Published by the Waynesville R-VI School District
May 25, 2018

Class of 2018
graduates

Approximately 400 Waynesville High
Schools seniors graduated on Friday, May
18, at Tiger Stadium. The valedictorians –
Sara Yoekely, Matt Jones and Bryanna Baze
– chose happiness as their theme.

Freshmen live in
poverty during
simulation
Over a course of three days and five
sessions, 323 Waynesville High School
freshmen participated in a poverty
simulation.
“My hope is that this opportunity
for our freshmen will provide a better
understanding of what poverty is and
other life struggles,” said Brian Vernon,
assistant principal at Waynesville
High School. “Students need a sense
of acknowledgment, awareness and
empathy that will create a higher value
on education and everyday compassion.
My goal is to challenge these young
adults to spread positivity and unity
throughout our school and community.”
Students were assigned roles in
families, such as a child, a single
parent, part of a dual parent family or a
grandparent raising grandkids.
They experienced what it might be
like to be part of a typical low-income
family trying to survive from month
to month. The families had to make
decisions on going to work or school
and which bills to pay. Along with the
families, volunteers filled the roles of
resource agencies such the food pantry,
health clinic day care, employment
center, realtor/mortgage company,
welfare offices, grocery stores, pawn
shops and more.
The “month” was broken down
into four 15-minute weeks where the
students had to make decisions about
their lives. Parents watched their
children wear “I’m Hungry” signs
if they forgot to buy groceries the
previous week or they received notices
about overdue utility bills.
Continued on page 2

Poverty simulation

Continued from page 1

Freshmen learn what
it’s like to live in poverty
during a simulation.

Students stated it was more stressful
than they anticipated and that “it made
me realize what some families in our
community go through on a daily
basis,” said one participant.
Families with delinquent mortgages
watched as the landlord handed out
eviction notices and they lost their
homes. One student found herself in
tears due to the stress of trying to ensure
that her bills were paid and her fictional
children fed.
AmeriCorps VISTA member Jasmine
Kazuma witnessed the same student
buying groceries for a neighbor and
said, “I watched her doing all she could
do for her own family and still helping
neighbors who were struggling.”
Jocelyn Moore, a Waynesville R-VI
School District volunteer shared why
she volunteered for four of the five
sessions, “I enjoy doing this poverty
simulation for the simple fact that I can
help the students understand poverty
around them. Poverty has a great impact
on their mindset and can affect student’s
achievement in school. For example,

for those who live in poverty, if they
believe that they can do better in school,
they will work hard in order to have
better grades and a better life later on.”
For some of the participants they
initially struggled to see the real-world
connection.
“Some of the students did feel it
was a game but based on feedback we
received, the majority understood that
there are people in our community for
whom this is a reality,” said Nadine
Albrecht, an AmeriCorps VISTA leader
who helped coordinate and facilitate the
simulation. “I was excited to work with
Mr. Vernon to put these simulations
together because I do think awareness
is key and it’s important for everyone to
feel empathy and try to understand that
everyone has their own struggles they
deal with and we need to be kind. This
is especially important to me because I
grew up in poverty, was homeless at one
point and often depended on community
resources to survive.”
As a whole, the AmeriCorps VISTA
team’s goal was to help students

understand that they have the power
to choose their story. If they live in
poverty now, they can make choices
to change by taking advantage of
education and accepting help from
people willing to invest in their future,
or they can make not so great choices
and could find themselves living in
poverty and struggling.”
The simulations were coordinated
and facilitated by AmeriCorps VISTA
members Nadine Albrecht, Chase
DenDekker, Amanda Howard, Jasmine
Kazuma and Sara Shelton. The
objective of the experience was to
sensitize students to the day-to-day
realities of life faced by low-income
people and to motivate us to become
involved in activities which help to
reduce poverty in this country. The
primary mission of AmeriCorps
VISTA members is to build sustainable
programs in the communities they
serve to break the cycle of poverty for
community members.

Greeters
help create
a welcoming
atmosphere
Students at Partridge
Elementary from the
Greeter Group enjoyed
welcoming students to
school every morning with
high fives and smiling
faces. They also had
the opportunity to greet
building visitors, such as
parents for assemblies
and programs, as well as
the judges for the Super
Bowl Door Decorating
Contest in February.
During their weekly group
time, they synergized to
make posters about good
habits and practiced their
greeting skills by making
good eye contact, smiling,
introducing themselves
and shaking hands. These
skills will be beneficial
as they meet new people
and form relationships
throughout their life.

