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District APR
to be released
Nov. 15

The Missouri Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education
will not be releasing the statewide
end-of-course exams in Algebra I
and English II because of questions
in their reliability and comparability
from year-to-year. As part of the
Missouri Assessment Program scores,
these exams feed into a formula that
determines a district’s overall Annual
Performance Report score. As a result,
overall school APR scores will be
delayed until Nov. 15.
“Since English II and Algebra I
scores will be excluded from the
district’s overall APR calculations
for these two areas, comparing yearto-year results in ELA and math will
be difficult,” said Dr. Trish Adkins,
assistant superintendent of instructional
services for the Waynesville R-VI
School District.
The district’s overall APR math and
English Language Arts scores include
test results from multiple grades.
“The state is implementing ‘hold
harmless,’ which means the district’s
APR score in ELA and math will be
based on the highest of points earned
from 2014, 2015, 2016 or 2017.”
Missouri has issued three different
MAP tests in the past four years,
making year-to-year score comparisons
difficult. The overall year-to-year
comparability, however, does not
impact individual student scores;
individual scores remain unchanged.
“Per DESE’s guidelines, we have
used the raw individual scores from
Continued on page 2

Above, the
message, “Stop
on Red; it’s school
safety week”
flies above Wood
Elementary. Wood
photo by Melanie
Mitchell. At East
Elementary,
students waved
to the plane flying
overhead to
promote National
School Bus Safety
Week.

Banner flies to promote bus safety

Geoffrey Combs, a substitute bus driver, former Waynesville High School student
and pilot for Air Lake Aviation, flew a school bus safety banner over the Waynesville,
St Robert and Fort Leonard Wood area today, Tuesday, Oct. 17, in recognition of
National School Bus Safety Week.
The banner stated, “Stop on Red; it’s school safety week,” to remind the public of
the importance of school bus safety. National School Bus Safety Week is Oct. 16-20.
After making several trips above the school, pilot Geoffrey Combs waved goodbye
with a tip of the wing to East students and headed to his next school.

WHS students/grads receive $9,700 for AP results
Waynesville High School students and 2017
graduates received $9,700 in checks made out to
them for their Advanced Placement scores.
The 75 students received $100 for each AP
test in math, science or English language arts
that they scored a 3 or better on.
The funds were made available through a
college and career readiness program from the
National Math and Science Initiative (NMSI),
thanks to a grant from the Department of
Defense Educational Authority (DoDEA).
Waynesville was the first school in the State of
Missouri to implement this program.
Helping to present the awards on Oct. 13
before the football game were:
• Command Sgt. Maj. Paul R. Millius of
the 787th Military Police Battalion
• Capt. Matt Blakeney of the Chemical
3-10 IN
• School Board President Butch O’Riley
• School Board Vice President Paul Shultz II
• School Board Member Dan Deering
• Waynesville superintendent Dr. Brian Henry
• WHS Principal Courtney Long
Parents of 2017 graduates were encouraged
to participate and accept the check on behalf of
their children.

Pocket flags presented to soldiers

On Oct. 13 before the start of the final home regular season
varsity football game, members of the Waynesville High
School Freshman Mentor Council presented pocket flags to the
763rd Ordnance Company, who will be deploying in the near
future. The students also presented the pocket flags to their
WHS PIE Partners, the 787th Military Police Battalion and
3-10th Infantry Battalion, to share with deploying soldiers.
The flags are part of the Pocket Flag Project, which is
designed to provide pocket flags for military personnel on
the front lines. WHS freshmen folded the flags and wrote
personalized messages to accompany each flag on Patriot Day.

APR
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all of the assessments
and we also used the
individual EOC scores
for determining A+
scholarship eligibility,”
said Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent. “For
individual students,
nothing has changed.”
Moving forward,
questions from 2017
for Algebra I and
English II have been
retired. Teams of
educators have been
working on new endof-course exams based
on the new Missouri
Learning Standards.

