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Jamie Erlewine,
art teacher at the
Waynesville Sixth
Grade Center,
taught a lesson
about Native
Americans and
the significance
of dreamcatchers.
After the lesson,
students drew
and painted their
own original
dreamcatcher with
blacklight paint.
Students were
extremely creative
and highly engaged
during this lesson.
In addition, sixth
grade students
were taught the
importance of
embracing diverse
cultures and beliefs.

Nurses get
2nd dose of
vaccine

“Like many people, I was a little
apprehensive about getting the
vaccine; however, I wanted to
be part of the solution.”

– Holly Kinsley, school nurse at
Waynesville Career Center

Waynesville R-VI nurses Shawn
Layman and Holly Kinsely are shown
receiving their second doses of the
COVID-19 vaccine on Jan. 29. When
asked why she received the vaccine as
soon as she was able to, Layman, the
school nurse at Wood Elementary, said,
“I got my vaccine to protect my family,
friends, my fellow staff members and
my students.” Layman noted that she
was a little tired after the second shot
Continued on page 2

“I got my vaccine to protect
my family, friends, my fellow
staff members and my
students.”

– Shawn Layman, school nurse at
Wood Elementary

Assisting with
vaccine event
Waynesville Career Center instructors
and nursing students volunteered during
the Mass Community Vaccine Event with
the National Guard on Jan. 30 and school
nurses volunteered on Jan. 31 in St. Robert.
In addition, a Waynesville R-VI school bus
was available for those working the event
to get out of the weather.
“In the movie ‘Robots, Big Weld,’ they
had the motto of ‘See a need, fill a need’
and that’s exactly the motto that tens of
nurses and other volunteers adopted at the
PCHC COVID Vaccination Clinic,” said
Melissa Martinez, wellness coordinator at
the Pulaski County Health Department. “Without complaint, these amazing people used
their time, talents and resources to fill a need that desperately needed to be filled.”
More than 2,000 individuals received their first dose of COVID-19 vaccines at the
vaccine event. WCC nursing class students and instructors volunteered on Friday and
school nurses Melissa Harpel and Holly Kinsley volunteered on Saturday.
“Without the men and women that stepped up to selflessly and tirelessly serve
those in need, it would not have been possible to administer over 2,000 vaccinations,”
Martinez said. “Thank you from all of the staff at the Pulaski County Health
Department. Your service and sacrifice are appreciated more than you will ever know!”
The vaccine event was organized by the Pulaski County Health Center, Missouri
National Guard, Jordan Valley Community Health Center and Department of Health
and Senior Services with assistance from Missouri FEMA and SEMA and others.

Pilz celebrates 400 victories
Chris Pilz, Waynesville High
School’s head boys basketball
coach, marked his 400th win as a
basketball coach on Feb. 2. Pilz
was recognized on Feb. 3 with a
plaque, cake and video messages.
Athletic Director Cory Ace
said, “400 wins is truly an
accomplishment as very few
coaches reach this milestone
in their career. Chris’ former
players, coaches and colleagues
sent him video messages and in
each of those videos it wasn’t
basketball that the interviewees
spoke about, but more importantly
the lessons they learned from
Coach that helped positively
shape their lives. This is a true
testament to his devotion to being
a transformational coach”.

WHS BETA
students
qualify for
Nationals
Waynesville High School BETA
students have placed in the top in the
state at the Missouri State Convention
and have qualified for the National Beta
Convention this summer.
“I am so proud of the hard work that
these students have put into Beta Club,
especially during this year where we
have had very little contact with each
other,” said Dawn Wilking, BETA
sponsor.
The following WHS students placed
in these categories:
• Social Studies- 9th grade- 1st
place- Kinsley Guida
• Math 11th grade- 3rd placeLydia Choi
• Onsite Drawing- Division II- 5th
place-Zoey Crowe
• Science- 11th grade- 5th placeSarah Hilburgh
• Speech Division II- 5th place Amelia Falge
• Freshmen Problem Solving-5th
place-Fatima Amjed, Ciaera
Andres-Kazuma, Hannah Shipp,
and Kinsley Guida

Nurses
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on Friday, but reported right back to
work on Monday morning.
Kinsley, the school nurse at the
Waynesville Career Center, said, “I’m
excited and grateful to be able say, I
was able to get my 2nd Covid vaccine
Friday. Outside of a sore arm, no side
effects to report either time! Like many
people, I was a little apprehensive about
getting the vaccine; however, I wanted
to be part of the solution. I chose to
be vaccinated in order to protect my
family, myself and my community.”