Above, the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education, Hilary
Bales, Dr. Brian Henry, Dr. Trish Adkins and Dr. Chris
Berger. Right, for graduation, the Waynesville R-VI
School Board members showed their Tiger Pride spirit.

Egyptian officer helps
teach Egyptian culture

Top, Captain Mustaf Saleh teaches students how to write
in Arabic and above, the collection of papyrus artwork he
donated to the Waynesville Sixth Grade Center.

Captain Mustaf Saleh, an Egyptian officer studying at Fort
Leonard Wood, spoke with students on May 14 about Egyptian
culture at the Waynesville Sixth Grade Center (WSGC). The
students in one of the cohorts are completing a culture problembased learning unit and are studying ancient and modern Egyptian
culture.
Saleh spoke about many topics, including how Egypt’s hot and
dry climate and its geography affect where their cities are built.
When asked to describe the Egyptian people, he described them as
very friendly and generous.
After speaking and answering questions, Saleh visited with
students as they worked on their PBL projects. He spent time with
students studying language, showing them how to write in Arabic
and discussed the mysteries of the pyramids with others.
“After talking with the students, Captain Saleh told me how
proud he was to get to speak about his country. He was very
excited that we were teaching our students about Egypt’s history
and culture. It was a great experience for everyone,” said Amy
Davis, a teacher in the cohort.
Saleh has given a collection of papyrus artwork to the WSGC.
Students will display it as part of the upcoming Culture Fair and
then it will be put on display in the school library.

Have
a great
summer!

You’ve got a friend

5th grade Thayer Students Daijah Ross and Briana Price and
Girl Scout Troop #70588 were recognized by principal Robyn
Justice for donating a “Buddy Bench” to the students of Thayer
Elementary. Students who need someone to play with, are new
to the school or just need a listening ear are invited to sit at the
bench so other students will be able to easily recognize they are
in need of a buddy.

ChristiAna Ball, the school resource officer for East and
Freedom Elementary, spoke with the Rotary Club of Pulaski
County about her role in promoting safety to students. She
also has relaunched the DARE program for Waynesville
students.

Pick students recently participated in a “flour baby” project. The students dressed, carried
and cared for their flour babies for a week. Students and teachers also took turns wearing
the Empathy Belly. The students discussed the financial costs of raising a family, how to
use car seats correctly and the importance of stress management to prevent injuries such
as “shaken baby syndrome.”

WCC students
heading to
Nationals

In April, students from Waynesville Career Center were
at State Technical College in Linn, Mo., competing at the
SkillsUSA State contest. Approximately 2,300 students
from all over the state competed in written tests and skills
demonstrations in all the career field areas. Once again WCC
students had a great showing; the following Waynesville
students who attend WCC were recognized by the Board
and will head to Louisville, Ky., June 25-29 for the National
Competition:
For the fourth year in a row, the Broadcast News Production
Team is going to Nationals. This year’s Broadcast News

Students bring home gold
In April, students from Waynesville High School traveled to
the University of Missouri-Columbia to participate in the State
Solo and Ensemble Contest. The following students earned a
rating of “Gold” at the Contest:
• Caitlin Banks- Flute
• Katie Blau- Vocal (pictured above left with Dr. Trish Adkins)
• Michelle Swink- Woodwind Quintet (Clarinet)
• Khalan Taylor- Woodwind Quintet (Bass Clarinet)
• Jordan Rivera- Woodwind Quintet (French Horn)
• Jade Brazzel- Woodwind Quintet (Oboe)
• Kameron Rosensteel- Euphonium
• Ezechiel Daos earned a “Gold” rating in three
areas- Vocal, Flute, Woodwind Quintet (Flute) (pictured
above right with Dr. Trish Adkins)

Production Team taking 1st place at the Skills USA State
competition are Dashawn Griffin, Grace Kristek, Vanessa
Guzman-Slater and Jorge Rios. They are pictured above right.
Pictured (above left) is William Urena, who placed 1st at the
State Skills USA competition in residential Systems Installation
& Maintenance.
Not pictured, but also recognized during the Waynesville
R-VI Board of Education meeting on May 21 were:
• Micah Beasley, Cosmetology: 1st Place Skills USA State
• Emily Connor, Nail Care: 1st Place Skills USA State
• Jaymee Flynt, Barbering: 1st Place Skills USA State

During their spring
concert, members of
the Waynesville High
School Choirs performed
a number Disney tunes.
The following students
received awards:
• Kilea Brown - Director’s
Choral Award (above left)
• Ezechiel Daos - National
School Choral Award
(above right)
• Corina Foy - Director’s
Choral Award (at left)

