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In recognition of Veterans Day, students
at Wood Elementary sang patriotic
songs, read poems they had written
about a special soldier and performed
a patriotic routine that ended with
spelling out USA with their white-gloved
hands under black light. At right, the
Waynesville High School Tiger Pride
Marching Band and the JROTC Tiger
Battalion marched in the Veterans Day
Parade in St. Robert on Saturday.

Waynesville Raiders finish 5th in nation
The Waynesville JROTC Raider Team finished in 5th place out of 88 teams at
the U.S. Army Cadet Command Raider Nationals Competition, Varsity Division
- Mixed Team Category, on Nov. 4 and 5, in Molena, Ga.
“We are very pleased with how this Raider team came together and
performed,” said Col. (Retired) Charles Williams, JROTC senior Army
instructor. “For several, it was their first year as Raiders.”
Last year’s team finished in 5th place as well. “Our event scores were better
this year than last year on all but one event, but we were unable to move up in
the rankings,” Williams said. “We look forward to next year.”
Raider Nationals consists of the following five events:
1. One Rope Bridge
2. 5k Team Run - over very steep and rough terrain
3. Gauntlet
4. Cross Country Litter Carry
5. Physical Team Test

Save the Date:
JROTC drill
competition on
Dec. 16
Waynesville High School will host
its fourth annual Drill Competition with
Army, Air Force and Marine JROTC
teams competing on Saturday, Dec. 16.
The event begins at 8:15 a.m. and will
go to approximately 3:30 p.m. in the
main gym.
Admission is free and the public is
invited to watch the teams during the
execution of these drills.
The judges will again be drill
sergeants and instructors from Fort
Leonard Wood and local recruiters.

Parents must
opt-in to receive
text messages

Waynesville R-VI parents who
would like to receive text messages for
announcements such as school closings,
bus delays, etc., will need to OPT IN for
this service. To opt in, parents should do
the following:
· Text “Y” to 67587
The parent will receive a confirmation
message that will state, “You’re
registered 4 SchoolMessenger
Notifications.”
· Parents may Opt-out by texting
STOP to 67587

Representatives from the City of
St. Robert spoke with Thayer 5th grade
students in Bruce Kimball’s and Bobbi
McQueen’s classes on Monday, Nov.
6. Mayor George Lauritson, Public
Works Director Steve Long and City
Administrator Anita Ivey presented
students with information related to
city planning and the problem-solving
process used when proposing new
developments. After the presentation,
Dr. Lauritson asked students to help
identify where the ideal location
of roads would be on a new piece
of property the city is developing.
Students will use the information they
learned as they take part in a problembased learning project where they will
look at issues development can have
on the environment and create action
plans to address them. Photos by
Brenna Caldwell.

Tip Off Party
on Tuesday
The Tip Off Party, which is a fundraiser for the basketball teams and
is sponsored by the Tiger Athletics
Booster Club, will be held at 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 14, at the Waynesville
Career Center.
The public is invited to attend and the
cost for the meal is $5.
A silent and live auction will be held
to raise funds for the teams.
Waynesville High School Student Government Association members recently
volunteered at the Missouri State Veterans Cemetery at Fort Leonard Wood.

Waynesville High School Boys Basketball Team members are as follows: Cavalier
Carson, Shen Butler-Lawson, A.J. Martin, Shaq Fregiste, Jacob Evans, Gunnar
Rees, David Adams, Caleb Barnes; and second row, Tanner Simpson, Hunter
O’Neil, Zeke Rogers, Ed Huling, Eric Morriss, Tahja Stewart, Jared Hyatt and
Avant Hill. Not pictured is Jayden Smith.

Waynesville High School Student Government Association members participated
in the Missouri State International Leadership Conference in November.

