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Hundreds participate in MLK Jr Day of Service

By the Community Resources Office

On Thursday, Jan. 12, the
Waynesville R-VI School District
participated in the 5th Annual Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service,
facilitated by AmeriCorps and
AmeriCorps VISTA members.
“It is great to see the unity that this
year’s MLK Day of Service brought
to the district and the surrounding
community,” said Todd Whalen,
director of the Community Resource
Office. “All schools participated in one
way or another, which says a lot about
our willingness to recognize and serve
those in need. I think Dr. King would
have been proud of the efforts put forth
by our students, staff and volunteers.”
Waynesville High School and
Waynesville Sixth Grade Center
served off campus at 10 different
sites including Waynesville Animal
Shelter, Life Care Center of
Waynesville, Waynesville Public

Library, Waynesville-St Robert
Senior Center, Good Samaritan of
the Ozarks, Wood Elementary, East
Elementary and Williams Early
Childhood Center.

All Waynesville Middle School students
had the opportunity to create usable
items to be donated to various non-profit
agencies, students, faculty, and community
Continued on page 2

National Honor Society students worked with Williams Early Childhood students.

The Waynesville R-VI Board of Education members received recognition and small tokens of appreciation during their regular
meeting on Jan. 17 to celebrate the upcoming School Board Recognition Week, which is Jan. 22-28. As a special treat,
All-State Band member Caitlyn Banks played the flute and All-State Choir members sang the WHS alma mater. The Board
members are Dr. LeRoy Fulmer, president; Butch O’Riley, vice president; Andy Anderson, secretary; Paul Shultz II, treasurer;
Lisa Schwandt, Charles Quinn and Mike Keeling.

MLK Jr. Day

members. Students chose from 17 stations led
by AmeriCorps members. They created things
such as dog toys for the shelters; hand scrub
for cafeteria staff; flashcards and playdough for
pre-k students; oatmeal packs for a supplemental
food program; thank you and valentine cards for
military, police officers, firefighters and senior
citizens; placemats for the homebound; blessing
bags for the homeless; and cookies for the
military. Two of the most popular stations were
the playdough and the dog toys made from old
t-shirts donated by Good Samaritans of the Ozark
and Dixon Caring Center. Piney Ridge students
also had the opportunity to create usable items by
making dog biscuits for the local animal shelters.
Three of the elementary schools had
Waynesville High School students assisting in
physical eduation programs and serving within
the classrooms. Others participated in a “Random
Acts of Kindness” program and learned more
about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Pick students will be assisting with the delivery
of the items created by the Waynesville Middle
School and Piney Ridge students.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, “Life’s
most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What
are you doing for others?’” Waynesville R-VI
School District students are a fine example of
the dedication to serve, help others and lead a
community as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once
did.
About 800 Waynesville Middle School
students participated in service-learning
activities on Thursday in recognition of Martin
Luther King Jr. Day of Service. AmeriCorps/
VISTA members led the activities by setting
up 17 different service-learning stations to
benefit 18 different community groups. Far
right, sixth graders also volunteered at the
Waynesville Animal Shelter.

Some of the many AmeriCorps/VISTA members who organized and led activities during the district’s 5th Annual Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Day of Service.

Charles Howard read the book,
“Martin’s Big Words,” to students at
East Elementary in honor of the MLK
holiday.

Above, members of
the National Honor
Society read to
students at Williams
Early Childhood
Center on Thursday
in recognition of
Martin Luther King
Jr. Day of Service.
At right, WHS
football players read
to Wood Elementary
students.

Photos above
and on left,
Waynesville 6th
graders read
to students at
East Elementary
on Thursday in
recognition of
Martin Luther
King Jr Day of
Service. Photos
on right, WHS
National Honor
Society students
worked with
Williams Early
Childhood
students.

Freedom 3rd graders find 4 ways to help animals
By Amanda Burton
Freedom Elementary 3rd
grade teacher

Students at Freedom
Elementary researched what
negatively affects food
chains and how they can
help. They each researched
and typed up a specific
problem that is directly
impacting animals and the
food chains.
The students first
researched what negatively
impacts the food chain.
They came up with
pollution (car fumes, litter,
oil spills), destruction of
habitats, extinction, natural
disasters (hurricanes,
floods, forest fires), over
hunting, climate changes
and diseases. They each
picked one that they wanted to present.
They typed up a paper explaining what
the problem is and what people could
do to help. They then were asked to
create some kind of presentation. They
brought in items that they wanted to
recycle and reuse in their projects.
Most students picked to make a display,
but two students wrote songs.
As a class, the third graders came up
with four ways that they can help save
the animals. One way was to pick up
litter and recycle, so the students went
out after lunch one day and picked up
litter all around the school. The second
thing they came up with was to adopt an

animal that was critically endangered.
They picked the Amur Leopard, which
is extinct in the wild currently, but
there are some still alive in zoos and
wild animals parks. The students sent
$55 to help this almost-extinct animal
to the World Wildlife Foundation. The
WWF sent an adoption certificate and
a stuffed animal. For their third way,
students chose to reuse materials for
their projects in order to help save the
environment. Lastly, they wrote letters
to firefighters thanking them for fighting
forest fires and giving them words of
encouragement.
After everything was completed,
parents were invited in to see all that

they had accomplished, including
photos of their work, a display that
showed the adoption and the letters
they had written. They brought in a
hedgehog because hedgehogs are also
endangered. They showed their projects
to their parents and then walked their
parents around the room to see the other
projects.

