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Diversity
Tree goes
up at Wood
At Wood Elementary, each
grade level was assigned a
hand color to use to build
the school’s diversity tree.
Students designed their hands
with pictures or words to
describe themselves. The
staff was assigned pink.
“Our tree came together
and the Wood family just
loves looking at it and
learning about each other!”
said Wood Principal Melanie
Mitchell. “We’re pretty
proud of it.”

FLW-SOP to receive Army Award on Monday
The Sustainable Ozarks Partnership
(SOP) and Fort Leonard Wood (FLW)
will receive the 2017 Army Community
Partnership Award on Dec. 4 from the
Secretary of the Army in recognition of
their FLW-SOP Partnership Initiative.
Partnerships between Army
installations and surrounding
communities receive this distinction
as a result of their collaboration and
overall efforts that result in improved
readiness, sustainability, cost savings,
and efficiencies for the installation.
The Army was impressed by the scale
and results of our overall partnership
efforts with federal entities, the state
of Missouri, and local governments.
Specifically, the Army cited the strong
cooperation between the state of
Missouri, the City of St. Robert, and
Fort Leonard Wood to improve the

water resiliency between the installation
and St. Robert.
“This award is symbolic of the many
great and unique partnerships that
exist between Fort Leonard Wood, the
SOP, our communities, and the state of
Missouri,” said SOP executive director
Kent Thomas. “The Waynesville
R-VI School District leadership and
the Board of Education have been
strong partners with and supporters of
SOP and its mission since inception.
The outstanding partnership between
SOP and our local schools is an
important component of the ‘FLW-SOP
Partnership Initiative’ being recognized
by the United States Army senior
leadership.”
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent of
the Waynesville R-VI School District,
is the immediate past chairman of SOP
and remains on the Board of Directors.

There were seven award winners this
year and they all include community
partnerships that were signed in fiscal
years 2015-2017 by garrisons, camps,
and training areas.
All submissions were evaluated on
the following criteria:
• improve mission training
• provide cost efficiency (savings or
avoidance)
• expand capability
• create efficiencies
• improve community relations
“We are exceptionally proud of the
long-standing relationships and ongoing
partnerships that make a difference
for Fort Leonard Wood, Soldiers,
Families, Retirees, Veterans, and our
Communities,” said SOP chairman and
City of St. Robert mayor George A.
Lauritson.
Continued on page 2

TB Forum to be
held Tuesday
at WHS
Local and state public health officials
will conduct a public informational
forum on tuberculosis (TB) for parents,
guardians, students and the community
at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 5, at the
Waynesville High School Auditorium.
“We want our community to be
informed,” said Superintendent Dr.
Brian Henry. “We appreciate having
these TB experts travel to Waynesville
to provide information and answer
questions our families have about the
disease.”
The event is free and open to the
public. Attendees are encouraged to
bring their written questions concerning
TB to the event to ensure their concerns
are addressed.
Representatives from the Pulaski
County Health Center and the
Missouri Department of Health
and Senior Services (DHSS) will
attend, including Teresa Wortmann,
MDR TB Coordinator/Public Health
Senior Nurse, DHSS; Patricia (Patty)
McClendon, Public Health Nursing
Director, Pulaski County Health
Center and Terry Eslahi, Epidemiology
Specialist, DHSS.

One TB case identified at WHS
State and local health department
officials have identified a single case
of active tuberculosis (TB) in a student
who attends Waynesville High School.
The individual identified is complying
with isolation precautions and is
receiving medication to treat the illness.
Health officials have begun
identifying contacts of the student
with active TB, and are working to
ensure that any other possible cases of
TB in either the school or community
are identified and treated. Parents of
Waynesville High School students will
be mailed letters at the end of this week
notifying them whether or not their
child has had close contact with the
student with active TB. All students and
staff who have had close contact will
receive instructions and a consent form
to be tested for TB for free on Dec. 6,
2017, at Waynesville High School.
“We want to reassure parents that we
are following the health department’s
guidelines and are going above and
beyond the state’s basic requirements
by providing testing for our students
and staff,” said Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent.
TB is spread through the air. The
only way to contract the disease is by

close contact (several hours a day) with
someone who has the disease. It cannot
be spread by contact with someone’s
clothing or by eating from the same
utensils or in any other way. Symptoms
of TB can include a cough of longer
than three weeks, unexplained weight
loss, night sweats, chills, fever and
coughing up blood.
TB is preventable and curable. TB
disease is typically treated for six to
nine months with antibiotics. A person
with TB will become non-contagious
within a few days to weeks of effective
treatment, and will be able to return
to normal activities without risk to
others while completing treatment. The
Pulaski County Health Department
assures that all known active TB cases
in the county are followed closely and
treated appropriately.
The school district, the Pulaski
County Health Center and the Missouri
Department of Health and Senior
Services are working closely together
to investigate this case and assure
that all precautions are being taken
for the safety of all in the community,
especially the students and staff of
Waynesville High School.