Save the Date:
Route 66
Shootout to be
held Dec. 20-21
The Sixth Annual Route 66 Shootout
Pulaski County USA will be held
Wednesday, Dec. 20, and Thursday,
Dec. 21, at Waynesville High School
with five games in two days.
The cost for admission to each day of
the shootout is $5 for adults and $4 for
students. Athletic passes, senior passes
and school IDs will not be accepted for
this special event. Waynesville R-VI
employees will need to pay to attend
these games as well. Game programs
will be for sale.

Partridge Elementary students participated in the annual
Vocabulary Hat Day on Oct. 31. Students and teachers
creatively crafted hats to match vocabulary words.

Shelton works to create after school plans
AmeriCorps and Volunteer in Service to America (VISTA)
members have been serving the community for eight years.
While serving, members focus on six key areas - disaster
services, economic opportunity, education, environmental
stewardship, healthy futures and veterans and military families.
Sara Shelton, after completing two years as an
AmeriCorps member, transitioned into the VISTA
program as the lower elementary curriculum
coordinator.
“Being an AmeriCorps member laid a good
foundation on what expectations were for being a
VISTA,” Shelton said. “I had experience working
with Club TIGER, which made my VISTA service
start off strong. I already knew many of the people
that I was going to serve with, which made it easier
to acclimate to the new position.”
As an AmeriCorps member in the Waynesville R-VI School
District, Shelton tutored third grade students, created lesson
plans for elementary level Club TIGER Afterschool Program
and organized after school student activities.
Now, as a VISTA member, Shelton’s focus is to support
elementary level Club TIGER through marketing, streamlining

communication and by supporting and/or improving the
program’s mission.
“Sara’s versatility, creativity and efficiency are just a
few attributes that make her a great service member. Sara
recently made the transition from our AmeriCorps State
program to our AmeriCorps VISTA program,
and has demonstrated the ability to thrive in both
capacities. She is currently working on creating
an after school curriculum for our elementary
Club TIGER program and her creativity knows
no bounds. We appreciate the many contributions
she has made, and will continue to make to
our program,” said Todd Whalen, director of
community resources and alternative education
The Club TIGER After School Program is a safe
and academically engaging environment that encourages K-12
students to achieve their greatest potential. Teachers and trained
AmeriCorps members provide each student with the academic,
physical and social support during non-school hours.
For more information regarding AmeriCorps and VISTA call
(573) 842-2250.

Several Waynesville High
School Band students
participated in the Central
District Missouri Music
Educators Association
District Honor Band clinic
and concert on Saturday,
Nov. 4, at Camdenton High
School. They included in
the first row, Caitlin Banks,
James Felix, Jade Brazzel,
Christian Gervacio, Shelly
Swink, Latrisha Ford; second
row, Allan Mitchel, Kyrien
Edwards, Kathryn Blau,
Jordan Rivera, Ladarion
Hardison and Maximo Reyes.
These students worked all
day with guest conductors
Keith Ruether and Bridgett
Randolph.

District wins MOSPRA
Golden Achievement Award
The Waynesville R-VI School District received an Award
of Excellence in the Golden Achievement category for their
comprehensive school tax levy informational campaign at
the 2017 MOSPRA Communications Awards Program on
Thursday, Nov. 2.
Each year
the Missouri
School Public
Relations
Association
(MOSPRA)
gives its
members the
opportunity
to have
their work
evaluated
by PR
professionals and measured against industry standards.
Each submission in the program was judged by two PR
professionals both inside and outside of the public education
arena.
MOSPRA President Paul Tandy said, “The MOSPRA
Communications Awards Program not only recognizes
exemplary school public relations programs, but also provides
valuable feedback from public relations professionals to help
our members continue to improve their work. Congratulations
to this year’s honorees on this well-deserved recognition.”
Accepting the award on behalf of the district were
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, and Marianne Ward, director
of communications and marketing.

