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Chamber names Salgado as Teacher of Year
Sara Salgado, a kindergarten teacher
at East Elementary, was named the
Waynesville-St. Robert Chamber of
Commerce Teacher of the Year on
Friday, Feb. 9, during the Community
Leadership Awards Banquet.
“I’m so honored to be recognized,”
Salgado said. “It is truly humbling
just to be nominated. I’m surrounded
daily with the best educators. I’ve been
able to learn and grow so much with
the district. I’m a WHS graduate and
feel honored now to teach for the same
district that I fell in love with in high
school.”
Salgado was nominated by Tiffany
and Marie Freeman.
Continued on page 2

Waynesville R-VI School Board of Education members, district and East
Elemetnary leaders and parents congratulate Sara Salgado.

R-VI leaders
give update to
senior citizens

Sean Sax took first place at 138 pounds in the district competition. A school record
nine wrestlers are competing at state. The list and more photos by Nadine Albrecht
are on page 3.

Waynesville R-VI leaders
visited the Waynesville-St. Robert
Community Center to give a school
district update.
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent,
focused on thanking voters for
passing Proposition 1, the school tax
levy increase, in April 2017 and to let
them know how the additional funds
are being used.
“We’re here to follow up, show our
appreciation and let you know that we
are doing what we said we would do
with the funds,” Henry said.
Continued on page 4

On Feb. 9, State Rep. Steve Lynch presented two Waynesville R-VI schools – Piney Ridge Learning Center (above) and
Williams Early Childhood Center (below) – with a Missouri House of Representatives resolution in recognition of them being
named 2018 Exemplary Professional Learning Communities Schools.

Chamber Teacher of Year
“Sara continues to go above and beyond for all the little lives
that walk through her door,” stated her nominators. “She is the
true example of a superior, changing lives one child at a time.
Sara is a teacher leader, steering team rep, district PLC team
member and a pristine mentor. She touches hearts, opens minds
and makes it fun for every student. She is an outstanding asset
to the future growth of our children and this community. Sara
teaches from the heart and not the book, setting her aside from
most. She motivates the students and boosts their morale.”

Continued from page 1

Salgado is reading the book, “The Wild Card,” by Hope and
Wade King and strives to be the “wild card” in her students’
lives.
“My favorite quote from the book is ‘In the game of life,
children have no control over the hand they are dealt. You, as
a teacher, are the wild card that can make a difference in your
students’ lives.’”
Salgado loves teaching kindergartners. “They come to school
ready and eager to learn,” Salgado said. “Even though our
routines and procedures are the same, each day is different.”

Daniel Albrecht

Aedan Brady

A record 9 Waynesville High
School wrestlers qualified to
wrestle at State. Their places
and weight classes from
Districts are as follows:
106
4th Place – Thomas Brady
126
4th Place – Aedan Brady
132
1st Place – Gaven Sax

Michael Cassidy

138
1st Place – Sean Sax

Andrew Lietold

145
2nd Place – Michael Cassidy
160
4th Place – Daniel Albrecht
170
4th Place – Devon Stearns
182
4th Place – Floyd Moore
Devon Stearns

Photos
by Nadine
Albrercht
Gaven Sax

195
4th Place – Andrew Lietold

Thomas Brady

Floyd Moore

About $200 was raised for the
Pulaski County Division of the
American Cancer Society during
Pink Out Night at the Waynesville
High School girls basketball game
on Feb. 8. Waynesville’s players
and cheerleaders showed their
support by wearing pink and white
uniforms, while a large fan base
wore pink as well to promote breast
cancer awareness and education.
The WHS Girls Basketball Team is
ranked 6th in state.

Prop 1 update

The passage of Proposition 1 not
only preserved the $8.5 million in B-2
Heavily Impacted Aid, it also generated
$600,000 in new local tax revenue for
the Waynesville R-VI School District.
The new funds have been designated for
technology and safety.
In the area of safety, the news funds
have provided new two-way radios,
increased security at events, security
cameras for the high school and a
school resource officer shared between
East and Freedom.
In the area of technology, the
new local revenue has been used
to accelerate the district’s goal of

Continued from page 1

providing a two-to-one computer-tostudent ratio to all students. The district
had planned to only pilot computers in
the third and eighth grades this year,
but with the new funds, all 3rd graders
and 8th graders now have access to
computers at a two-to-one ratio.
While there, Hilary Bales, assistant
superintendent of personnel services,
invited senior citizens to volunteer in
the schools.
“We need volunteers to help with
everything from PTO events to reading
to children,” Bales said.
Dr. Trish Adkins explained the
successful implementation of having

students in grades K-5 at East and
Freedom.
“East and Freedom are still among
the largest elementary schools in the
state, but they are more family oriented
with the house concept in each school,”
said Adkins, the assistant superintendent
of instructional services.
Dr. Chris Berger, assistant
superintendent of operational services,
spoke about how the district’s tax levy
increased from the state’s minimum of
$2.75 to $2.95, but remains the lowest
tax levy in the Ozarks conference.
Any group interested in hearing an
update may call 573-842-2040.