Waynesville elementary students “stampede”

The 15th Annual Stampede in the Park elementary cross country meet for
Waynesville R-VI 4th, 5th and 6th graders was held on Friday, Oct. 13, in the
Waynesville City Park.
To qualify, the 482 runners had to run the mile in a National Fitness
qualifying time.
The top 3 winners in each race are listed below:
6th Girls
1st Sophia Boone
2nd Grace Hilton
3rd Samara Crane

5th Boys
1st Brandon Howard - Thayer
2nd Ethan Boles - East
3rd Brenden Hayden - Freedom

6th Boys
1st Tyrell Phinn
2nd Bobby Leone
3rd Rayshaun Fowler

4th Girls
1st Taylor Gossman - Partridge
2nd Reagan Grosvenor - East
3rd Lani Robertson - Thayer

5th Girls
1st Ava Merced - Wood
2nd Emily Markert - Thayer
3rd Navaeh Dessorces - Partridge

4th Boys
1st Brody Clemon - Wood
2nd Lincoln Schwagg - Wood
3rd Cody Black - Thayer

Vernon gets inducted into Missouri Sports Hall of Fame
Rick Vernon didn’t recognize the
number appearing on his cell phone
screen, so he didn’t answer it.
When they left a message, he didn’t
bother to listen to it.
“I figured it was a telemarketer,”
Vernon said.
Finally, while assembling some
furniture at his home, Vernon’s phone
rang again and his wife Cheryl said,
“It’s that number again.”
Vernon said, “Go ahead and answer it
or they are just going to keep calling.”
When the caller identified himself as
being with the Missouri Sports Hall of
Fame, Vernon initially thought it was a
prank phone call.
Reassured it wasn’t, Vernon was
speechless when he learned he would
be inducted this year into the Missouri
Hall of Fame, along with former
University of Missouri quarterback
Brad Smith and Missouri State
University coach Jesse Branch.
“I never even dared to dream of being
in the Hall of Fame,” Vernon said.
On Monday, Oct. 16, 2017, with
his wife Cheryl at his side, Vernon
joined the likes of Albert Fred “Red”
Schoendienst, Stan Musial and a host
of individuals Vernon has admired for
decades.
Vernon coached for more than three
decades and was 222-169 overall
– that’s 25th-best in state history,
according to the Hall of Fame. Vernon
got his start as an assistant coach at
Odessa, became head coach at Lone
Jack High School and then served
as the head coach for 33 years at
Waynesville High School, where his
2007 team won the Class 5 state title.
Vernon guided the Tigers to seven
district titles and five Mid Missouri
Conference championships and two
Ozark Conference championships. He
was inducted into the Missouri Football

Waynesville R-VI administrators and board members were among those
congratulating Rick Vernon at the Waynesville City Council meeting.

Cities declared today Rick Vernon Day

The Cities of Waynesville and St. Robert have declared today, Oct. 20, 2017, as Rick
Vernon Day in recognition of Vernon’s induction into the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame
on Monday.
Waynesville Mayor Luge Hardman and St. Robert Mayor Dr. George Lauritson
presented Vernon with proclamations and State Representative Steve Lynch presented
Vernon with a resolution during Thursday’s Waynesville City Council meeting.
Vernon has a 222-169 overall record, which is the 25th-best in state history. He
served as the head coach for 33 years at Waynesville High School, where his 2007
team won the Class 5 state title. Vernon led the Tigers to seven district titles and five
Mid Missouri Conference championships and two Ozark Conference championships.
Along the way, he sent three WHS players on to the National Football League: L.J.
Fort, Gijon Robinson and C.J. Mosley.
Coaches Association Hall of Fame in
2006 and was named Missouri Coach of
the Year in 2008. Along the way, Vernon
sent three players on to the National
Football League: L.J. Fort, Gijon
Robinson and C.J. Mosley.
Humble to a fault, Vernon says this
award is “a combination of a lot of
people coming together,” he said. “This
could never have happened without
so many people – Cheryl, the boys,
my extended family of players and
their families, my fellow teachers, my
coaches in high school and college,
my fellow coaches, principals, the
community. So many people made this
possible. It’s not for
me as a person; this
honor is for all of
us.”
When asked about
his coaching style
and the secret to
his success, Vernon
simply says, “It’s all
about the team.”
When pushed for

insight into his coaching style, Vernon
reflects on his own high school and
college coaches, “I had coaches who
had totally different styles and I took
a little from each of them. I am a
combination of what others instilled in
me.”
While he deflects personal praise, he
heaps it on Waynesville, St. Robert
and Fort Leonard Wood for “coming
together to make this one of the
best school districts in the State of
Missouri,” Vernon said. “I’m so proud
that we have three communities coming
together as one Tiger. The camaraderie
between the community and the military
makes this a great place to work and
raise a family.”
Because he feels he is accepting
the award on behalf of his beloved
community, Vernon is especially
grateful that he finally answered the
call. It turned out that the day he was
assembling furniture was the final day
he could accept the nomination into the
Missouri Sports Hall of Fame.

