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AmeriCorps named Chamber’s
Organization of the Year; WHS
senior named Volunteer of Year
AmeriCorps/AmeriCorps VISTA
(top) was named the Organization of the
Year for 2015 during the WaynesvilleSt. Robert Chamber of Commerce
Community Leadership Awards Banquet
on Friday, Feb. 12, 2016.
AmeriCorps was recognized as
an organization that builds capacity
in nonprofit organizations and
communities to help bring individuals
and communities out of poverty by
working to promote literacy, improve
health services, create businesses,
increase housing opportunities or bridge
the digital divide. AmeriCorps hosts
various programs such as Snack in a
Pack and Adventure Leadership Camp
and works in areas including transition
and family support, family workshops,
college and career readiness and
community VISTAs.
The Waynesville-St. Robert Chamber
of Commerce named Charles Collado, a
Waynesville High School senior, (right)
the 2015 Volunteer of the Year during
the banquet. Collado was recognized
for helping to get out the Chamber
members’ information to new service
members and families in the community

Armed drill team commander Steven
Berrios poses with overall trophy.

JROTC places
1st in overall
armed division

Top, AmeriCorps members pose with
the plaque they received. Above,
Charles Collado, a WHS student, was
named the Volunteer of the Year.

by putting together newcomer bags. He
also attended a command orientation
and handed out the bags to service
members. Collado has attended the
Waynesville School District his entire
school career. Collado participates in
the Citizenship Transition to Work
Program.
About 150 people attended the
banquet, which was sponsored by
Sellers-Sexton Ford Lincoln Mazda.

Waynesville JROTC cadets pulled
off their first ever 1st place finish in the
Overall Armed Division at the SmithCotton Drill Invitational on Saturday,
Feb. 13.
“This is a big deal in the world of
drill competitions,” says SGM (Ret)
Bill Lindsey, JROTC instructor.
“Outside of Drill Nationals, this is one
of the most competitive all-service drill
meets in the region.”
A total of 18 teams competed in
the 11th annual Smith-Cotton Drill
Invitational with many nationally
ranked. The previous best for
Waynesville in its 20+ years was last
year’s 3rd place finish.
Continued on page 2

School Board
candidates forum

Waynesville MSTA/CTA will host
a Meet the Candidate Forum for the
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education
at 6 p.m. Thursday, March 24, in the
Waynesville High School library.
Candidates are Butch O’Riley, Charles
Quinn and Dorsey Newcomb. The event
will be broadcast live on Channel 12.
The election is Tuesday, April 5.
Above, Armed Exhibition Team with
trophies. At right, Exhibition Team
Commander Oliver Pagel with Armed
Exhibition trophy.

JROTC

Continued from page 1

At Smith Cotton, Waynesville
finished with the following:
- Armed exhibition team placed 1st
- Armed regulation team placed 6th
- Unarmed color guard placed 4th
Cadet Collin Ronje placed 4th among
300 cadets in the individual drill down
competition.
The next drill meet is tomorrow at
Webb City. Army Nationals will be
April 9 in Louisville, Ky.

WHS students to
host 5K on April 16
for Autism Speaks
Waynesville High School’s autism
students and LEAP classes will host a
“Slew of Blue” 5K fun run for autism
awareness from 8 to 11 a.m. April 16.
The entry fee is $20 for those who
register before March 11. After March
25, the fee is $25. Prizes will be given
to the top male and female runners.
All proceeds will go to Autism
Speaks. For more information and
registration forms, contact Laura
Laughlin at llaughlin@waynesville.
k12.mo.us or Justine Swan at jswan@
waynesville.k12.mo.us.

Third grade students in Kyla
Gerber’s science class at
Freedom Elementary enjoyed
creating “Fizzy Purple Cows”
as they studied the properties
of matter. “Fizzy purple
cows” consist of vanilla
ice cream and grape soda.
The ice cream is a visual
representation of a solid,
the grape soda is the liquid,
and the excessive bubbles
created are carbon dioxide,
a gas.