Tuberculosis: The Basics
The good news is TB can be cured and it can be prevented.

Army award

Continued from page 1

Our team, along with leaders
from Fort Leonard Wood, have been
invited to receive the award at the
Army Community Partnership Award
Ceremony at the Pentagon, Hall of
Heroes, on Dec. 4. The Sustainable
Ozarks Partnership is building on the
Fort Leonard Wood Region’s strong
past and preparing the region for a
healthy, resilient future. We are a
nonprofit organization working to bring
all of the region’s stakeholders to the
table to drive regional development and
advocate for new or expanded military
and federal missions, all as part of our
efforts to strengthen the Fort Leonard
Wood region.

Signs and Symptoms of Tuberculosis:
cough • night sweats • weight loss • chills, fever • appetite loss • tiredness
What is TB?
“TB” is short for a disease called tuberculosis. It causes disease in the lungs most
of the time, but it can cause disease in any part of the body. A person with TB
disease needs medical attention.
How is TB spread?
TB germs may spray into the air if a person with TB disease of the lungs or throat
coughs or sneezes. Anyone nearby can breathe the TB germs into their lungs.
What is TB infection?
TB germs can live in your body without making you sick. This is called TB infection.
Someone with TB infection cannot spread TB to anyone, but TB infection can
progress to TB disease if not treated with medication.
What is TB disease?
Sometimes the immune system cannot trap the TB germs and keep them from
multiplying. This is TB disease. Someone with TB disease can spread TB to others.
If you have any questions about TB, call the
Pulaski County Health Center at 573-736-2217

When a deer entered the playground at Freedom
Elementary in late November, staff knew it could become
potentially dangerous so students were kept inside. Melissa
Childs, Heather Allen, Mike Ogdon, Officer ChristiAna
Ball and Carey Drehle all worked to lead the yearling
to an opening so it could escape, but the deer failed to
cooperate. Eventually, sensing the deer was wearing down,
Childs scooped up the deer and started to carry it. Needing
to reposition the deer to better carry it, Childs set it down
and the deer again took off. That’s when Ball retrieved it
and carried the deer with help from Childs to safety. Photo
submitted.

District partners for
drug dog searches
As part of its ongoing, routine safety measures, the
Waynesville R-VI School District will collaborate with law
enforcement officials to conduct periodic unannounced drug
dog searches at Waynesville R-VI Schools and bus stops.
“Safety is our number one priority and drug dog searches
are part of our routine safety measures,” said Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent. “Searches help us measure the effectiveness of
our drug education programs and our goal is for the dogs to find
nothing.”
Dr. Chris Berger, assistant superintendent of operational
services and the district’s safety officer, said, “Searches serve as
an excellent deterrent and help promote awareness that drugs,
weapons, etc. will not be tolerated in our schools. It’s just one
more safety measure we implement to help protect our students.

On Nov. 27
Waynesville
JROTC cadets
spent the day on
Fort Leonard Wood
supporting the
Lions Club and the
St. Nicks Benefit.
The Lions Club,
via the annual
St. Nicks Benefit,
provides many
gifts for more
than 500 needy
kids in the local
community. The
cadets spent the
day organizing and
packing many gifts
to help prepare
them for Christmas
gift distribution.

Photos provided by JROTC

Wood ELL students
conduct food drive

Students in Chelsea Lane’s 3rd grade ELL class at Wood
Elementary organized a food drive in conjunction with a PBL to
help others. The activity addressed all four of the major focuses
of ELL. which are reading, writing, speaking and listening. The
students were asked to write friendly and persuasive letters to
parents, school staff and local businesses in order to get the
food donations that they were requesting.
Students led all of the decision-making, which included:
what types of food to request, collecting the foods each day and
the types of incentives given to the classrooms that donated the
most food. At the end of the project enough food was raised to
feed five families from Wood.
Lane and her ELL students delivered the remaining food to
the Good Samaritan in Waynesville on Nov. 27. They donated
more than 200 lbs! During this experience they learned about
how the process of the food pantry works and were able to take
a tour of the facility.
“This was an awesome experience for these students, and
they truly took ownership in this project,” said Wood Prinicpal
Melanie Mitchell.

