Elementary have been working in
partner teams for Black History
Month. Students compared and
contrasted different African
American authors, inventors, civil
rights activists and pilots. They
researched information about
the individuals, such as where
they were born and why they are
famous, and something interesting
about them.

Freedom celebrates Black History Month in February

Natosha Hulett’s class at Freedom Elementary learned about Ruby
Bridges and her bravery during Black History Month in February. They
listened to the story of Ruby Bridges and then completed a directed
drawing of Ruby Bridges. Then they used SeeSaw to take a picture of
their drawing of Ruby Bridges and wrote a sentence about Bridges. They
came up with words like special, kind, a good student, brave and a leader
(they talked about how she used one of the 7 habits – think win-win).
They then typed the sentence on their picture and recorded themselves
reading their sentence.
“This was an awesome experience as a teacher to witness my students
seeing how someone who at their same age was able to be so brave and
outstanding,” Hulett said.

Fort
Leonard
Wood
soldiers
read to
Freedom
Elementary
students
on Friday,
March 1,
during
Love of
Reading
Day.

Photos by Jennifer Henson, library media
specialist at Freedom Elementary

Students at East
Elementary read a
story about a bird
tree and learned how
everyone is unique
and has his/her own
voice and story to
tell.

Casey Hernandez’s 1st graders at Freedom Elementary
participated in Black History Month activities throughout
February. They did several lessons on diversity and then
wrote an informational writing piece on Martin Luther
King Jr. Students then talked about Ruby Bridges and
Mary Bethune and compared the two of them for their love
of education. Students did a craft comparing their lives
with Ruby’s. (above.) They have also discussed inventors
George Washington Carver and Garret Morgan and learned
about similarities between Bessie Coleman and Amelia
Earhart.

Waynesville tops conference in APR scores in 2018

During “Dude.
Be nice.” week,
Waynesville High
School students
through the Student
Government
Association raised
$500 for Cameron
Reed who is
undergoing treatment
for cancer. Kymberly
Rodriguez, assistant
principal at WHS,
presented the check
on Saturday, Feb.
23, at Walmart. On
Saturday, Reed,
a WHS freshman,
was selected for
the Walmart Heart
program, which
allowed Reed to be a
“driver for the day”
and lead a convoy
of semi trucks and
trailers from WHS to
Walmart in St. Robert.
Walmart drivers
volunteer to be a part
of the caravan. Two
of his friends came
along and made the
trip as well.

Vanessa Bell, managing partner of Sonic in St. Robert,
delivered several cases of food that was collected for
Snack in a Pack. The items included canned entrees, such
as SpaghettiOs, fruit cups, popcorn, cereal bars, crackers,
oatmeal packets, granola bars, etc. Snack in a Pack
provides food for approximately 300 students over holidays
and weekends.

WCC
Students
of the
Month
The Waynesville
Career Center
has named the
Student of the
Month honorees
for February.
Kristen Sneed
(above, right) is
a junior in Donna
Groves Ad Design/
Ad Photography
course and Victor
Valentin (below,
right) is a senior in
Culinary Arts with
Jon Dye.

Tia Poinsette, a Waynesville High School senior, has
signed to play softball with Jefferson College in St.
Louis.

The Waynesville High
School Girls Basketball
Team ended its season
on Feb. 25, 2019, in
district play with a
loss to Lebanon High
School at Camdenton,
Mo. These photos are
from the game. Bottom
photo, right, the WHS
cheerleaders at Districts.

The Waynesville
High School
Boys Basketball
Team ended
its season on
Feb. 26, 2019,
in district play
with an overtime
loss to Lebanon
High School at
Camdenton, Mo.
These photos
are from the
game.