Courtwarming will be held Friday, Feb. 10, with the
Courtwarming Queen being crowned between the JV
and Varsity Boys Basketball games at WHS.

Kelsey Arnold, a Waynesville High School senior, (center) signed to play
volleyball for Evangel University this morning, Jan. 10, 2017. Present for the
signing were Evangel coaches; Sarah Covey, WHS head volleyball coach; and in
the back row, Earl Arnold, her father; Alyssa Arnold, her sister; and Peggy Arnold,
her mother.

Parents opt-in
to get texts
Waynesville R-VI parents who
would like to receive text messages for
announcements such as school closings,
bus delays, etc., will need to OPT IN for
this service. To opt in, parents should
do the following:
· Text “Y” to 67587
The parent will receive a
confirmation message that will state,
“You’re registered 4 SchoolMessenger
Notifications.” The Waynesville R-VI
School District will issue a test text
message at 1 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 26.
Parents who have texted Y to 67587,
but do not receive the test text message
should contact their child’s school to
ensure their cell phone number has been
entered into the correct field.
Parents may Opt-out by texting
STOP to 67587

Pictured are both Dominique Lanier (left) and Kai Byrom (right) with WCC Director Dr. Traci Pattison.

WCC names 2 students of the month for January
Dominique Lanier (above left) and Kai Byrom (above
right) were named the Waynesville Career Center students
of the month for January 2017.
Lanier, a Waynesville High School senior, is in the
WCC’s health science class. Her instructor is Jordan
Walters.
“Dominique was recently voted HOSA president by
her peers,” Walters said. “She sets the bar high for her
peers; she comes to class with a positive attitude, and a
willingness and wanting to learn. She is very responsible
and respectful. Dominique is a shining example of what we
all wish our students could be like.”

Byrom is a sophomore from Waynesville High School
who is in the JROTC class at WCC. His instructor is 1st SGT
Meghan Fadl.
“Cadet Byrom is not an individual who would stand out
immediately, but after observing him you would realize
his character is above reproach,” Fadl said. “He is always
focused on doing his best at all times. Good sportsmanship
and doing the right thing is always his first thought, from
picking up trash he sees on the ground, to reporting penalties
(he committed) that the judges may not have seen at Raider
meets. He has done this at more than one meet. Byrom is a
great-hearted individual and I can always count on him doing
the right thing and setting the example for others.”

In December, Williams Early Childhood Center’s PIE partners helped Santa
and Mrs. Clause as they visited with the students. DENTAC and GLWACHMEDDAC are the Partners in Education for Williams.

Angelo Amodio, father; Kimberly Amodio, mother; Marianne
Ward, Rotary president; Isabella Amodio; Michele Sumter,
WMDS principal; and Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent.

Courtney Long, principal; Marianne Ward, Rotary president;
Aminah Mujahid, Brandi Mujahid, mother; and Dr. Brian
Henry, superintendent.

Amodio and Mujahid named Rotary’s January Students of Month
Isabella Amodio, an eighth grader, has been named the
Waynesville Middle School Rotary Student of the Month for
January and was honored Tuesday, Jan. 10, at the monthly
Rotary Club meeting.
Amodio, the daughter of Angelo Amodio and Kimberly
Amodio, is an ‘A’ student. She is committed to academics and
her teachers describe her as being a very diligent student. She is
a member of the National Junior Honor Society and president
of Student Government. Amodio enjoys baton twirling and
competitive cheerleading and participates in volleyball and

track. In the future Amodio plans to attend college and to
become a neurosurgeon.
On the same day, Aminah Mujahid, a senior, was the named
Waynesville High School Student of the Month for January.
Mujahid has signed to compete in track and cross country
at Auora University in Illinois, where she plans to major in
sociology. She is a two-time sectional qualifier in the 400
meter in 2016 and the 4x800 in 2015. Mujahid is a class leader
who volunteers as a freshman mentor and in the community
through the Kiwanis Club. She is in the A+ program and has
volunteered in the Special Olympics events at WHS the last

DHAEOP donates
1,467 pairs of socks

The Dogwood Hills Association of Educational Office
Professionals (DHAEOP) collected 1,467 pairs of socks at
Waynesville Schools before the holidays and donated them
to the Good Samaritan Resource Center and Genesis House.
This is a 67% increase over last year’s 879 pairs of socks that
were donated. DHAEOP members are all employees of the
Waynesville R-VI School District. Anyone interested in joining
the group may contact Sandra Rickert at 573-842-2420 or
email her at srickert@waynesville.k12.mo.us.

WMDS to recognize
students on Jan. 27

On Friday, Jan. 27, Waynesville Middle School will be
hosting a recognition of all honor roll and perfect attendance
students at the Parker Fine Arts Building. All parents of honor
roll and perfect attendance students are invited to attend.
Parking will be available at Parker Fine Arts and refreshments
will be provided for those attending.
For further information, please contact the middle school at
573-842-2550.

This past weekend Thespian Troupe 1669
housed at Waynesville High School attended the
Missouri State Thespian Conference. In addition
to attending numerous workshops and theatrical
training courses, Troupe 1669 competed in
several Events: Costume Design, Monologue
Performance, Set Design, Stage Management,
and Solo Musical; all of which were ranked
excellent. The WHS fall production of “The
Uninvited” was also asked to perform in the short
play festival on the last day of the conference. On
a special note, WHS Principal Courtney Long was
awarded the Outstanding Administrator Award
for her support and advocacy of the arts in all its
forms.

Waynesville
High School
staff members
volunteered at
Good Samaritan of
the Ozarks prior to
the School Board
meeting on Jan.
17.

