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Kamryn Zarcone gives her dad a hug.

Dad surprises
1st grader

WMDS students plunge into
learning about river ecology

Despite being in a classroom with no air conditioning on an 88-degree day,
Waynesville Middle School students plunged into their science projects on
Tuesday, eager to learn about macroinvertebrates, river organisms, water quality,
river ecology and the rate of flow of a river.
After rushing in, some students even complained that their hands were getting a
little cold.
That’s because their “classroom” on Tuesday, Sept. 26, was the Stone Mill
Spring Recreation Area, where the first hour class of middle school students in
Science Expo were literally up to their knees in the Big Piney River collecting
“critter” samples and conducting scientific experiments.
“It’s better to be outside of a classroom getting hands-on learning than to be
in a classroom listening to someone describe it,” said Peyton Breeden, a seventh
Continued on page 2

First grader Kamryn Zarcone received
two surprises on Wednesday, Sept.
27, at Freedom Elementary – first, her
mom Britney Jackson walked in with
cupcakes and then her dad Staff Sgt.
Archie Jackson, who has been deployed
to South Korea for the past nine months,
walked in with her siblings Kendrick
and Kairyn.
“I was really happy my dad came
home from Korea,” Zarcone said. “I
missed him being here.”
After leaving the classroom, Jackson
reflected on the surprise. “Her reaction
was priceless,” he said. “It was excellent
to see her, her new class, her teacher and
her school.”
Since Jackson was deployed at the
start of the school year, this was his first
visit to Freedom Elementary because his
daughter attended East last year.
The video posted on Facebook has
reached more than 50,000.

Happy Homecoming 2017!
Homecoming photos will appear on Facebook, the district’s website and in the next issue of Tiger Tails.

River ecology

Continued
from page 1

grader, who was enjoying getting his hands dirty and
doing “real” science.
In addition to their teacher, Helen Warren, Ana
Lozano, the Project Lead the Way teacher, and
members of FLW’s Directorate of Public Works
Environmental (DPW) Division, including Kenton
Lohraff, Heather Williams, Patricia Littleton, Daphne
Kampinga and Dustin Moss, led the lessons on water
ecology.
“We want to have a long-lasting relationship with
this division,” Warren said. “We are trying to embed
the connection between natural ecosystems and the
services that the ecosystems provide us free of charge,
like cleaning our water and air. Together, we are
promoting the health of an entire ecosystem.”
Partnerships with the DPW environmental experts
help promote careers in the STEM fields of science,
technology, engineering and math.
“I definitely think that hands-on learning is an
effective tool. It gets the student out of the classroom
and keeps their attention,” Williams said. “I believe
that if they enjoy the experience, it would definitely
get them thinking about their future and if this is
something they may want to pursue in their career.”
Stone Mill Recreation Area is a trout fishery area
operated by the U.S. Forest Service in conjunction with
Fort Leonard Wood and the Missouri Department of
Conservation.
“I’ve been fishing, but not out here before,” Ja’Myia
Knox, a seventh grader. “I think it’s pretty cool the
different activities that they have us doing. I think it
will be fun to discover new things.”
Working alongside the DPW environmentalists,
middle schoolers examined the river’s width,
depth, percent of rocks in a visual survey, its
turbidity (cloudiness of the water), the type of
macroinvertebrates that are present and conducted a
chemical analysis to determine the amount of dissolved
oxygen, phosphates, conductivity, nitrates and PH of
the water. Students were divided into specific research
groups.
“We are looking at different organisms and
identifying them to see if it is good quality water or bad
water quality,” said Gabby Brown, a seventh grader.
When one of her fellow students found a crayfish,
Brown knew the discovery was an indicator of good
water quality.
“We have some of the very best rivers in the world
right here in Missouri and I want my students to
experience them and science first-hand,” said Helen
Warren, their teacher. “This is an amazing river to have
running through our neck of the woods.”
The DPW Environmental Division experts shared
information on stream ecology, storm drains, water
sheds, endangered species and how to identify
macroinvertebrates.
“I thoroughly enjoyed working with the students
and increasing awareness about water quality and the

day-to-day things they can do to improve our natural resources,” Williams
said. “The students were great and many of them were eager to learn. It
was a fantastic experience.”
Students learned about two endangered species, the Spectacle Case
Mussel and the Hellbender, a freshwater amphibian live in the Big Piney
River.
“We are monitoring the water above and below where the endangered
species are,” Warren said. “It’s good science to monitor above and below
where an endangered species is so that we understand what they need to
survive.”
In the spring, students will promote their findings during Earth Day.

Volleyball team
invites staff to
Dig Pink

The 2017 Homecoming court members are Tiana Daniels, grade 9; Hannah
Hedrick, grade 10; Aubree Derr, grade 11; Cristina O’Barr, grade 12; Michelle
Amato, grade 12; Lacey Squires, grade 12; and Courtney Dubose, grade 12.