Partridge Elementary
teachers are focusing
on best practices.
Teachers have
identified an area to
improve teaching and
learning and they are
sharing their results
with teammates
and building staff
members.

Food “fight” for Snack
in a Pack starts Oct. 23
When Chris Landes moved to St. Robert in 2013 to
take over Colton’s Steakhouse & Grill, he knew that
he was moving here forever. It was important to him
to connect on a personal level with the community.
He wanted to ensure that he was helping impact the
community where he would eventually raise a family.
Landes quickly became an ambassador for the Snack in
a Pack Program.
Landes will be hosting the “Snack in a Pack Food
Fight” kick off at Colton’s on Monday, Oct. 23, 2017,
from 4 - 8 p.m. where 10% of all sales will be going
to Snack in a Pack. He will be live on KFLW 98.9
challenging other local businesses to collect food on
the Snack in a Pack “wish list” during the month of
November. The business that collects the most items will
receive a catered staff holiday party from Colton’s.
Landes says his goal with this food fight is to bring
more awareness about the support needed in our
community for kids who go home hungry every single
day. “Really, it’s all about raising money and food for
ourselves, these kids are our family,” Landes said.
If your business is interested in becoming part of the
“Snack in a Pack Food Fight Challenge,” please contact
the AmeriCorps VISTA office at (573) 842-2651.
Snack in a Pack is an AmeriCorps VISTA program
that provides supplemental food packs to approximately
300 students in the Waynesville R-VI School District
who might otherwise go hungry every weekend and
extended school breaks. Snack in a Pack is 100%
donation driven.
For more information on how to donate, volunteer, or
host a food drive on behalf of Snack in a Pack, please
contact the Waynesville AmeriCorps VISTA program at
(573) 842-2651 or send an email to spack@waynesville.
k12.mo.us.

JROTC
takes 2nd

The Waynesville High
School JROTC Raiders
finished in 2nd place overall
out of 26 teams at the
Leavenworth, Kan., Raider
Meet.
“This was our best finish of
the year!” said Col. (Retired)
Charles Williams, JROTC
senior Army instructor. “We
continue to improve this year.”
The team took 2nd place on
the 10k, 2nd place on the Cross
Country Litter Carry and 3rd
place on the Obstacle Course.
Andrea Trudell was the
overall 2nd place female on the
Army Physical Fitness Test and
Cordelia Peter was 3rd overall.
Next up is the team’s home
meet at Fort Leonard Wood
where 25 teams will compete in
the 3rd Annual Raider Meet.

Zollman named
Teacher of Quarter

Elizabeth Zollman, an English Language
Learner teacher at Partridge Elementary, was
named the Teacher of the Quarter through the
Project Teach Recognition Program sponsored
by Sellers-Sexton on Oct. 16.
Mike Freeman of Sellers-Sexton presented
Hilary Bales, the assistant superintendent of
personnel services, with a $100 stipend for
Zollman during the October Waynesville R-VI
Board of Education meeting. Sellers-Sexton,
which recognizes teachers who have designed
creative classroom learning projects, selected
Zollman for her project, “We’re ready!”
Through the project, students learned how to
prepare for a disaster. Since she was unable to
attend the meeting, Freeman later presented the
plaque to Zollman at the dealership.

The
Waynesville
High School
senior
cheerleaders
were
recognized
on Friday,
Oct. 13,
before the
final home
varsity football game of the regular season
as they walked out with their families and
friends. The senior cheerleaders are Gracie
Barkfelt, Micah Beasley, Kendall Bolley,
Tiana Cogdell, Courtney DuBose, Ashley
Garcia (pictured), Khyanna Hamilton,
Naryssa Kerr, Kamryn Korth, Shailynn
Ortiz, Kaitlyn Paul, Jordan Saylor, Jennifer
Schenkenfelder, Symone Smith and Phyllisia
Wilson.

