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Whitt named
WHS Principal

First graders in art class at Thayer Elementary painted a skin tone rainbow
while learning about diversity and exploring the many different skin tones
that make up our world. The lesson was prefaced by reading a book called,
“Skin Like Mine” by Latashia M. Perry. In this book, Perry likens the many
shades of brown that make up our world to delicious sweet treats.

Dr. Jason Whitt will become the principal of
Waynesville High School on July 1; Whitt will
replace Randy Luebbert, who is retiring.
“Dr. Whitt is an experienced leader who was
chosen from a field of excellent candidates,”
said Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent. “He
was chosen because of his strong focus on
academic excellence through continuous
improvement, which he achieves through
building relationships
with students, staff
and the community.”
Whitt’s breadth of
experience includes
working in large and
small high schools
and both inner city
and rural districts.
He is known as an
effective mentor
who promotes
Professional
Learning Communities, implements plans to
improve attendance and celebrates academic
achievements.
“This is a great opportunity to come to a
district that highly values academic excellence;
it matches my personal and professional
philosophy,” Whitt said. “Waynesville is
an impressive district with great community
support, especially from Fort Leonard Wood.”
Whitt holds a bachelor’s in physical
education from College of the Ozarks, a
master’s in educational administration and
an education specialist degree from William
Woods University and a doctorate of education
in educational leadership from Saint Louis
University. He also has completed the 12th
United States Marine Corps Educators
Workshop.
Continued on page 2

WHS principal
Continued from page 1

Whitt has been a principal at Fulton
High School, Southeast High School
in the Kansas City Public School
District and Lexington High School.
Whitt also has served as an assistant
superintendent of personnel and student
services for Moberly Public Schools
and as an adjunct professor at William
Woods University.
Whitt and his wife, Sheri Whitt, a
math teacher, have been married for 20plus years and have three dogs.

For the month
of February,
Freedom
Elementary
celebrated
Black History
Month with
a “I have
a dream”
bulletin
board, which
included a
celebration
of the
achievements
of Martin Luther King Jr.

WCC student’s design selected for state SkillsUSA
Shayla Jones, a Waynesville Career
Elements
Missouri T-Shirt Design Contest
Center advertising design student, created
the winning image to represent Missouri
SkillsUSA students for 2021. Jones, who is
in her first year
in the advertising
mailsto
design program
n
font
at the WCC, is
from Stoutland.
She submitted her
Co
nif
e
fon rous
designs, along
t
with students from
advertising and
graphic design
Mock Up
programs across
Color scheme: CMYK
C:0% M:57% Y:60% K:0%
the state into the brand design contest. She
will be recognized at the Skills USA State
C:6% M:9% Y:31% K:0%
competition.
C:27% M:29% Y:72% K:11%
“It’s pretty awesome that she won this
competition,” said Donna Groves, advertising
C:92% M:50% Y:50% K:25%
design instructor. “This is our third time
winning this branding competition for our
class.”
Each Missouri SkillsUSA member will be wearing her design on a T-Shirt and a pin.
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Second Grade students at Thayer Elementary used
the scientific method to conduct experiments with dry
ice on Feb. 24, 2021. They used warm water and dish
soap to create the bubbling lava.

Culver’s fundraiser set for 3/3
On Wednesday, March 3, Culver’s in St. Robert will donate 10% of dinner
proceeds from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. ordered through the drive-through to Snack in a
Pack. Snack in a Pack provides meals to approximately 300 district students who
might otherwise go hungry over weekends and holiday breaks.
To host a food drive or learn more about Snack in a Pack, please contact the Waynesville
AmeriCorps VISTA office at (573) 842-2254 or email spack@waynesville.k12.mo.us.

Davis to be first WHS student to attend Thrive program
Seth Davis, a Waynesville High School senior, has been accepted to the University
of Central Missouri Thrive Program. The program prepares students with disabilities to
transition to independent living and find employment that fits their individual goals and
abilities.
“Seth is the first student from WHS to do this and we are excited for him,” said
Natalie Cadena, special education process coordinator at WHS. “Seth announced three
years ago that his goal was to attend college. He has worked hard to prove his ability to
attend and it has paid off.”
Davis has raised his STAR reading score in preparation for college. He has also
become an ambassador for students with disabilities and often speaks publicly about his
disability and how it affects him in his daily life.
Members of the WHS special education team took Davis for his first visit to the
UCM campus in January of 2020 and he became more determined than ever that UCM
was where he wanted to go.
During the two-year Thrive program, students live on the UCM campus and work on
improving their academic abilities and peer interactions while learning computer and
job skills. They also participate in career-focused internships. Thrive graduates earn a
Certificate of Success along with a personal portfolio. Some students may go on to earn
a degree at UCM with student support services in place for their success.
“We are honored to have been a part of Seth’s journey and though we will be sad
when he graduates and moves on, we wish him the best of luck in his new endeavors,”
Cadena said.

Students at Thayer Elementary
have been promoting
kindness throughout the
month of February. Fourth
and fifth grade students in
the Kids Care Club decorated
the hallways with kindness
messages and posters.
Students have also been
participating in the Great
Kindness Challenge that
encourages students to
spread cultural kindness. In
addition, students in Jahsette
Lujan’s first grade class
celebrated kindness around
the world for a fun, onlinelearning inclement weather
day activity.

Middle School staff members receive praise

Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent of the
Waynesville R-VI School District, praised
Waynesville Middle School staff members during
their Super Session on Feb. 26 for:
- quickly transitioning to online learning and
for modeling a “can-do” attitude during
those weeks when it became necessary
to move the middle school to online learning
because of the number of COVID cases
earlier in the school year
- being flexible during construction
- continuing to grow in the PLC process
- implementing the 7 Habits and Core 1 Leader
In Me professional development
- having an overall decrease in discipline
numbers

