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Board steps closer to middle school renovation
The Waynesville R-VI School
District plans to work with the City of
Waynesville to improve Mitchell Creek
before it constructs a new academic
wing at Waynesville Middle School.
“We want to be a good neighbor and
go above and beyond the city codes,”
says Dr. LeRoy Fulmer, president of the
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education.
“For us, it’s not enough to meet
expectations; we want to do everything
we can on our property to improve

Phase 1 (in u-shaped in
orange): Both upper and
lower levels will be the
same, except the cafeteria
will be located in the lower
level and the library/media
center will be located
on the upper level.

Mitchell Creek for our patrons and
community.”
Fulmer and his fellow board members
were so concerned about the potential
of adding to Mitchell Creek’s flood
waters that they halted all discussions of
construction on the middle school site
and ordered a thorough hydraulic study
to be conducted.
The detailed hydraulic study by
Toth & Associates of Springfield, Mo.,
revealed that the new middle school

addition would add just two inches
more to flood waters – at the most – and
furthermore, its scope of impact would
be limited only to district property.
“Even though the two inches are well
within the city’s allowable limits and
we would not have to do anything else,
we want to take extra steps to mitigate
any potential flooding issues,” Fulmer
says. “As board members, we live here
and have witnessed the devastation of
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flood waters firsthand and we want to do everything we can to help
the situation.”
And, so the school district will partner with the city to improve
the bed of Mitchell Creek on its property when it goes to construct
a new middle school addition.
“Beyond this, we will work with the city in the future when it
constructs retention ponds,” says Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent.
“By working with the city, we will not only benefit our neighbors,
but also ourselves and taxpayers. If we can eventually help
minimize flooding, everyone wins.”
With both short-term (Mitchell Creek improvements) and longterm solutions (working with the city when it constructs retention
ponds) in mind, the school board voted to take the next step toward
construction of an academic wing at Waynesville Middle School on
Tuesday, Feb. 16, during their regular board meeting.
The board voted to move forward with Dickinson Hussman
Architects’ Scheme D, which includes 7th and 8th grade classrooms,
science labs, a new cafeteria and library during Phase 1 of the
construction. The detached temporary classrooms and maroon
metal athletic building at the rear of the facility will be demolished
during Phase 1. The preliminary cost estimate is $20 million with
the funds coming from the district’s Capital Fund, made up of
federal B-2 Heavily Impacted Aid Funds that the district has saved
for years for this purpose.
“The best part about this design is that Phase 1 can be
completely constructed without any demolition to the existing
main structure,” says Dr. Chris Berger, assistant superintendent of
operational services. “That allows us to continue to educate our
students in their existing spaces, minus the temporary classrooms
and old metal sports building in the back.”
Waynesville Middle School opened as Waynesville High School
in 1959, which grew from an elementary school (Roubidoux
Elementary) that was built in 1957.
Having been giving the go-ahead, Dickinson Hussman of
Springfield will refine its designs, prepare detailed drawings and
provide a more detailed cost estimate. If approved by the board, the
district could accept bids in July, review them and award a bid as
early as September 2016.
“A number of steps would have to be approved along the way,
but if everything goes smoothly, Waynesville Middle School
students could be occupying the new academic wing as early as
January 2018,” Henry says. “The middle school has long been a
building in need of a major overhaul and I am so glad that we have
finally saved enough heavily impacted aid funds to make Phase 1
possible.”
Phases 2 (in purple) and 3 (in gray) will have to wait until
additional funds become available. In phase 2, demolition will
occur, along with the major renovation of administrative offices,
the addition of safety features and a new music facility. In Phase
3, the gymnasiums and surrounding areas will get updated, but
remain intact.
“Together, these phases keep the best of the existing facilities
while creating new classrooms, state-of-the-art science labs and
academic spaces that will help prepare our students for 21st Century
learning,” Henry says.
But, for now it’s one step at a time and that begins with being a
good neighbor and cleaning up Mitchell Creek for the community.

WHS grad Gijon Robinson presents a golden football to
WHS Principal Courtney Long, his WHS football coach Rick
Vernon and current WHS football coach Brad Drehle. He
is surrounded by his parents Lisa and Guyton Robinson.

WHS grad presents
NFL golden football

Waynesville High School graduate Gijon Robinson –
who played for the Indianapolis Colts in Super Bowl 44 –
presented a golden football to WHS on Feb. 25.
During this year – the Super Bowl’s 50th anniversary –
NFL Super Bowl players are returning to their high schools
to deliver golden footballs across the country.
“When you think about how rare it is for a football
player to make it from the thousands playing high school
to the collegiate level and then on to the NFL, that alone is
incredible,” says Josh Scott, director of athletics. “But Gijon
did the nearly impossible – he made it to the Super Bowl as a
member of the Colts.”
Today, Robinson met with current WHS football players
during their Tiger Time to share his Super Bowl experiences
and to let today’s players know what it takes to make it there.

When Gijon Robinson was a student at Waynesville
High School, his Algebra II teacher Debbie Powell
asked him to sign a photograph for her. Powell said
she was going to keep the photo and when he became
rich and famous, she was going to show it to him.
Thursday night she had that opportunity. Just after
Gijon Robinson, who started in Super Bowl 44 for the
Indianapolis Colts, presented a golden football to his
alma mater, Powell surprised him by showing him the
photo she has kept for more than a dozen years.

The artwork above from Waynesville Middle School students will be on display in the Missouri Capitol through March 24. The
artwork (left to right) is by Mykenzie Parker, 7th grade; Hannah Wolfe, 7th grade; and Gabe Golinghorst, 7th grade.

