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East and Freedom to become K-5 buildings
The Waynesville R-VI School Board
of Education voted on Tuesday, Feb. 7,
to have kindergarten through fifth grade
students attend East Elementary and
Freedom Elementary starting with the
2017-18 school year. Letters went home to
East and Freedom parents earlier this week.
“We want to create a small
neighborhood-style school atmosphere
even in our larger elementary schools and
this will allow us to do so,” said Dr. LeRoy
Fulmer, board president. “While we are
making this move for academic reasons,
parents will probably be happy to know
that this move will eliminate the bus waves
between East and Freedom starting next
year.”
The district will host K-5 Realignment
informational sessions for parents and their
students on:
• Tuesday, March 28, 5 to 6:30 p.m. at
East Elementary
• Thursday, April 6, 5 to 6:30 p.m. at
Freedom Elementary
Parents and students may attend either
session, regardless of their current school.
Within each building, students will attend
smaller school houses – or schools within
a school – to foster stronger relationships
with families. There will be at least two
sections of each grade level in each house.
“Students benefit the most from the
house concept. Studies show that positive
family relationships help improve student
academic performance of all students,
including subgroups,” Henry said. “To
further promote the small-school feel,
off-post students in grades K-5 who are
from the same family will attend the same
house.”
As defined by DESE, the subgroup
includes special education, low-income,
minority groups and English Language
Learners.

East Elementary (above left) and Freedom Elementary (above right) will
become K-5 buildings starting with the 2017-18 school year.

The primary reason for moving
to houses is to improve academic
performance. The benefits include:
- Improved academic performance
and relationships. Building
relationships with families and
students in smaller environments
improves student performance over
time.
- Fewer transitions. Students will be
able to remain at the same building for
grades K-5.
- Students will spend less time on
a bus. There will be no bus waves
between East and Freedom.
- All children in grades K-5 from
the same family will be at the same
school. Children from the same family
will also be in the same house (a
designated section of the building).
- Each house would have an
administrator or administrative intern
assigned to it so that smaller issues can
be addressed within the house.
- Each building and house will
include all students, including gifted
and special education students, diverse
students, students who receive free and
reduced lunch and those with a variety
of MAP scores.
- All-school assemblies will
continue to occur and we will all
remain Tigers.

Assignment to East or Freedom
will be based on boundary lines.
East Elementary School boundaries
will include all of Waynesville city
limits and the area above the St.
Robert city limits, from Y Highway
moving Westward (everything above
Zeigenbein Circle and outside of
the St. Robert city limits). Freedom
Elementary School Boundaries will
include all of St. Robert city limits,
and the area from Y Highway moving
Eastward (Zeigenbein Road and all
adjoining roads that are in the city
limits of St. Robert.) The boundaries
are outlined on the map on the K-5
Realignment page (a link is at the
top of the district’s main website.)
Students will receive their house
assignments in early August.
Frequently asked questions are
also located on the website, but
if you have additional questions,
please feel free to email the district at
realignment@waynesville.k12.mo.us.
“Like all changes, we will have
some adjustments to make along the
way, but this small-school focus will
benefit our students in both the short
term and long term,” Henry said.

3 on 3 basketball
tourney to support
Snack in a Pack

The start of last year’s Slew of Blue 5K

WHS students to
host 5K on April 8
for Autism Speaks
Waynesville High School’s Autism and LEAP classes will
host the Second Annual “Slew of Blue” 5K fun run for autism
awareness from 7 to 11 a.m. April 8 at Waynesville High
School.
A children’s fun run will begin at 7:30 a.m.; the 5K will
begin at 8 a.m.
The entry fee is a donation of $20 for
those who register before March 10. After
March 10, the donation is $25. Prizes will
be given to the top male and female adult
runners. All children who participate will
be recognized for participating.
Packets may be picked up at WHS from
5 to 6 p.m. April 7 or from 7 to 7:45 a.m. at the registration
table on April 8. A waiver must be signed to participate.
All proceeds will go to Autism Speaks. For more
information and registration forms, contact Laura Laughlin at
llaughlin@waynesville.k12.mo.us or Justine Swan at jswan@
waynesville.k12.mo.us.

On Saturday, April 1, 2017, the AmeriCorps VISTA Snack
in a Pack program will host the 1st Annual 3 on 3 Basketball
Madness charity tournament. The tournament will be held
in the Waynesville High school gym. Adult, high school
and middle school 3-on-3 basketball tournaments will run
simultaneously.
Adult tournament players will compete to win the traveling
victors’ trophy. Youth teams, grades 6th through 12th, will
compete for first place medals. Teams can have 3-5 players. All
proceeds from the 2017 3 on 3 Basketball Madness event will
support Snack in a Pack for the 2016-2017 school year.
Prizes and additional activities include a traveling trophy, 1st
place medals, certificate of recognition for the Best Dressed
Team, 50/50 raffle, a Shooting Stars mini competition and a
silent auction.
Registration fees before Friday, March 31, are $8 per student
or $30 for student team of up to 5 or $10 per adult or $40 per
adult teams of up to 5. On April 1, the cost will be $40 and $50,
respectively.
Admission to the tournament is $2 or the donation of
nonperishable food items.
To register a team or to learn more, please contact the
Waynesville AmeriCorps VISTA office at (573) 842-2651 or
send an email to spack@waynesville.k12.mo.us
Snack in a Pack provides meals to approximately 300 district
students who might otherwise go hungry over weekends and
holiday breaks.
The Community Resource Office (CRO) is a grant-supported
department of the Waynesville R-VI School District that
manages district volunteers, AmeriCorps school tutors, Club
TIGER Afterschool Program, Snack in a Pack Program, student
transitions and more.

Dr. Chris Berger, assistant superintendent of operational services, and Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, gave tax levy
informational presentations to both the Rotary Club of Pulaski County and the Waynesville-St. Robert Chamber of
Commerce this week.

As part of courtwarming activities this week, the freshman, sophomore, junior and senior classes played volleyball against
each other and then against the WHS faculty and staff team. The sophomores won the student competition and the faculty
won the overall competition.

Friday goes smoothly; WHS Courtwarming activities
Waynesville school officials
report that Friday went smoothly at
Waynesville High School and there
were no incidents reported. The
Courtwarming Pep Assembly was held
and all high school events will occur as
scheduled.
As the investigation into the source
of the text messages continues, the
district has not commented on the
content of the messages. It is possible
that a source outside of our school
district was involved in sending the
message and law enforcement officials
at the local, state and national levels

are working to identify the suspect
or suspects. In addition, it has been
brought to our attention that a copy or
copies of these messages have been
distributed through social media. These
messages contain racially inappropriate
material that is offensive and will not
be tolerated in the Waynesville R-VI
School District.
“Diversity is our strength and it is
routinely cited as one of the greatest
assets of our district. We are the most
diverse school district in our conference
and are proud of our racial diversity,”
stated Dr. Brian Henry, Waynesville

Superintendent. “We are appalled by
the threatening and racially insensitive
commentary utilized by the perpetrator
of this message and will increase our
collaboration with community groups
to educate and raise awareness of the
vital importance of diversity in our
educational system.”
The Waynesville R-VI School
District is very appreciative of the
support provided by law enforcement
agencies including the Waynesville
Police Department, School Resource
Officers, Rolla Police Department and
the Missouri Highway Patrol.

Waynesville High School students in Project
Lead the Way engineering courses came to
Freedom Elementary to teach fifth graders
about the engineering and design process.
A full story will appear in the March issue of
the I in the Tiger about this collaboration.