Piney Ridge Center staff
members receive praise

Piney Ridge Center staff members received praise from Dr. Brian
Henry, superintendent, during their Super Session on April 27 for:
• being recognized as an exemplary Professional Learning
Community school. Piney Ridge was the only school associated with
a residential facility to be recognized during the statewide Powerful
Learning Conference in 2018.
• having referrals/suspensions continue to drop
• working with students on the weekends to provide enrichment
opportunities, credit recovery, ACT Prep, Student Leadership and
remediation
• providing a monthly Student of the Month breakfast to further
build positive relationships.
• hosting a Poetry Slam for students to share their work
• taking elementary students to the library at East Elementary
twice a month

Williams Early Childhood staff members receive praise

During their Super Session on May 11, Williams Early Childhood Center staff
members received praise from Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, for:
• being recognized as an exemplary Professional Learning Community school.
Williams was the only early childhood center to be recognized during the statewide
Powerful Learning Conference in 2018.
• successfully implementing a new curriculum, Emerging Language and Literacy
Curriculum.
• all of Williams teachers participating in coaching walks and sharing out ideas
and strategies they have learned from their walks.
• focusing on response to intervention practices as the academic strategy for their
building improvement plan.

Top 10 in the U.S.

Andrea Ramos, a 2018 Waynesville High School graduate,
has signed to play soccer with State Fair Community
College. She is pictured with her parents, sister and
Head Girls Soccer Coach John Box and coaches Jessica
Grosvenor and Emily Spooner.

In April, the Waynesville JROTC Tiger Battalion Drill Team
traveled to Louisville, Ky., to participate in the U.S. Army
Cadet Command Drill Nationals. This was the largest drill
competition ever held, with more than 100 schools competing
from around the United States.
The following Cadets had top 10 finishes in their respective
events:
• Ben Pollman, Unarmed Drill Knock Out, 3rd Place
• Liam Welch, Armed Dual Exhibition, 7th Place; Armed
Exhibition Soloist, 7th Place
• Matt Jones, Armed Dual Exhibition, 7th Place

Tahje Parrish, a 2018 Waynesville High School graduate,
has signed to participate in track and field at Southwest
Baptist University. He is pictured with his parents, sisters,
and coaches Nicole Jarmin, Matt Johnson, Head Coach
Mike Rawlings and Gary Shultz.

Teacher of Quarter named

Mark Finger, Chris Kramer and Sam Hall, teachers at Pick
Educational and Volunteer Facility, were named the Teacher
of the Quarter through the Project Teach Recognition Program
sponsored by Sellers-Sexton on May 21.
Mike Freeman of Sellers-Sexton, which recognizes teachers
who have designed creative classroom learning projects,
presented them with a $100 stipend during May 2018
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education meeting. They were
selected for their project “Tiny Houses.” Not pictured: Sam
Hall.

Michelle Swink, a 2018 Waynesville High School graduate,
has signed to be in the choir and on the dance team at
Central Methodist University. She is pictured with her
parents and representatives from the university, including
DaSean Stokes, a CMU academic representative. She is
also pictured with members of the choir and dance team,
including coaches Vickie Scharge and Keely Scott.

Bryan Moose, a 2018 Waynesville High School graduate,
has signed to play soccer with Loras College. He is
pictured with his parents, sister and Head Boys Soccer
Coach Mike Armstrong.

Kiara Shoulders, a 2018 Waynesville High School graduate,
has signed to play basketball with NCAA Division II Lincoln
University in Jefferson City, Mo. She is pictured with her
parents and Head Girls Basketball Coach Brittany Matlock.

WHS students engineer new purpose for old building
Waynesville High School students found multiple ways to repurpose
the buildings they were given – from creating a business incubator
center to a trampoline park. Students in Bill DeMalade’s civil and
architectural engineering class gave their final commercial project
presentations in May in front of a panel of experts.
Brig. Gen. Bob Whittle, the Commandant of the Engineer School;
Col. Kevin Brown, Assistant Commandant of the Engineer School;
Capt. Koshoo, Chief Warrant Officer Parker; and 1st Lt. Winn served
on the panel of professional engineers/architects asking students
questions following their presentations.
In the course that is part of the district’s Project Lead the Way
curriculum, students were given this problem to solve: In this project
you will plan the redevelopment of a (fictitious) existing industrial
brownfield site in Noblesville, Ind. You will create a
redevelopment plan to reuse the facility as a building of your
choice.
The 9 student groups were required to present their projects
to the panel with the following deliverables:
• Completed engineering notebook showing their steps and
the process they used
• A prototype 3-D mock-up of their building
• PowerPoint presentation