17 students to have art on display at State Capitol

Artwork from 17 Waynesville
students will be on display at the
Missouri Capitol in Jefferson City
through March 24 on the third floor
rotunda area as part of Youth Art Month
(YAM).
YAM is an annual observance each
March to emphasize the value of
art education for all children and to
encourage support for quality school
art programs. To celebrate, members of
the Missouri Art Education Association
(MAEA) may submit up to four pieces
of student artwork to the MAEA Youth
Art Month Exhibit for display at the
State Capitol.
“It is quite an honor to be selected
for this exhibit,” states Deb Straatmann,
MAEA YAM chair. “These students
represent the quality of visual art
education statewide and showcase
visual art programs throughout schools,
districts and communities in Missouri!”
On March 24, all teachers, students,
and their families are invited to attend

the Youth Art Month Capitol Exhibit
Awards and Recognition Ceremony at
the Missouri State Capitol in the 1st
floor capitol rotunda area. All of the
award recipients will receive a plaque
and their art will be displayed on the
MAEA website. The Governor’s
Choice and Governor’s Mansion
Awards will be professionally matted
and framed and returned to the student’s
art teacher after one year on display.
Waynesville students who had their
artwork sent to the capitol, along with
their building and instructor are as
follows:
Waynesville Middle School
Melissa Lynch – instructor
Gabriel Golinghorst
Mykenzie Parker
Hannah Wolfe
Waynesville 6th Grade Center
Faye May – instructor
Logan Guffey

Freedom Elementary
Johanna Adamson – instructor
Kirk Lamb
Alyssa Rich
Juniper Huggard
Hope Cruz
Partridge Elementary
Sheryl Lamme – instructor
Dailey Vernon
Aubrey Kudzia
Bella Simmons
Paisley Williams
Thayer Elementary
Debbie Akery – instructor
Mason Perez
Tristen Hashimoto
Caroline Hannan
Reagan Ryan
Youth Art Month was created in 1961
by ACMI, a non-profit association of
art and craft materials manufacturers, in
cooperation with the NAEA. In 1984,
ACMI created CFAE to administer the
national Youth Art Month program and
encourage funding for the program.

WHS to host college-bound presentation for parents
The WHS Guidance Department will
host a presentation from the University
of Missouri - Columbia at 6 p.m. March
8 in the WHS auditorium.
The presentation, titled College 101,
is for all sophomore and junior students
and their parents.

Parents who have a son or daughter
who is college bound are strongly
encouraged to attend. Topics that will be
covered in the presentation are:
1. Discover Your Options
2. Prepare Yourself
3. Investigate & Compare

4. The Application Process
5. Financing your Education
6. Learn to Succeed
For more information, please contact
Janell York in the WHS guidance office
at jyork@waynesville.k12.mo.us.

2,000 points

Kallie Bildner reached the goal
she set out to achieve this
year: to reach a career record
2,000 points in basketball. The
Waynesville senior scored her
2,000th point on Thursday,
Feb. 25, at Union High School.
Bildner holds the Waynesville
High School Girls Basketball
record for the most points
and the most rebounds, which
exceeds 1,000.

On Monday, Feb. 22 Williams Early Childhood Center was
recognized by the South Central Regional Professional
Development Center (SC RPDC) in Rolla for their hard
work and deep implementation of the Collaborative Work
(CW) initiative. The CW initiative is a school improvement
effort, supported in part by the Office of Special Education
in the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education. The staff at Williams has participated in
training and onsite support for the past two years in the
research-based practices of collaborative data teams,
data-based decision-making, Formative assessments and
highly effective teaching/learning practices. Williams Early
Childhood Center was recognized as a deeply implementing
early childhood school in the South Central region.

The senior WHS boys basketball players were recognized
during the Feb. 13 game. Cedric Williams, Trey Simpson,
Reggie Walker, Joe Johnson and Dwayne Morton played
their final regular season home game on Thursday night.

The WHS boys basketball senior cheerleaders were
recognized on Feb. 13. They are Giselle Yrojo, Meredith
McNeill, Halle Craven and Yasmine Blakely.

On Thursday, preschool students – wearing their “Happy
1st Day of Preschool” hats – were all smiles after spending
time with “the big kids.” For the next 10 weeks, Waynesville
High School students will gain first-hand experience
working with children ages 3 to 5 during Tiger Preschool.
The WHS students, who are enrolled in child development
class, apply their knowledge of the characteristics of play
and development as they plan and prepare lessons for the
preschoolers in Tiger Preschool.

Wolfe is happy to get called
to the principal’s office
Ashley Wolfe, a senior
at Waynesville High
School, got called to
the principal’s office
and couldn’t be happier
about it. She was there
to receive a call from
Congresswoman Vicky
Hartzler notifying her
of her acceptance into
the West Point Military
Academy. Ashley will join
her sister Kimberly Wolfe
who is a sophomore at
West Point. They are the
first Waynesville sisters
to be at West Point at the
same time. Read more
about her in the I in the
Tiger newsletter in March.

The District Art Show will be held from
1 to 3 p.m. Sunday, March 6, at the
Waynesville Career Center.

Elizabeth Gann’s second grade class at Partridge
Elementary visited the Waynesville Animal Shelter. The
class learned about service workers and what they do for
our community. The students collected donations for the
animal shelter and were able to deliver them in person.

Freedom staff receives
praise from superintendent
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, held a Super Session at
Freedom Elementary on Feb. 19. He praised Freedom for:
– their focus on improving student performance by identifying
strategies that work to make a difference in the lives of students
and working to make academic growth in all subgroups and in all
subject areas
– their student attendance at Freedom, which has increased to
93.9% of their students being at school 90% of the time
– creating a data wall in the Central Workroom to show the
building’s progress and data in a timely fashion
At left, Dr. Brian Henry. Below, the Freedom Elementary staff.

