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Growing hearts
Students carry out acts
of kindness to others

Some students at Waynesville
High School are helping make the
Grinch’s heart grow through their
random acts of kindness. For each
act of kindness that students in
Justine Swan’s class carry out, the
grinch’s heart grows. Each student
also receives a heart, which will increase in
size with each act of kindness they complete.
Students may choose from one of several
community service projects, which include:
• making and sending Christmas cards to
the nursing home
• making sugar scrubs for Genesis House in
conjunction with Amy Johnson’s FACs class
• making or donating items for an adopted
angel
“I’m thrilled, because most of these ideas
came from the students,” Swan said. “They
wanted to help others in the community and
promote kindness.”
The grinch was hand-drawn by David
Harrison, Swan’s brother-in-law, for the
project.

Students working on the projects, including making
cards and candy canes.

Route 66 Shootout Dec. 18 & 19
12/18
4:00 p.m. Waynesville (Girls) vs. Poplar Bluff
6:00 p.m. Poplar Bluff (Boys) vs. Parkview
8:00 p.m. Waynesville (Boys) vs. STL Christian
12/19
12:00 p.m. Poplar Bluff (Girls) vs. Rolla
2:00 p.m. Waynesville (Boys) vs. Poplar Bluff
Tickets are $5 for each day and will go on sale on Tuesday at https://www.
waynesville.k12.mo.us/Domain/1681.

Long-range
planning survey
The district recently contracted
with Incite Design Studios to conduct
a long-range planning analysis of
existing and potential facilities in the
district. The district is seeking input
from staff members through a staff
survey that was emailed earlier today.
Please complete the survey by Dec. 18.

JROTC finishes 1st in
armed regulation &
armed exhibition solo

In their first competition of the 2020-21 school year, Waynesville’s
JROTC Drill Team brought home hardware to add to their trophy case from
the 18th annual Ozark Inter-service Drill Competition.
Waynesville’s team finished as follows:
- Armed Regulation Team, led by Catalina Ortega, finished 1st overall
- Victor Peralta finished 1st overall in Armed Exhibition Solo
- New Cadet Armed Regulation Team, led by Zach Remedies, finished
2nd overall
- Chloe Olmstead and Haven Royal finished 3rd overall in Unarmed Dual
Exhibition.
- Victor Peralta and Roberto Arzabala finished 3rd overall in Armed Dual
Exhibition
- Niamh Gallagher finished 4th overall in the Individual Drill Down
(IDD), and Emilee Johnson finished 8th overall.

Cockman named WHS Student of the Month
Avery Cockman, a junior at Waynesville
High School, has been named the
Waynesville High School Rotary Student of
the Month for December and was honored
Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2020, at the monthly
Rotary Club meeting. She is the daughter
of Micah Cockman.
One of her nominators said, “I so enjoy
Avery in class! She is always polite and
courteous.” Cockman is described as
a caring person who shows empathy,
compassion and kindness for others.

Dunz named WMS December Student of the Month
Andre Dunz, an eighth grader at Waynesville
Middle School, has been named the Waynesville
Middle School Rotary Student of the Month and was
honored Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2020, at the monthly Rotary
Club meeting.
Dunz, the son of Lexy Nguyen and Jared Dunz, is
an outstanding student at WMS. Dunz has a 3.5 GPA
and his teachers describe him as a passionate reader,
problem-solver and someone who does not shy away
from a challenge. Dunz plays flute for the WMS
Advanced Band and is taking high school Spanish.
Dunz plans to study computer science and enter the
field of computer engineering.

Candace Decker’s
2nd graders at Thayer
Elementary joined
a Zoom session
with her sister, Mrs.
Connelly’s students,
who are attending
school virtually in St.
Louis. Their mother
also joined the
session to read the
book “Santa Bruce”
to the two classes.
The students loved
seeing other 2nd
graders and talking
about the upcoming
break.

Wood
Elementary
held a
canned food
drive for the
local food
pantry. Staff
and students
brought in
more than
220 canned
goods for
the drive.

Williams & AmeriCorps members receive praise
Williams Early Childhood Center and AmeriCorps received
praise during their Super Session on Dec. 11 from Dr. Brian
Henry, superintendent. They were praised for having a positive
can-do attitude and being so focused this fall on making a
positive difference in the lives of students.
In addition, he praised Williams staff members for helping

School will
dismiss
early on
Dec. 18 for
the Winter
Holiday.
Students will
have a full
two weeks
off and
return on
Monday,
Jan. 4, 2021.

students reach their learning standards. Efforts are paying off,
especially with the priority standard “personal information,”
which is a difficult standard to teach because it has to be
individualized for each child. While rote counting continues
to be a challenging standard, many of the students are already
mastering 13, 14 and 15.

The Waynesville High School choir, under the
direction of Cydnee Gilmore performed holiday
tunes on Dec. 11 while being socially distanced
around the bronze tiger.

Naudia Evans, a Waynesville High School senior, scored her
1000th point during the Dec. 7 varsity girls basketball game
between the Waynesville Tigers and the Newburg Wolves. These
photos show her making the record-setting basket. Evans has
signed to play basketball on the collegiate level with Grand
Canyon University in Phoenix, Ariz.

Winter sports
tickets info

Jared Hyatt, a senior at Waynesville High School,
signed to continue his track and field career at the
collegiate level on Dec. 4 with Drury University in
Springfield, Mo. He is pictured with family members
and his coaches Mike Rawlings and Nicole Jarman.
Hyatt is a three-sport athlete who plays football,
basketball and participates in track and field.

Winter sports are underway. Once parents and grandparents of winter athletes have
purchased their tickets, the remaining tickets will go on sale to public online starting
next week. Go to the district’s main website and click on “Athletics/Sports” and
then click on the purchase tickets link or go to https://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/
Domain/1681

Girls BB seniors recognized during senior night
The Waynesville High School girls
basketball team recognized their senior
players on Monday, Dec. 7, 2020, during
their first home game of the season.
The seniors are Toni Durrant, Naudia
Evans, Astacia Garcia, Chambre
Garcia and Asia Morgan. The team
also recognized senior Danisha Bost,
manager.
WHS won the game 50 to 36 against
the Newburg Wolves.
“It is good to get the first game under
our belt,” said Head Coach Brittany
Mattlock. “It was a great night for both
groups. We had lots of energy on the
floor and bench. Do we still have things
to work on? Yes, but we’re going to enjoy
this and be back to work tomorrow.”