Freeman named as
MAEOP president

Marie Freeman,
transportation
secretary for the
Waynesville R-VI
School District,
was installed as
the president of
the Missouri State
Association of
Office Professionals
(MAEOP) at the
Elm’s Hotel in
Excelsior Springs,
Mo., on Oct. 24.
She officially takes over the office on Nov. 15.
Freeman also serves as the vice president of the
Dogwood Hill Association of Educational Office
Professionals (DHAEOP) in the Waynesville School
District. Serving as DHAEOP president is Sandra Rickert
and treasurer is Heather Ashton.
For her statewide theme, Freeman chose “Change,
Challenge and Opportunity.” During her speech, she cited
the need to embrace change, to invite others to be a part of
the organization and to make a positive impact in the lives
of others through service in MAEOP.
MAEOP began in the spring of 1940. Others from the
Waynesville R-VI School District who have served as
MAEOP’s president include Carol Dye, Tina Sheldon and
Becky O’Riley.
For more information about the organization, contact
Freeman at the Transportation Department 573-842-2193.

ELL
fall
picnic
About 160
students and
their families
participated
in the English
Language
Learners fall
picnic Nov. 2.
They enjoyed
crafts, painting,
roasting
marshmallows
and eating
together.

At East Elementary, first graders in Ruth Ann
Justus’ class have been learning to count by tens
and one way they are doing that is by counting
pumpkin seeds.

Thayer students in Dara Faubion’s and Candace Decker’s
second grade classes participated in a fall-themed STEM
activity on Oct. 31. STEM stands for science, technology,
engineering and math. After collaborative planning with the
classroom teachers, Instructional Coaches Leanne Halbrook
and Lisa Supancic guided students through the Punkin’
Chunkin’ project. Using a given set of supplies, students
worked in teams to collaborate, plan and create a catapult that
would launch a candy pumpkin. Additional STEM activities
have been planned to coordinate with upcoming holidays.
Photos by Brenna Caldwell.

Take a slice out of hunger

Red Cross visits Thayer
Representatives from the American Red Cross visited Thayer
Elementary during Red Ribbon Week. Students took part in
the Communication Counts workshop, which focuses on the
importance of developing quality interpersonal communication
skills.
Third, fourth and fifth graders participated in interactive
groups led by licensed mental health professionals where they
learned skills such as how to listen using all of their senses and
whole bodies, to pause before speaking, understanding how
communication can be misunderstood and how to develop the
ability to understand what someone else is feeling.

Take a slice out of hunger by purchasing tickets, before Nov.
15, for an opportunity to receive a freshly baked apple pie from
Reinkemeyer’s Touch of Dutch Country Store.
Those who purchase a ticket will help AmeriCorps VISTA
continue “Feeding the Hungry to Grow Minds” through the
Snack in a Pack program, and get a chance to enjoy a delicious,
made from scratch, apple pie. All proceeds will go toward
purchasing food for the Snack in a Pack program. Tickets are
$1 each or six for $5 and may be purchased by contacting the
Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA) office at (573) 8422651.
Twenty names will be drawn on Friday, Nov. 17. The winners
will be notified and provided with a voucher to claim their
pie from Reinkemeyer’s Touch of Dutch Country Store. All
pies must be picked up from Reinkemeyer’s on Nov. 21 or 22
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Reinkemeyer’s Touch
of Dutch Country Store is located at 607 Historic Route 66
West, Waynesville, MO 65583.
A special thank you to the Reinkenmeyer’s Touch of Dutch
Country Store for their continued partnership with the Snack
in a Pack program. “The support they provide to help feed
our school age children is immeasurable and we are very
thankful for everything they do,” said Todd Whalen, director of
community resources and alternative education.