Fourth graders at Wood Elementary on Fort Leonard Wood chose a single word to “design” as part of their celebration of
Black History Month in February. Megan Newman, the art teacher at Wood, encouraged students to consider meaningful
words that resulted in this creative Black History Month art display.

Waynesville High School has announced its Courtwarming Court. This year’s theme is “Victory is Sweet.” The queen and king
will be crowned between the JV and varsity boys basketball games tonight. The court members are front left to right: Aamna
Amjed, Vanessa Blake, Erica Taylor, Ryleigh Felty, Payton Clifford; rear left to right: Elijah Machuca, CJ Castle, Gavin Miller,
Michael Lewis, John Eley, Chase Evans and Aaren Charbonier. Not pictured: Emilee Quick and Cassandra Plummer. Photo by
Mary Henry

Athletic Director Cory Ace presented the Tiger Stripes Award to Bryan O’Barr (left) and Isabella Pondrom (right) at Wednesday
night’s boys basketball game. The Tiger Stripes Award is presented to an outstanding varsity athlete who maintains excellent
academic achievement, keeps a high attendance rate and demonstrates good citizenship.

Wilkerson named Classified Employee of Month
Karen Wilkerson, a paraprofessional at
Waynesville Middle School, has been named the
Classified Employee of the Month.
Wilkerson was surprised on Wednesday, Feb.
3, when Hilary Bales, assistant superintendent
of personnel services, presented her with a
certificate in front of Dan Deering, secretary of the
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education; Rick Harne,
Board of Education member; Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent; and Brian Vernon, principal at
Waynesville Middle School.
One of her nominators stated, “Karen is always
looking for ways to help others and improve our
school morale. She is the first to volunteer to come
early or stay longer for the benefit of the team and
help students.”
Other nominators stated, “Karen does more than she is
expected … and will do anything she is asked to do. She
truly loves her students. Mrs. Wilkerson has worked hard to
organize and assist with academic assistance after school. She
organizes the kids and gets them to where they need to be in
a timely manner. She also double checks our teachers staying
after school and is a huge asset to our WIN program. She is
an excellent and welcoming mentor. Karen brings a positive
attitude into any situation and is willing to go the extra mile

to learn about a particular skill or product in order to help the
rest of us ease into the use of it. She’s a great team player and
a valued member of the middle school family. Mrs. Wilkerson
is a hard-working para who works with ID students. She goes
above and beyond to come up with interesting lessons, and
ways to make the learning fun. She always has a smile on her
face and never complains. She helps the teacher in the class like
a co-teacher would. She is a joy to work with and is a makes a
huge difference with our ID students.”

There will be no school on Feb. 15 in recognition of President’s Day.

Wilhelm named Certified Employee of the Month
Charley Wilhelm, a fourth grade teacher
at Wood Elementary, has been named the
Certified Employee of the Month.
Wilhelm was surprised on Wednesday,
Feb. 3, when Hilary Bales, assistant
superintendent of personnel services,
presented her with a certificate in front of
Dan Deering, secretary of the Waynesville
R-VI Board of Education; Rick Harne,
Board of Education member; Dr. Brian
Henry, superintendent; and Melanie
Mitchell, principal at Wood Elementary
School.
One of her nominators stated that
Wilhelm is “positive with her co-workers
and her students. She has such an amazing
demeanor; she never gets panicked or
rattled, but always finds a way to move
forward and help keep students learning.”
Another nominator stated, “Although Charley is known as
a problem-solver, her greatest asset is how she builds positive
relationships with her students. Her students want to come to

school to see what they will be doing next. She sparks their
curiosity and gets students to want to dig deeper into a subject
to learn more about it. Her students are engaged in learning.
She also effectively utilizes technology to further enhance
student learning.”

Thayer students celebrate 100th day of school

Thayer Elementary
students and staff
celebrated the 100th
day of school on
Feb. 4 by dressing
up as they see
themselves at 100
years of age.