WHS band
places 1st in
class

The WHS Tiger Pride
Marching Band competed at
Sullivan Marching Festival on
Saturday, Sept. 23, and earned the
following accolades:
Parade: First place in class
Parade: Outstanding drum
major in class
Parade: Outstanding percussion
in class
Prelims Field: Third place in
class
Fourth place overall
Finals Field: Third place
overall
The Tiger Pride Marching Band will march in the parade at 2:30 p.m. on Friday and
will perform their 2017 show “A Hero Is...” this Friday during halftime of the football
game at Tiger Stadium.
2017 WHS Tiger Pride Band Staff includes Head Director Jim Stockmann, Assistant
Directors, Jared Sabatasso and Chelsea Handley, and Color Guard Coach Laura Smith.

On Oct. 10, the Waynesville
High School Volleyball Team
will host a Dig Pink Night to
promote breast cancer awareness
and to raise money to support
breast cancer patients. To raise
awareness, players will distribute
a flyer stating “I Dig Pink
For…..”.
Staff members are invited to
write the name of a person they
know who has had breast cancer
on the flyer and return it to Kim
Amodio at Piney Ridge Center.
The flyers will be posted at the
volleyball game to show how
many people locally are impacted
by breast cancer. Additionally,
staff members are invited to wear
pink on Oct. 10, take pictures of
themselves and post on Twitter
using #wayschoolsdigpink.
The volleyball team is selling
pink tshirts at https://stores.
inksoft.com/dig_pink.

WHS students to
participate in honor
and concert choirs
On Saturday, Sept. 23, several
of Waynesville High School choir
members voluntarily auditioned for
the Central District Missouri Music
Educators Association Honor Choirs.
The following students were accepted
and will perform on Nov. 11 with
members from other districts here at
Waynesville High School:
Ezechiel Daos- Honor Choir
Christian Gervacio- Honor Choir
Andrei Sorrel- Honor Choir
Rachel Evans- Concert Choir
Katie Blau- Concert Choir
Corina Foy- Concert Choir
Jade Brazzell- Concert Choir
Ericka Kosier- Concert Choir
The WHS Choir Staff includes
Head Director Cydnee Gilmore,
Assistant Chelsea Handley, and Piano
Accompanist Michael Perrine.

Linda Meckem’s class holds a few of the supplies and the full 3’ x 3’ box weighing over 50 pounds.

Partridge donates supplies to hurricane-impacted class

When Hurricane Harvey hit, a generous teacher in Florida
started a campaign on her blog for teachers to volunteer to
Adopt a Texas classroom. Her post instantly went viral and
soon she had thousands of teachers signed up to help Texas
classrooms who had been damaged by the hurricane or resulting
flooding, including Linda Meckem and her class of Partridge
5th graders.
Meckem’s class was paired up with Mrs. Glass’ 5th grade
class at Crockett Elementary in Houston, Texas. Both teachers
communicated via email to determine a list of specific donations
that Glass anticipated her classroom and students would need.
Since the beginning of September, Meckem’s class has been
collecting donations of those supplies, as well as turning this

into a project-based learning activity. In addition to estimating
donation needs, students researched hurricanes on Nearpod,
their destruction and the devastation in Houston.
Donations began to come in, thanks to the generosity of
students and their parents, as well as Meckem’s father, who
paid shipping costs. Students estimated the box’s weight,
researched cost estimates, and then after comparing USPS,
UPS, and Fed-Ex chose the most cost-effective shipping
company, Fed-Ex.
The box was shipped on Monday, Sept. 18, after Meckem’s
students had added all of their donations and letters to
individual students in Glass’ class. The classes plan to be pen
pals for the remainder of the year.

Patrick Vaughn named Classified Employee of Month
Patrick Vaughn was named the Classified Employee of
the Month and was surprised with a certificate this morning.
Vaughn is a custodian at Waynesville High School. Present
for the award were Hilary Bales, assistant superintendent of
personnel services; Courtney Long, WHS principal, Dr. Brian
Henry, superintendent; and School Board members Paul Shultz
II and Dan Deering.
In support of this award, one of his nominators said, “He
always has a good attitude and is willing to help anyone. He
is well liked by the staff and students. He is very proactive by
completing tasks and coordinating with teachers before a larger
problem occurs. He has already gained the trust and confidence
of all he supports.”
Another nominator said, “From my first day, Mr. Vaughn
has been one of the kindest, welcoming and hardest-working
people I know. He always has a smile on his face, even when
he is mowing lawns at 6 a.m. Somehow he always has his work
done, but he still finds time to stop and have a conversation,
too. He is similarly kind to students and his colleagues. We are
very lucky to have him.”

Hilary Bales, assistant superintendent of personnel services;
Courtney Long, WHS principal, Patrick Vaughm; Dr. Brian
Henry, superintendent; Paul Shultz II, vice president of the
Waynesville R-VI School Board, and Dan Deering, School
Board member.