The Waynesville High School senior members of the Waynesville High
School Tiger Pride Marching Band were recognized on Friday, Oct. 13,
before the final home varsity football game of the regular season. They
are Caitlin Banks, Shawn Becker, Jade Brazzel, Kylie Chapman, Anthonie
Esparza, Savannah Harrold, Megan Johnson, Colin Kramer, Marquise
Keys, Dakota Logan, Floyd Moore, Sebastian Nauta, Ricky Rivera, Brian
Rodger, Kameron Rosensteel, Callisto Stribling, Michelle Swink, Justin
Tomlinson, Abigail Tromblee and Dejuan Tucker.

Above, Girls Head Tennis Coach Kayla Wilson and Boys Head Soccer
Coach Mike Armstrong spoke to the Rotary Club on Tuesday, Oct.
17, about their student athletes and their sports. Pictured are Coach
Armstrong, tennis players Chloe Trusty, Klementyna Cichocki, Heather
Emerson and Lauren DeMalade and Coach Wilson; on the back row,
soccer players Bryan Moose, Joey Cartwright and Brandon Burkett, and
Rotary President John Ingersoll.

Waynesville High School
Student Government juniors
attended Congresswoman
Vicki Hartzler’s Leadership
Conference earlier this week.
The students included Emily
Wilson, Ivy Pocaigue, Randa
Bland and Elissa Giles.

Ducharme is WHS Student of Month
Melissa Ducharme, a senior at Waynesville High School,
has been named the Waynesville High School Rotary Student
of the Month for October and was honored Tuesday, Oct. 17,
at the monthly Rotary Club Meeting. She was selected for
representing the word, “responsibility” by the WHS counselors
and takes two AP courses. She is pictured above with
Guidance Counselor Elizabeth Pogue, her dad, WHS Principal
Courtney Long, her sister, Rotary President John Ingersoll and
Superintendent Dr. Brian Henry.

The Waynesville High
School senior football
players were recognized
on Friday, Oct. 13,
before the final home
game of the regular
season. They are David
Adams Jr., Tracy Gates,
Anthonie Esparza,
Felix McCorkle, Braden
Drehle, Tahje Parrish,
Jonathan Rae, Noah Mbonu, Chance Carmack, Eric
Landreth, Keonte Mayers, Eric Kane, Trenton Sexton, Noah
Ochoa, Robert Scott, Eddy Yoon, Devon Stearns, Ethan
Gatzemeyer, Blake Guanella, Nick Clary, Zechariah Timko,
John Finch and Pablo Cuevas (pictured).

No Secondary Club TIGER during
parent-teacher conferences
The Club Tiger after-school program at Waynesville High
School and Waynesville Middle School will not be held on
Tuesday, Oct. 24, or Thursday, Oct. 26, due to parent-teacher
conferences. The Club TIGER programs at Freedom and East
will still be in session on those dates.

Waynesville Career Center students and their
instructors in the construction-related fields
of HVAC, masonry, construction technology
and welding and manufacturing toured the
Waynesville Middle School’s construction site.
The tour was led by Doug Shrader of Curtiss
Manes Schulte Inc., along with Kevin Pritchard,
director of operations for the Waynesville R-VI
School District.

Partridge Elementary students learned about fire safety and received a visit
from Sparky.

The Pulaski County Area Retired School Personnel hosted “Hotcakes
and Hot Topics” on Saturday, Oct. 14, at the Waynesville Career
Center. The free informational meeting provided information on PSRS/
PEERS, the public school employee retirement systems for classified
and certified personnel. Individuals within 15 years of retirement
were encouraged to attend to learn more about their benefits, Social
Security and Medicare. Waynesville Career Center students served
up a complimentary breakfast of hotcakes and sausage. Photos by
Carlos Arrastia

Partridge Elementary staff receive praise during Super Session
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent of the Waynesville R-VI
School District praised Partridge Elementary staff during the
Oct. 20 Super Session. Henry congratulated them for:
• receiving 1st Place in the Homecoming parade
for their float, “Building America’s Leaders”
• teaching successful habits to students and for starting
LEAD groups for 2nd-5th graders

• Encouraging Uniquely You Leaders to help students teach
their fellow students about diversity and the value of
respect for others.
• Engaging families
• Conducting action research and sharing their findings
• Having a positive climate

