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500,000th meal served
At left, Ben
Wunderlich of
Waynesville with
his dog Titus
picked up the
500,000th meal
served during
COVID-19 on
June 5, 2020.
Transportation
employees Glen
Coffelt and Tina
Brown made
the delivery,
which marked
an important
milestone for the
program.

The Waynesville R-VI School
District in partnership with OPAA! just
served its 500,000th free meal during
COVID-19 today, Friday, June 5, 2020.
“It is so rewarding to know that
amidst a national crisis that we have
found a way to keep kids fed,” said Dr.
Brian Henry, superintendent. “When
you look on paper at what it takes to
produce more than 10,000 meals every
single day, it’s a logistical challenge,
but our staff members forged a cando attitude and found ways to make it
happen.”
Those who make the program
possible include district nurses who
take temperatures and screen employees

Transportation scores 100% on bus safety

The Waynesville R-VI School
District scored a 100% on its June 1 bus
inspection by the Missouri Highway
Patrol. This marks the 20th consecutive
year that Waynesville R-VI buses have

earned a 90% or higher on their bus
inspections.
“It’s rare for any district to receive
100%,” said Aaron Tronstad, head
bus mechanic. “This takes all of us.

Everyone has a part, and I want to
give a shout out to the drivers, the
mechanics, Jimmie and Zach, and
all the people here who helped us
Continued on page 2

Bus safety inspection

accomplish this goal. It takes a whole team.”
The district fleet includes 69 buses that were inspected on
hundreds of items, including checking engines, exhausts, lights,
tires, cushions and fans. “Typically, a bus has eight blowers
and if one fan works on high, but not on low, that will count
against you,” Tronstad said. “If you open the emergency hatch
and the buzzer doesn’t go off, that counts against you. There are
so many parts that have to be in perfect running order to receive
a 100%.”
Statewide in Missouri in 2019, 592 school districts presented
buses for inspection; of the 11,958 buses that were inspected,
89.2% received approval.
“Achieving 100% means that our transportation employees

Continued from page 1

are paying attention to the details every single day and doing
everything they can to keep kids safe,” said Dr. Chris Berger,
assistant superintendent of operational services. “It’s a big
responsibility.”
Waynesville will receive the Total Fleet Excellence Award
from the Missouri Highway Patrol in July, as a result of the
recent inspection. To qualify for the award, the district must
earn a 90% or higher approval rate and have no buses put out of
service as a result of the inspection.
“Our transportation team has worked incredibly hard over
the last two decades to operate buses that meet state standards,”
said Karl Wilking, director of transportation. “We are constantly
working to keep children safe while riding our buses.”

500,000th meal served
every morning, food service personnel who prepare the meals
and transportation staff who deliver it, plus others behind the
scenes.
“During these tough times, our free meal program stands
as an outstanding example of how our employees care deeply
about students and will go the extra mile – literally, by having
our bus drivers driving them to neighborhoods – to help kids.”
The district will continue to deliver the free meals on
the special bus routes on weekdays through June 30; in
addition, the meals are available for drive-up service at Wood
Elementary, Freedom Elementary and Waynesville High
School.
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All children age 18 and under and qualified mentally and
physically handicapped adults who participate in a school
program are eligible to receive three free meals a day –
breakfast, lunch and a super snack. Each super snack includes a
fruit, vegetable, grain, protein and dairy serving.
There is no enrollment or paperwork for families to complete
to receive the free meals. Funds for breakfast and lunch meals
are being provided through the Summer Food Service Program
(SFSP) in partnership with OPAA! Funding for super snacks
are provided through funds from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Food and Nutrition Child and Adult Food Care
Program.

Ryan Murphy, director of nutrition services for OPAA!; Rube Dowell, AmeriCorps
member; Danina Ashley, transportation employee; Jesus Hernandez, AmeriCorps
member; and Karl Wilking, director of transportation, pose for a photo following
the serving of the 500,001st meal that was provided through the drive-through
site at Waynesville High School. The meals are provided to all children age 18 and
under and children look forward to seeing if one of their favorite foods is inside.