109 WHS students donate blood on Feb. 2
By Alexis Willingham,
WHS student
Four times a year, Waynesville
High School’s Student Government
Association teams up with the
Community Blood Center of the Ozarks
to collect blood for people in need. The
most recent blood drive was on Feb. 2
with109 people donating on this day.
Because one pint of blood could save
three lives, the teachers and students at
Waynesville High School potentially
saved 327 people.
“We teamed up with CBCO in 1994.
This was around the time they just
formed,” said Student Government
Advisor Gary Young.
WHS Senior Justin Gomez has
donated three times. He was first
motivated to donate through the chance
to skip math class, but he also wanted
to donate because it was a chance to do
a good deed. Because he has O- blood
type, “everyone is able to take my
blood,” Gomez says.
Aubrie Patrick is a WHS student who
has donated twice at Waynesville. “I
don’t like to donate, but I do it because I
like helping people.”
Halle Craven, first-time donor, said,
“I’ve never been so scared in my life,
but after I gave blood it was fine. I
kind of felt stupid because it really was
easy.”

“I have given
blood three times
throughout high
school. My first
time donating I was
terrified. I cried
before I even saw
the needle. After
donating I realized
it wasn’t as bad as I
thought it was going
to be so I continued
donating. I don’t
prefer to give blood,
but it is worth it
to face my fear of
needles for a few
minutes to save a
life.”

Alexis Willingham (left) lends support as Aubrie
Patrick donates blood.

Kaylee Brewer was also a first-time
donor who said, “I thought it was going
to be worse than what it was.” She
mentioned that only 8 percent of people
have her blood type, which is O-. “I
give blood because it doesn’t hurt to
save three lives.”

– Aubrie Patrick
WHS student

Jesse Campos, who has never
donated before stated that “I’m scared
of needles.” This is a fear among many
students at Waynesville; however, a
student named Giselle Yrojo has a
different reason for not donating. “I
wish I could give blood, but I don’t
weigh enough.”

LEAP classes send chemo care kits to kids

With thousands of kids from all around the world
dealing with side effects from chemotherapy, the 5th and
6th grade LEAP classes wanted to do something to help.
Their help came in the way of collecting items for “Chemo
Care Kits for Kids” that will provide comforting items
to children undergoing chemotherapy. The Chemo Care
Kits contain items to help kids deal with side effects from
chemotherapy.
When several sixth grade students were asked about
their effort to support the cause, Hyrum Blau stated that,
“(I) wish we could have collected more.”
Truman Trower explained that for her, “It was fun to
write letters to the kids,” and Lydia Choi exclaimed, “I
thought it was good to help people.”
The LEAP students, as well as the kids receiving the
items, all appreciate the donations that were received last
month. Thanks to the support of the students, parents, and
staff at the Sixth Grade Center, LEAP students have three
large boxes of items to be delivered to Cardinal Glennon
Children’s Hospital in St. Louis.

Fifth and sixth grade LEAP students collect items to give to children
undergoing chemotherapy.

Chance Carmack wrestles in an
earlier match this year.

8 wrestlers go
to state meet

Eight Waynesville High School
wrestlers made their way to the state
wrestling meet this weekend. They are:
Chance Carmack-106
Sean Sax-113
Teyler Bruch-132
Michael Cassidy-138
Peter Lucitt-152
David Hawk-160
Todd Angel-195
Brandon Fancher-220

3 football players
receive All State
recognition
During the Feb. 16 Board of
Education meeting, Josh Scott, director
of athletics, presented All State
Recognition Awards to the following
Waynesville High School football
players :
• Sam Roberts for earning 1st Team
Defensive Lineman All State
• Sam Roberts for earning All Media
Selection 2nd Team All State
• Seth Hedrick for earning 3rd Team
Receiver All State
• Ethan Gatzemeyer (pictured above)
for earning Academic All State

Drumline to perform tomorrow
Story by Dylan Thompson and Xenia
Starner, WHS students
The 2016 WHS Indoor Drumline
is gearing up to compete with their
show “What Goes Up” in their first
competition in Nixa on Saturday, Feb.
20.
The ensemble of 27 students meets
frequently to rehearse music and
drill, practicing for up to three hours
at a time. With only part of the show
learned, there is still much work to
be done, even outside of rehearsal.
Drumline members must sacrifice a lot
of time and energy to practice and go
over things on their own time.
Drumline member Dequawn Deberry
took time to preview the Nixa trip and
provide insight to the drumline.
Heritage-Tribune: What keeps
you going during long practices?
Deberry: “The knowledge that if I
and the drumline keep going, we will
accomplish great things”
Heritage-Tribune: Many people
would not be able to handle so much
work, but the drumline members
remain dedicated to finishing the
show. They are hoping to place better
than ever before in this year’s season.
What are you looking forward to in
this year’s show?
Deberry: Seeing the skill and
performances of other drumlines and
the bus rides.”
Heritage-Tribune: Even when the
show is entirely learned, there is still
much work to do. Visuals need to