Edwards completes year of service

AmeriCorps Volunteer in Service
to America (VISTA) member, Robin
Edwards, completed her yearlong term
of service on Nov. 4.
“Regardless of the size of the task,
we always knew that we were going
to get a 100% effort from Robin,” said
Todd Whalen, director of community
resources and alternative education.
“She is highly organized and has great
attention to detail, which has been a
significant contributor to her daily
success as a VISTA member. She played
a very prominent role in organizing this
year’s Martin Luther King Jr. Day of
Service, which was recognized at the
state level by the Missouri Community
Service Commission, and proved to be
a great learning opportunity for our staff
and students.”
As an AmeriCorps VISTA, Edward’s
primary focus was marketing and
communication. Edwards created
marketing for the Club TIGER
Afterschool Program and for Snack
in a Pack (SIAP), wrote various press

releases, coordinated the Waynesville
School District’s Martin Luther King
Jr. Day of Service, distributed district
information weekly to incoming
military members and their families,
coordinated monthly meetings for
Pulaski County Community Network
and assisted in the coordination of
multiple fundraising events for SIAP.
Serving as an AmeriCorps VISTA
member has been a great experience
overall,” Edwards said. “I have seen
my community in a whole new light
with a fonder respect and appreciation.
I have stretched outside my comfort
zone, learned new skills and sharpened
old ones, networked with multiple
organizations, met lots of people and
even had the opportunity to serve
alongside my niece. I am thankful
for this opportunity to serve my
community.”
During a year of service, VISTA
members will experience a wide
range of tasks, have opportunities for
professional/personal growth, and learn

Robin Edwards and Todd Whalen

valuable community development
skills, all while earning a monthly living
allowance.
Visit the my.americorps.gov website
for additional information or to apply
for the paid service opportunities
through AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps
VISTA. For more specific instructions
and information, contact the
Community Resource Office (CRO) at
(573) 842-2250 and be sure to like us on
Facebook at “Waynesville Tiger Way.”

Applications being accepted for AmeriCorps/VISTA
AmeriCorps/VISTA Opportunities
Would you like to make a difference in your community while
earning valuable work experience and money for college?
The Waynesville R-VI School District’s Community Resource
Office is now hiring AmeriCorps and VISTA Members for the
2017-18 school year. Interviews are taking place immediately
for several positions ranging from 15 to 40+ hours per week.

Waynesville AmeriCorps Tutors
Waynesville AmeriCorps Tutors serve during the school year
at the Waynesville R-VI School District during the day and/
or after school. Members serve alongside teachers to provide
reading and mathematics tutoring to PreK - 8th grade students
who are struggling academically. Afterschool Waynesville
AmeriCorps members facilitate the Club TIGER afterschool
program, directing club activities and providing homework
assistance to students. In return for their service, AmeriCorps
members receive a monthly living allowance ranging from
$278-$1052 per month and an end-of-service education award
of $1230-$2907. Full-time and part-time options are available;
health care coverage provided for full-time members.

Waynesville VISTA Members
Waynesville VISTA members commit to serve full-time
for 12 months at the Waynesville R-VI School District
or a nonprofit community agency, working behind the
scenes to develop, execute and sustain community and
school-based programs. VISTA members develop and
enhance programs that support at-risk youth, families and
individuals in our community. In return for their service,
members receive a $1,025 monthly living allowance
and $5,815 end-of-service education award, healthcare
benefit, one year of noncompetitive status for a federal
government job and other benefits.

More information
If you are interested in becoming a Waynesville
AmeriCorps or VISTA Member or need more information
about either program, please contact the Community
Resource Office at (573) 842-2250 or community@
waynesville.k12.mo.us. Interviews are taking place
immediately, so apply now!

Punt, Pass, Kick winners named
For the first time ever, Snack in a
Pack presented the Pulaski County
Punt, Pass, Kick Challenge on Saturday,
Oct. 28. Event participants had to punt,
pass and kick their way to victory on
the Waynesville High School Tiger
Stadium football field. Thank you to all
of our participants for braving the cold
temperatures and supporting Snack in a
Pack!
The winners for each youth division
of the Challenge are the following:
Rylan Gardner, boys age 6-8; Wesley
Dye, boys age 9-11; Charleia Poyser,
girls age 9-11; Vincent Breen, boys age
12-14; Contessa Poyser, girls age 12-14;
and David Davis, boys age 15-17.
The winners for each adult division of
the Challenge are the following: Jason
Poyser, men’s age 18-39; Charmaine
Taylor, women’s age 18-39; James

