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6th graders ask for restaurant loans in PBL pilot

Entrepreneurs have been going to
Security Banks of Pulaski County in
record numbers seeking loans to start
their own restaurants. Backed by slick
commercials, slides, budgets, menus
and floor plans, they are making their
case for loans of thousands of dollars.
While their restaurant menus,
locations and sizes vary, the would-be
restauranteers all have one thing in
common: they are sixth graders.
The Waynesville Sixth Grade Center
students are participating in a pilot
program featuring problem-based, realworld learning instead of traditional
academics. Leading this pilot program
are regular education teachers Connie
Cromwell, Pepper Shepherd and Karla
Lindemann and special education
teachers Shannon Shrum and Stephanie
Stokes.
In a traditional classroom, students
might study loans, interest rates,

area, perimeters, cubic square feet,
world cultures, customs, essay
writing, microbes and food safety;
with problem-based learning (PBL),
students still study the same subjects,

but through a direct, hands-on approach.
PBL offers exploratory opportunities
with open-ended questions and through
communication arts, math, science
Continued on page 2

Rob Wilson of Security Banks of Pulaski County listens as students ask for a
loan for their restaurant, “PIzza for Everyone.”

School board members recognized for their volunteer service

Waynesville School Board members were recognized on Jan. 19,
including Dorsey Newcomb, treasurer; Andy Anderson, Lisa Schwandt,
secretary; second row, Paul Shultz II, Mike Keeling, Dr. LeRoy Fulmer,
president; and Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent. Not present: Butch
O’Riley, vice president, and Tiffany Wood, the Fort Leonard Wood liaison
to the board.

Members of the Waynesville R-VI Board of
Education were recognized during their Jan. 19
meeting for their volunteer service.
Gov. Jay Nixon has proclaimed the week of Jan.
24-30 as School Board Recognition Week.
“Being a school board member is a very difficult
form of volunteerism,” says Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent. “As elected officials charged with
governing a system that must respond to local, state
and national expectations, which are not always
aligned, the job of a board director can be quite
complex. Frequent phone calls, visits from concerned
patrons, and sometimes difficult trips to the grocery
store can make the position of school board member
stressful for the zero dollar a month salary.”
Despite the challenges, Waynesville’s board
members keep the best interest of students at the
forefront.
Continued on page 2

Snack in a Pack
fundraiser is
Feb 15 at Panera

Rob Wilson and Mike Dunbar of Security Banks of Pulaski County listened as
sixth graders shared their plans for restaurants and asked them for loans as part
of the problem-based learning curriculum.

Restaurant loans
and social studies, students figure out
solutions to real-world problems using
technology every day.
For one PBL assignment, students
had to prepare to open their own
restaurant – including finding an
existing building or land for sale –
determine the cost to remodel or build a
restaurant, select their cuisine, prepare
a budget, work collaboratively with a
teammate and create a presentation to
ask a banker for a loan.
“We had students go to a real estate
office to see what commercial buildings
were available,” Cromwell says.
“We had students who interned at a
restaurant. Without it being required,
students were working collaboratively
at home using Google drive. Student
engagement was huge.”
Beyond their teachers, a restaurant
owner spoke with students about what
it takes to open, operate and succeed
in the food industry and a health
inspector spoke with students about
the importance of cleanliness and food
safety requirements. When it came time
to ask for a loan, students prepared to
come before bankers Mike Dunbar and
Rob Wilson of Security Banks.
When initially asked if he and
Rob Wilson would listen to the
presentations, Dunbar readily said yes,
but wondered how much sixth graders
would really know about the lending
process.
Both Dunbar and Wilson were
thrilled at how well the students did.

Snack in a Pack will host a fundraiser
from 3 to 8 p.m. Monday, Feb. 15, at
Panera Bread in St. Robert. A portion of
the proceeds from every purchase with a
flyer will go to Snack in a Pack to help
feed Waynesville
R-VI students who
might otherwise
go hungry over
the weekends and
holidays. The
flyer is required
and available by
clicking here. (If your browser blocks
it, click “trust this site.”)
Help support

Continued from page 1

“Students made eye contact, were
extremely prepared and were well
rehearsed. You could tell that these
students had worked hard and had
spent many hours preparing for the
presentations. Each presentation was
a little different and reflected the
personalities of the team members.”
That’s because just like in the real
world, students knew that only the best
presentations would make the cut and
only 21 students ultimately went to the
bank.
“This is one of the best real-world
educational programs at the school
that I have participated in and from a
business perspective, I would encourage
the district to expand the pilot program
next year,” Dunbar says. “When I asked
a student what he had learned, the
student said, ‘I now know why I need
to learn math.’ That is powerful when
a student grasps why he needs to learn
something for the future.’”
While the Sixth Grade Center’s
approach is already unique with its
focus on Stephen Covey’s “The 7
Habits of Highly Effective People”
and student leadership groups, “the
PBL cross-curriculum approach takes
everything one step closer to college
and career readiness,” says Principal
Marsha Smith.
Editor’s note: This story, along with
two other stories about the pilot PBL
program, will appear in the I in the
Tiger newsletter that will be delivered
to all patrons in the Waynesville R-VI
School District in March.