be added, drill needs to be changed,
music needs adjusted and technique
needs work. The work never seems
to stop, however that does not mean
that it isn’t enjoyable. What is your
favorite part of the show and why?”
Deberry: “Second movement. There’s
an awesome groove section and it
builds to a powerful and impactful
finale.”
Heritage-Tribune: The show
tells a story about overcoming one’s
obstacles, shown by the drumline
struggling to move and march
through an unseeable gravity field,
building a representation of an
otherworldly atmosphere. Although
plans have not been made yet, the
drumline could be performing for
the student body and the public soon.
People who don’t normally see these
types of performances now might
have the opportunity, however there
is a lot that the average person is not
aware of. What do other students
need to know about the WHS
drumline?
Deberry: “Drumline requires focus,
time and hard work but it’s a lot of fun
and pays off tremendously.”
Editor’s note: The Heritage-Tribune
showcases Waynesville High School
student-produced work at http://www.
waynesville.k12.mo.us/Domain/1422

The winning design for the Kids Harbor t-shirt was
designed by WHS junior Dominique Joseph.

Student wins design contest
Dominique Joseph, a Waynesville High School junior
enrolled in graphic design at the Waynesville Career Center,
won the t-shirt design competition for Kids Harbor. Kids
Harbor assists victims of child abuse and their non-offending
family members as they make their way through the difficult
and often frightening process of a child abuse investigation.

Science Olympiad Team to go to state
The Waynesville High School Science Olympiad Team
has qualified for state. The team competed over the Feb. 13
weekend in Missouri University of Science and Technology’s
regional event and placed 4th overall. WHS will advance
to the state meet at Westminster College on April 9. Special
recognition in these areas go to:
Air Trajectory
2nd place Saryia Rawaekklang, Nich 		
			
Burch, Alex Diaz
Electric Vehicle 3rd place Tomas Loranger and Mason
			
Michels
Robot Arm
3rd place
Michael O’Donnell, John
			
Sneed, Nica Burch
Protein Modeling 3rd place Patrick Lucitt and Mackenzie
			
Cunningham
Chem Lab
4th place
Dakota Lanning and Lindsey
			
Krammer
Cell Biology
4th place
Mackenzie Cunningham and
			
Lindsey Krammer
Forensics
1st place
Javier Diaz and Dakota Lanning

Waynesville FFA celebrates
National FFA Week
The Waynesville FFA at the Waynesville Career Center will
celebrate National FFA Week, Feb. 20-27. This year’s theme is
Amplify! and it embraces more than 85 years of FFA traditions
while looking forward to the organization’s future. More than
half a million members will participate in National FFA Week
activities at local, state and national levels. These members
have a passion for agriculture.
Designated as National FFA Week in 1947, the week of
George Washington’s birthday is FFA Week, and runs from
Saturday to Saturday. FFA Week gives FFA members an
opportunity to educate the public about agriculture. During the
week, chapters conduct a variety of activities to help others in
their school and community learn about FFA and agricultural
education. Waynesville FFA will celebrate National FFA Week
by participating in the following activities:
• Area XIII Basketball/Volleyball Tournament
• Bowling
• Official Dress Day
• State FFA Officer Visit
• 8th Grade Night recruiting at Waynesville High School
• Field Trip to South Central Regional Stockyard & Circle A
• Ag Olympics
Today’s FFA members are the innovators and leaders of
tomorrow. Through agricultural and hands-on learning, they
are preparing for more than 300 career opportunities in the
food, fiber and natural resources industry. National FFA Week
is sponsored by Tractor Supply Company as a special project of
the National FFA Foundation.

3rd case of chickenpox confirmed
at East Elementary on Feb. 17

The Waynesville R-VI School District announced on
Feb17 that East Elementary has had a third confirmed case of
chickenpox. The first was announced on Feb. 3 and the second on
Feb. 11.
The district has been working closely with local and state
health officials and are following their recommendations.
Custodians at East Elementary have been conducting ongoing
extra deep cleanings since Feb. 3 and disinfecting wipes were
delivered to every classroom for continued daily use after the first
confirmed case.
Students are also being reminded of the importance of good
hand-washing techniques and to practice good hygiene.