Woodson Jr, men’s age 40
and over; and Jacqueline
Woodson, women’s age 40
and over.
Snack in a Pack would
like to thank Colton’s
Steak House & Grill of
St. Robert, Culver’s of St.
Robert, Starbucks of St.
Robert and Lowe Chevrolet
of Waynesville, for their
generous donations to the
Punt, Pass, Kick Challenge.
In addition, Snack in a Pack would like
to thank volunteers from the Maneuver
Support Center of Excellence (MSCoE)
Noncommissioned Officers Academy
(NCOA) and 3rd Chemical Brigade, all
of Fort Leonard Wood.
Event proceeds will provide
approximately 105 packs to the Snack

in a Pack program. Snack in a Pack is
an AmeriCorps VISTA program that
provides supplemental food packs
to approximately 300 students in the
Waynesville R-VI School District
who might otherwise go hungry
over the weekend. Each pack costs
approximately $5.00.

Profile of AmeriCorps/VISTA member

Albrecht encourages at-risk students to build resiliency
Eleven-year United States Army
Veteran, Nadine Albrecht, has always
felt that volunteerism in the community
is important - it’s a way of life for
her and her family. So choosing, two
years ago, to serve as an AmeriCorps
Volunteer in Service to America
(VISTA) member was a
perfect fit for her. Becoming
an AmeriCorps VISTA
aligned with Albrecht’s
aspirations, desire to serve
and knowledge/skills.
Albrecht began her
AmeriCorps VISTA service as the
college and career coordinator and then
transitioned to her current focus area,
resiliency for at-risk youth. Creating
resiliency curriculum and programing
for at-risk youth is something she is
passionate about and is a rewarding part
of being a VISTA.
A major aspect of Albrecht’s VISTA
service is to build organizational
capacity. Nadine has helped create and
strengthen the partnership between the
staff and students of Pick Educational &
Volunteer Facility and the Fort Leonard
Wood Maneuver Support Center of
Excellence Noncommissioned Officers
Academy (MSCoE NCO Academy).
The active duty MSCoE NCO Academy

soldiers, who serve as adult mentors,
regularly meet to encourage growth and
resiliency in at-risk students within the
Waynesville R-VI School District.
“This partnership has become an
invaluable asset within the educational
program at Pick,” said Todd Whalen,
director of community resources
and alternative education.
Albrecht has also coordinated
visits from therapy dogs,
scheduled meditation classes and
created service learning activities
for the students at Pick.
“Being provided the opportunity to
serve at-risk youth has been a highlight
of my VISTA service,” Albrecht said.
“Nadine goes above and beyond
her call of duty on a daily basis and
is always willing to lend a hand to
others,” Whalen said. “Whether she
is creating curriculum for at-risk
students, mentoring fellow VISTAs,
providing leadership or coordinating
resiliency training opportunities for
staff members within the school district,
she is always looking for ways to make
positive contributions and to grow
personally and professionally. Nadine
is in her third year as a VISTA, and we
appreciate her loyalty to our program,
the school district and the community.”

VISTA members can take on one
challenge at a time, as Albrecht has with
the resiliency program.
“We can only know what needs our
communities have if we are serving
our neighbors,” Albrecht said. “VISTA
provides me with so many opportunities
to serve, but also to grow as an
individual.”
The AmeriCorps VISTA Mission is to
strengthen organizations that alleviate
poverty through volunteering and the
mobilization of resources. Poverty
can take many forms, which is why
VISTA’s model is driven directly by
communities in need. Whether that need
is expanding feeding programs, building
tutoring curriculum or writing grants,
AmeriCorps VISTA members make a
huge impact on the communities they
serve and raise awareness of existing
needs. AmeriCorps VISTA members
help others while gaining valuable skills
for their career.
To embark on a life-changing voyage
as a VISTA, visit the my.americorps.gov
website for additional information or to
apply for the paid service opportunities
through AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps
VISTA. For more info, call (573) 8422250.