WMDS Student of Month

Aidan McFarland, an eighth grade student at Waynesville
Middle School, has been named the Waynesville Middle School
Rotary Student of the Month for February.
McFarland, the son of Robert and Kelley McFarland,
has been a student in the Waynesville School District since
kindergarten. McFarland is a straight A student and is enrolled
in high school-level courses, including geometry and German.
McFarland was a member of the wrestling and football
teams and also plans on participating in track this spring and
baseball this summer. He loves to snowboard and goes on a
snowboarding trip every year. McFarland participates in Boy
Scouts and is currently a life scout and is starting to work on
becoming an Eagle Scout. He loves to travel and hopes to travel
the world.

Anna Mesa was named the Waynesville High School
Student of the Month for February. Mesa is a junior at
Waynesville High School and was nominated to represent
the word “honesty.”

Waynesville
Middle School held
a Diversity Fair
on Thursday, Feb.
15, at Waynesville
Middle School
with several
different countries
represented.
Students were
given a “passport”
to acquire
signatures and
record facts about
the countries.

Mehaffey transitions from Summer VSA to VISTA
AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteer in
Service to America) members have been
serving the community for eight years.
While serving, members focus on six
key areas - disaster services, economic
opportunity, education, environmental
stewardship, healthy futures and veterans
and military families. AmeriCorps VISTA
service is often cited as an amazing
adventure and a fulfilling experience from
the individuals who are giving back to their
neighbors, community and country.
One such VISTA member proudly
serving the community is Barbara
Mehaffey. Mehaffey was a VISTA
Summer Associate (VSA) this past
summer.
“My previous service was as a Community VSA over the
summer and it was my first time volunteering somewhere,”
Mehaffey said. “I was placed in the Department of Social
Services office and it was really gratifying to be able to help.”
After VSA, Mehaffey transitioned into the VISTA program
as the volunteer coordinator. As a VISTA member, Mehaffey’s

focus is to create event flyers and
marketing material, increase volunteer
recruitment, assist with Snack in a Pack,
and assist with the Volunteer Appreciation
Banquet.
“Barbara served as a sub-site VSA this
summer and did great things for the Pulaski
County Children’s Division. She is serving
in the Waynesville VISTA program as a
volunteer coordinator, and is working to
enhance the Rocking Chair Read program.
She also took the lead on our Martin Luther
King Jr. Day of Service and has started the
creation of a ‘Wall of Service,’ which is
housed at Pick Educational and Volunteer
Facility, and will recognize all Corporation
for National and Community Service (CNCS) volunteers
who have served a full-term of service with Waynesville
AmeriCorps, AmeriCorps VISTA and VSA. Barbara’s hard
work and creativity are a great asset to our program, and we
are delighted that she is with us for a year of service,” said
Todd Whalen, director of community resource and alternative
education.

Pictured are a few of the more than 70 students who are members of Waynesville’s FFA Chapter.

Waynesville FFA to celebrate National FFA Week
Waynesville’s FFA Chapter will celebrate National FFA
Week next week.
National FFA Week embraces more than 90 years of FFA
traditions while looking forward to the organization’s future.
More than 653,000 members with a passion for agriculture will
participate in activities at local, state and national levels.
Designated a national week in 1947, the week of George
Washington’s birthday, National FFA Week runs from Saturday
to Saturday and gives FFA members an opportunity to educate
the public about agriculture. During the week, chapters conduct
a variety of activities to help others in their schools and
communities learn about FFA and agricultural education.

Today’s FFA members are the innovators and leaders of
tomorrow. Through agricultural education and hands-on
learning, they are preparing for 255 unique career opportunities
in the food, fiber and natural resources industries. National FFA
Week is sponsored by Tractor Supply Company.
The National FFA Organization provides leadership, personal
growth and career success training through agricultural
education to 653,359 student members who belong to one of
8,568 local FFA chapters throughout the U.S., Puerto Rico and
the U.S. Virgin Islands. The organization is also supported by
344,239 alumni members in 2,051 alumni chapters throughout
the United States.

