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JROTC
& WCC
partner to
help 35
kids
The Waynesville JROTC Tiger
Battalion and Waynesville Career
Center students and staff teamed up
to sponsor 15 additional children this
year – for a total of 35 children – for
the FLW St. Nick’s Benefit. St. Nick’s
provides Christmas gifts to more than
500 children in need on FLW and in
Continued on page 2

6th graders graduate from DARE program
Waynesville sixth graders “graduated” on Dec. 5 from the
DARE program, which was led by School Resource Officer
Enver Medrano, who is the DARE officer for the Waynesville
R-VI School District.
The D.A.R.E. program is designed to boost students’ social
skills, enhance self-esteem and provide tools to help youth
make responsible decisions.
Those recognized for support and guidance of the
program were:
• Waynesville Mayor Luge Hardman
• Waynesville Chief Dan Cordova (photo on page 2)
Recognition for support of program went to:
• Sixth Grade Counselor Erika Coleman
• Waynesville R-VI School District (Michele Sumter
accepted the award on behalf of the district; photo
on page 2)
• Waynesville Sixth Grade Center (Darlene Starner accepted
the award on behalf of WSGC)
As part of the DARE program, students were invited to
Continued on page 2

Above, DARE
essay contest
winners. At far
left, overall essay
winner Kimora
Godwin. At left,
overall poster
winner Ellya
Bagby.

The JROTC
Color Guard
(top right
photo on
page 1) and
Waynesville
High School
Choir (left)
participated
in the
opening
ceremony
for St.
Nick’s on
Wednesday,
Dec. 11.

St. Nick’s

Continued from page 1

the surrounding communities.
In addition to collecting the items, the Cadets assist on post
several days to help sort and pack gift bags as one of their
major service learning projects.

DARE

submit posters and/or write
essays about the DARE
program. The winners are as
follows:
DARE Poster Winner
Ellya Bagby from
Makaela Diedrich’s class
DARE Essay Winners
Alexis Rase from Karla Lindemann’s class
Lilliana Herrin from Karla Lindemann’s class
Ella R. from Leighanne Phipps’s class
Keira Elle Leano from Natalie Manier’s class
Don Cing from Darlene Starner’s class
Kimora Godwin from Darlene Starner’s class
Over All DARE Essay Winner:
Kimora Godwin from Darlene Starner’s class

The Waynesville High School Chamber Choir, under the
direction of Cydnee Gilmore, performed holiday tunes to
help kick off the St. Nick Benefit on Fort Leonard Wood,
which provides toys and other items for children during
the holidays. At left, Col. Eric Towns, Garrison Commander,
thanks the students while Santa hands out treats.

Continued from page 1

Mike Freeman (Sellers-Sexton) presented the annual Tiger
Touchdown check to Athletic Director Cory Ace and Head
Football Coach Joe Haynes. Sellers-Sexton donates $25
for every TD scored throughout the season. According
to Freeman, this has been one of the biggest checks
presented of the $17,000+ that Sellers-Sexton has donated.
The Tigers scored 61 TDs this season, had a record of 7-4,
and finished as Class 5 District 5 runner-ups.

WHS student earns 1st
chair in All-State Band

James Knight, a sophomore at Waynesville High School,
has been selected to the Missouri All-State Band. He
earned the top spot, 1st chair.
On Dec. 7, more than 1,400 students from across
Missouri met at Hickman High School in Columbia to
audition for the honor of participating in the top honor
band in the state. Only 108 students are accepted into this
elite ensemble. The band will meet, rehearse and perform
at the Missouri Music Educators Association Conference at
1:30 p.m. Jan. 25, 2020, in the Grand Salon of Lake of the
Ozark’s Tan-Tar-A Resort.
The conductor and clinician for the 2019-20 Missouri
All-State Band is Dr. Kevin Sedatole, who serves as
director of bands, professor of music and chair of the
conducting area at the Michigan State University College
of Music. At MSU, Sedatole serves as administrator of the
700-member student band program.

Students in Cara
Kelley’s class at
Partridge Elementary
learned about
disguises while
reading the book,
“Turkey Trouble.”
The turkey in the
story tries to avoid
being eaten at
Thanksgiving by
pretending to be other animals. Students then
came up with their own disguises for the turkey,
including Captain Underpants, a cat and a miner.
At right, the students also did a Thanksgiving
STEM challenge to create a dinner table to hold
Thanksgiving feast items.

Davis named Classified
Employee of Month
Amanda Davis, a custodian for both Pick Volunteer and
Educational Facility and Waynesville High School, has been
named the Classified Employee of the Month for November 2019.
She was surprised on Friday, Dec. 6, when Hilary Bales,
assistant superintendent of personnel services, presented her with a
certificate in front of Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, and Tammy
Headrick, principal of Pick Alternative School.
One of her nominators stated, “Amanda is one of the hardestworking employees in
the district, but always
has a smile on her face. Her attention to
detail (pointing to the grout and wall she has
cleaned), combined with her going ‘above
and beyond’ makes her an ideal candidate for
Employee of the Month. Even those outside
the district notice what a great job she does.
The Chamber of Commerce commented
on how she was constantly picking up and
emptying trash during the Community Tiger
Pride Night before our Homecoming game,
despite the heat and thousands of people.
Amanda takes pride in her work and is always
making sure everyone has what they need.”