New student enrollment
to be held Aug. 5 & 6
New student enrollment for the Waynesville R-VI School
District is scheduled to be held from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 5, and Thursday, Aug. 6, for students living in
Waynesville, St. Robert and Fort Leonard Wood.
The parents of ALL new students should go to the main
entrance at Waynesville High School to begin the enrollment
process, regardless of the grade or school their child will be
entering.
“Instead of having families go to each school to enroll their
students, each school will have a representative at WHS,” said
Michele Sumter, director of student services. “We piloted this
program last year and the overwhelming response was positive.
Families with children in more than one building especially
appreciated the convenience of registering all children in one
location.”
New students to the Waynesville R-VI School District may
learn more and pre-enroll online by clicking on the “New
Student Info” link across the top of the district’s main webpage
at www.waynesville.k12.mo.us. All children from the same
family should register under one login account. The online
enrollment application saves time, but it does not completely
replace the need to go to the high school to complete the
registration process. Documents needed to enroll include:
• proof of residence* (without one of the documents listed as
proof of residence below*, you will be unable to register.)
• registered birth certificate (see Kindergarten and First Grade
Entry Requirements under the 2020-21 Enrollment
Information)
• shot record (see Immunizations)
• last grade card (if applicable)
• transfer sheet (if provided)
• any other information from previous school
If your student was enrolled in the Waynesville R-VI School
District during the 2019-20 school year and will be returning in
the fall, your child will automatically be enrolled for the next
school year.
The first day of school for the 2020-21 school year will be
Monday, Aug. 24. The school year calendar is at https://www.
waynesville.k12.mo.us/cms/lib/MO01910216/Centricity/
Domain/4/2020-2021%20school%20calendar%20Final.jpg
*Proof of residence
Any ONE of the following documents in the parent/
guardian’s name meets the state’s proof of residence
requirements:
• property tax statement
• utility bill/agreement (must be dated within the last 60
days). Utilities include water, electric, trash, gas and home
phone/internet. Cell phone agreements may not be used to
meet this criteria.
• real estate contract
• rental agreement/receipt
• military housing contract
If you have questions about these documents, please contact
573-842-2092.

WHS named Beta
School of Distinction

National Beta has announced that Waynesville High
School is a 2019-2020 National School of Distinction.
This award is an honor for Beta Clubs striving
toward academic achievement, exemplary character,
demonstrated leadership and service to others. With an
ongoing quest to instill these qualities in more students,
the National Beta School of Distinction Award is
designed to award those schools that show an increase in
membership for the current school year.
“I am very proud of our Beta Club and that we
continue to grow by leaps and bounds,” said Dawn
Wilking, Beta sponsor. “I am hoping that this trend
continues and I can help spread the love of Beta to the
other schools in our district. Last year, we had a student
run for the state office and it was a wonderful experience
to see her grow and perform at such a high level. She
gave a speech to 4,000 people in December at the
Missouri State Beta Convention. Even better, our club
supported her by designing and painting a backdrop and
props, performing a skit and campaigning for her at State
Convention. While we didn’t win in the end, students
grew as individuals and as a club, and that is what
matters most.”
Award recipients received a National Beta School
of Distinction banner to display as a symbol of their
accomplishment.
“This prestigious honor is a true indication of
Waynesville High School’s dedication to academic
excellence, leadership development and commitment to
celebrating their student’s achievements,” said National
Beta’s Chief Executive Officer, Bobby Hart.
National Beta is the largest independent, non-profit,
educational youth organization in America. Since its
beginnings in 1934, National Beta has been committed
to providing students with a positive experience in a
supportive manner in grades 4-12. The organization
recognizes outstanding achievement, promotes character
and social responsibility, encourages service involvement
to school and community, and fosters leadership skills.
For more information, visit betaclub.org