Monday, February 15, 2016
3:00 pm - 8:00 pm

at the Panera Bread bakery-cafe at
138 Old Route 66, St. Robert, MO

Bring this flyer when you dine with us on Monday, February 15, 2016, and we’ll
donate a portion of the proceeds from your purchase to Snack in a Pack. It’s a
handcrafted, delicious meal, all for a great cause!
Learn more about Fundraising Nights at Panera Bread at:
www.PaneraBread.com/fundraiser
Panera Bread® Gift Card, Panera Catering and online purchases are excluded from this event.
©2015 Panera Bread. All rights reserved.

School board
Continued from page 1

“The great news for us as members
of this community is that we have an
outstanding school district,” Henry
says. “This is a reflection of the
wisdom, guidance and support we
receive from an outstanding Board
of Education. With a blend of former
educators, businessmen, engineers,
community members, and soldiers our
board reflects the unique characteristics
of our community. It is clear that our
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education
serves kids and our district excels as a
result of this support.”

The WHS Debate team competed
at Bolivar High School on Jan. 16.
Freshman Zoie Francisco made it
to semi-finals in radio speaking and
placed 3rd overall in novice LincolnDouglas Debate.

Three file for
school board

The names of three individuals –
Butch O’Riley, Charles Quinn and
Dorsey Newcomb – will appear on the
April 5 ballot for the Waynesville R-VI
Board of Education.
Two positions, those currently
held by Butch O’Riley and Dorsey
Newcomb, are up for election for threeyear terms.

WCC staff members receive praise

Dr. LeRoy Fulmer, the president
of the Waynesville R-VI Board of
Education, was recognized during
January’s school board meeting for
achieving Distinguished Certification
in the Missouri School Boards’
Association (MSBA) certified board
member program. He is pictured with
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent.

Joshua Scott, director of MSHSAA
activities for the Waynesville R-VI
School District, was recognized
during January’s school board
meeting for being elected secretary of
the Board of Directors of the National
Athletic Directors (NIAAA) Delegate
Assembly. He is pictured with Dr.
Brian Henry, superintendent.

Courtwarming is
Feb. 5 at WHS gym

Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent of the
Waynesville R-VI
School District, praised
the Waynesville Career
Center staff during their
January Super Session
for:
• hosting a career fair
with representatives from
local businesses, military
branches, colleges,
universities and the
WCC’s own adult education programs, providing students and their parents with the
opportunity to learn more about the college and career opportunities available to them
• completing COE accreditation
• JROTC Raiders receiving second place at Nationals
• having several staff members attend industry related professional development
• the continued progress on the WCC House and the three programs working
together to make it possible
• graphics design student, Hannah Schroder, who designed the new logo for the
Pulaski County Library District
Each of the
schools
presented items
to the Waynesville
R-VI Board of
Education in
recognition of
School Board
Recognition
Week. In addition
to the treats,
homemade
cards and
official school
tiger coins,
board members
received a giant
card signed from
the Waynesville
Sixth Grade
Center.

Superintendent gives
praise to 6th grade staff

In Maranda Beck’s 1st grade classroom at East Elementary,
Pastor Charles Howard read “Martin’s Big Words” by Doreen
Rappaport to commemorate Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Beck’s students had read several books about MLK Jr.,
created a timeline on his life and learned about how it felt
to be treated unfairly by incorporating a positive behavior
learning opportunity with Skittles.

Waynesville Sixth Grade staff received praises during their
Jan. 22 Super Session with Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent.
Henry praised them for:
• implementation and support of the pilot Problem Based
Learning (PBL) team that allows students to tackle real-world
problems while implementing cross-curriculum skills (see
related story on page 1)
• continued implementation of LEAD groups, which highly
engage students and teach them how to be leaders in their
schools and community
• significant improvements in English Language Arts and
reading scores through cross-curriculum work

Members of Waynesville Sixth Grade Center’s Library LEAD
committee visited East Elementary on Jan. 14.

Dr. Brian Henry expressed his thanks to the Sixth Grade
Center’s staff as both a parent and the superintendent.

On Jan. 20, Col. Andrew Herbst, the Fort Leonard Wood
Garrison Commander; Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent; Fort
Leonard Wood region local governments and other public
and private organizations signed a charter agreement to form
the Fort Leonard Wood Community Partnership Leadership
Committee (FLWCPLC). The FLWCPLC committee will provide
an on-going platform for leaders to discuss partnership
opportunities and collaborations that are beneficial for
Fort Leonard Wood and the region. Fort Leonard Wood’s
Garrison Commander or representative and the Sustainable
Ozarks Partnership (SOP) Executive Director will co-chair
the committee and be responsible for conducting quarterly
meetings.

The Lady Tigers
built an 11-point
lead early in the
second quarter, but
Lebanon chipped
away and went on
to win the Ozark
Conference game
58-54 Thursday
on Tiger Court.
The girls play at
home again on
Monday, Feb. 1.
The WHS boys
will play at home
next on Feb. 5 for
Courtwarming.