Rodden named
Employee of Month

Sadie Rodden, a kindergarten teacher at Partridge
Elementary, has been named the certified Employee of the
Month for November 2019.
She was surprised on Friday, Dec. 6, when Hilary Bales,
assistant superintendent of personnel services, presented her
with a certificate in front of Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent,

and Principal Melissa Vernon.
One of her nominators stated, “Mrs. Rodden leads our
steering team and is a positive force at Partridge. Mrs. Rodden
is a team player and wants everyone to succeed. She organizes
her team’s PLC and ensures that data is being looked at, shared
and implemented. Mrs. Rodden always puts kids first. Whether
she is dealing with a challenging student or a parent, she stays
positive and looks for the good in all situations.”

Wallace and students named ‘Good Citizens’
On Dec. 2, Waynesville Mayor Luge
Hardman surprised Tim Wallace and
his Channel 12 class at the Waynesville
Career Center with the “Good Citizens”
award for the month of December.
Hardman recognized Wallace and
his students for their efforts to keep the
community informed and connected
through the use of Channel 12 and their
live stream on Facebook and YouTube.
“I have appreciated all the work
that they have done with me over the
last 8 years as mayor and I wanted to
recognize that effort,” Hardman said.
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, and
Dr. Traci Pattison, director of the WCC,
were also present.

Stairway to Croaker
competes at state

Waynesville’s Team 41656 Leaping
LEGO’s Stairway to Croaker team
rehearsed their skit for the Central
Missouri First Lego League State
Championship in front of district
administrators in preparation for their
Dec. 7 competition. While the team did
not advance to Nationals, the lessons
they learned at State will help them
prepare for future competitions.
Team 41656 Leaping LEGO’s
Stairway to Croaker members include
Thomas Romulo Walters, Deric
Washington, Nicholas Roberts, Jackson
Westphall, Kadence High, Gracie Cruz,
Mavrick Williams, Ayden Gerber, Jesse
Smith and Charity Nevins.
In addition, Team 23209 Leaping
LEGO’s Ribbiting Roubidoux members
also presented their skit to district
administrators.

The
Waynesville
High School
Jazz Band
and Concert
Band held
their holiday
concerts
on Dec. 12
in the WHS
Auditorium.
The concert band received
a standing ovation following
their final piece, “Sleigh
Ride,” by Anderson. In
addition, the performed the
patriotic “They’re Off March”
in recognition of the veterans,
since the Veterans Day
Parade was cancelled, due to
inclement weather.

The
Waynesville
High School
Marching
Band
participated
in the Kiwanis
Christmas
Parade. Photo
by Laura
Smith.

Members of the 787th Military Police attended the Waynesville High School girls basketball game on Thursday, Dec. 12, to
cheer on the team. They are also shown talking with Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, and Paul Shultz II, president of the
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education. The girls took a tough loss to Columbia Hickman 32 to 37.

Waynesville High School students who earned their “stripes,” based on the Student Rewards, Incentives, Privileges and
Expectations System or STRIPES program were treated to free time in the gym where they could hang out with their
friends, listen to music and play games, such as bean bag toss, basketball, spike ball, etc.

During the December Rotary Club of Pulaski County’s meeting, culinary arts students under the direction of Jon
Dye, culinary arts instructor, prepared and served a delicous meal that included French onion soup, fried pork
chops, hasselback sweet potatoes, green beans and apple cranberry crisp with eggnog sauce.

The Waynesville High School Chamber Choir performed holiday tunes during the Rotary Club’s luncheon on Dec. 10.
Waynesville
High School
students
Anihya Wilson
and Shannon
Morrison
both received
Rotary Youth
Leadership
Awards and
attended the
RYLA summit
during the
summer where
they learned
leadership
skills. They
gave a presentation on the impact the program has had in their lives on Dec. 3, 2019, during the regular Rotary meeting.

Bennett named WMDS
Student of the Month
David Bennett, an eighth grader at Waynesville Middle
School, has been named the Waynesville Middle School Rotary
Student of the Month and was honored Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2019,
at the monthly Rotary Club meeting. He is the son of Michael
and Keala Bennett.
Bennett is an outstanding student at WMDS. He transitioned
to WMDS from Fort Knox, Ky., and currently holds a 3.5 GPA
and plays tenor sax for the WMDS Band. He is also taking
two high school credit courses in Algebra 1and German 1. His
teachers commend his love of reading and describe him as
prompt, responsible and very kind. Bennett is a member of the
Civil Air Patrol – FLW Squadron and plans to study aviation in
the Air Force.

Bowling named WHS
Student of the Month

Cassidy Bowling, a sophomore at Waynesville High School,
has been named the December Student of the Month and was
honored during the monthly Rotary Club meeting. She is the
daughter of Bradley and Carey Bowling and was nominated to
represent “courteous,” the word of the month.
Tate Brand’s nomination included the following about
Bowling: “Cassidy consistently comes into class with a smile
on her face and ready to learn. When it’s time for notes she
listens, when it’s time to work, she doesn’t argue, she just
always has a great attitude and shows respect, and not just
towards me. Whenever it’s time for group projects I can always
rely on her to work with others that others may see as ‘difficult’
without complaining and doing her best to get them involved. I
can think of no one more deserving of the courteous student of
the month award than Cassidy Bowling.”

District hosts bullying prevention session for families
The Waynesville R-VI School
District hosted a bullying
prevention session on Dec. 10,
2019, at Waynesville Sixth Grade
Center.
Hilary Bales, assistant
superintendent of personnel
services, and School Resource
Officer Josh Alexander presented
the Bullying Prevention Session
at the Waynesville Sixth Grade
Center. They shared information
about the definition of bullying and
ways to help children avoid cyber
bullying.
Bullying prevention information
is available at https://www.
waynesville.k12.mo.us/
Domain/1819