WHS issues Graduation guidelines and info

Waynesville High School’s
Graduation for the Class of 2020 will be
held at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, June 19, at
Tiger Stadium, weather permitting.
All attendees, including guests and
graduates, will be expected to wear
masks and to observe social distancing.
Masks will be provided for the
graduates.
“It is very important to me and
the district to be able to hold a live
ceremony and let our seniors finish with
a traditional graduation since so much
of their senior year has been interrupted.
This ceremony will be a little different
from any we have ever held before,
so I ask for patience as we prepare for
and observe this special occasion,”
said WHS Principal Randy Luebbert.
“We are doing our best to provide a
ceremony that is both meaningful and
safe for the Class of 2020 and their
guests.”
Social distancing guidelines will
be strictly enforced for graduates and
guests; anyone attending the graduation
ceremony will be expected to comply
with the guidelines at all times before,
during and after the ceremony.
Graduates will go to their assigned
classrooms inside WHS prior to the
ceremony and will march into the
stadium maintaining social distance

At a glance:
• Masks required
• Social distancing required
• 2 tickets will be issued per
graduate
• No one admitted to parking lot or
stadium without a ticket
• No flowers, balloons, etc.
• Will be broadcast live
• Additional details are in the
article
between them and be seated on the
football field in chairs that will be
placed six feet apart.
Both the home and visitor bleachers
will be used for guests. Because of
social distancing requirements each
graduate will only be issued two tickets
for guests to attend the ceremony; no
one will be admitted into the parking
lot or stadium without a ticket. Upon
arrival to the stadium, guests are to
remain in their vehicles until instructed
to make their way into the stadium.
Dots will be placed on the bleachers
to indicate where guests may sit so
that social distancing may be observed
before, during and after the ceremony.
Additional bleacher seating will be
placed along the track for guests as
well.

ROTC scholarships announced

The following ROTC scholarships have been
announced:
• Josh Ash was awarded a 4-Year Army ROTC
Scholarship to Missouri S&T. Josh also was awarded
an athletic scholarship to play football for S&T.
• Zach Gorenflo was awarded a 4-Year Army ROTC
Scholarship to Truman, Missouri S&T and Missouri
State.
• Shawn Berrios was awarded a 4-Year Army ROTC
Scholarship to Texas A&M, Arizona State and
Mizzou.
• Katie Spencer was awarded a 3-Year Advance
Designee Scholarship to Missouri S&T, Colorado
State and Saint Louis University.
• Robert Angulo was awarded a 3-Year Advance
Designee Scholarship to Missouri S&T.
• Keaton Noah was awarded a 4-Year Air Force ROTC
Scholarship to Missouri S&T

No flowers, balloons, signs, etc. may
be brought into the stadium; however,
each guest is encouraged to bring
an unopened bottle of water into the
stadium. Fountains will be blocked off,
but restrooms will be available.
Upon completion of the ceremony,
graduates will be dismissed one row
at a time to return to their assigned
classrooms and guests will be released
one row at a time from the stadium as
well.
“To maintain social distancing and
avoid individuals congregating in the
parking lot, families are asked to depart
as soon as possible once they reach their
vehicles,” Luebbert said.
Waynesville Career Center Video
Production students will provide live
coverage of the 2020 Waynesville High
School graduation ceremony on Cable
America Local 12. The ceremony will
also be streamed live in high definition
on the Waynesville Channel 12 &
Tiger TV Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/waynesvillech12.
Live coverage of the ceremony begins
Friday, June 19, 2020 at 7:30 PM CST.
Parking lots will open at 6 p.m. No
parking is allowed along GW Lane
Street, which leads to the high school.
In the event of rain, alternative plans
will be announced.

Honors Night,
Prom canceled

Due to social distancing guidelines,
Waynesville High School’s Honors
Night, which was scheduled for June
16, will be held virtually this year. A
video of the event will be published on
the WHS Facebook page. Students will
be notified of awards and scholarships
by the counseling office.
WHS also canceled Prom, which
was scheduled for June 13, due to social
distancing guidelines.