Loggins signs to play softball
with Jefferson College
Morgan Loggins, a Waynesville High School senior, has
signed with Jefferson College to further her education and play
softball.
Loggins is a highly decorated high school softball player
earning 1st team All-State (2017), Ozark Conference Player of
the Year (2017), 1st team All-Region (2017), 2nd team AllRegion (2016), 1st team All-District (2017, 2016, 2015), 2nd
team All-District (2014), 1st team All-Conference (2017, 2016),
and 2nd team All Conference (2015,2014). Loggins has been
the varsity catcher all four years. She exploded offensively the
past two seasons hitting seven home runs while hitting .516 last
year and 12 home runs with a .643 avg this year.
“Morgan has worked hard in and out of season to earn these
accolades and has been a coach’s dream in terms of being a
captain on the field,” said Head Softball Coach Scott Turner.
“We look forward to seeing her compete at the next level.”

Cheerleaders, softball players and their coaches spoke at the Rotary Club meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 28. Pictured left
are cheerleaders Kamryn Korth, Gracie Barkefelt, Jennifer Schenkenfelder, Naryssa Kerr, Symone Smith and Head
Cheerleading Coach Shauna Smith. Head Softball Coach Scott Turner is pictured with softball players Afatia Poinsette,
Morgan Loggins, Megan Pattison and Malia Jennings.

The book “Wonder” sparks compassion
Paige Frazier’s third graders have
been reading the book “Wonder” since
the beginning of the year. This is a story
of a young boy with a severe facial
deformity called “mandibulofacial
dysostosis.” He is attending school for
the first time as a 5th grader.
Frazier feels this is the most powerful
book she has have ever read to her
class. The book teaches empathy,
compassion and addresses bullying.
“The kids (and I) have cheered and
cried as we read it,” Frazier said. “There
is a movement across the country of
‘Choose Kind,’ which is coming from
this book!”
Frazier’s class has made gifts for
teachers and staff from “The Kindness
Kids,” and they have described why
they are wonders. The students have
chosen a kindness precept (positive
quote to live by) and created themselves
as Wonder characters.
Frazier also invited students and their
families to see the movie, “Wonder” on
Nov. 18 in Waynesville.

Paige Frazier and her third grade class, also known as the “The Kindness Kids.”

As a reflection of their learning, the
students will be creating flip grids, as
well as using Google Classroom to
compare and contrast their experiences
from the book to the movie. Thayer
Principal Robyn Justice has noticed

their kindness, as it proliferates to
others in the school.
“This continues to be a wonderful
learning opportunity for the students to
spread kindness to all,” Justice said.

6th graders ‘wonder’ about how they treat others
More than 100 students at the Sixth
Grade Center read the Raquel Palacio
novel “Wonder” and completed an
essay in hopes of winning a movie
ticket to see the box office hit. Students
had to answer the question: Throughout
“Wonder,” Auggie describes the way
that many people react to seeing his
face for the first time by immediately
looking away. Have you ever been in
a situation where you have responded
like this to seeing someone different?
Having now read “Wonder,” how do
you feel about this now?
Alivia Seibert said, “‘Don’t judge
a boy by his face’ is a strong line. In
just seven words, it can send a very
important message. No matter what
a person looks like, they may be the
kindest person you ever meet and they
may help shape you into a better version
of yourself.”
Angel Ko said, “’Wonder’ is a
great book and makes it clear that
appearances don’t matter.” “I know
how it feels to be different. I know how

Sixth Grade Principal Jamie Goforth is pictured with the “Wonder” essay winners.

much courage it takes to walk into a
classroom and be looked at.”
“This book teaches the reader what
it feels like to be different,” said Seth
Detavernier.

Essay winners included Alivia
Seibert, Angel Ko, Seth Detavernier,
Alana Masters, Fatima Amjed, Harriet
Chan, Ryan Frazier, Julissa Daniels and
Grace Hilton.

First grade students at Partridge Elementary recently
completed a PBL about animal habitats. Students
worked in groups to research an animal and their
habitat. They then worked to answer the question;
“How could we, as zoologists, create the best habitat
for animals and their young?” The groups had a
choice of developing one of the following: a diorama,
poster, Chatterpix or Lego creation to demonstrate
the habitat needed for their animal. The groups used
their research and their products to teach others
about the habitat that their animal would need in
order to thrive in a zoo.

State compact meets to help military families
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent for the
Waynesville R-VI School District, launched the
inaugural meeting of the Missouri Council for the
Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity
for Military Children on Wednesday, Nov. 29, in
Jefferson City.
“Our goal is to ease the educational challenges
that children of military families encounter as they
move from state to state,” said Henry, who serves
as the State Compact Commissioner. “Missouri
wants to be the leader in best practices for military
families and to ease transitions for soldiers
stationed in Missouri. This council is just one more
step toward our vision of being the preferred state
for military families.”
Serving with Henry are State Rep. Steve Lynch,
Former Commissioner of Education Margie
Vandeven, Missouri Military Advocate Joe Driskill,
FLW Deputy Garrison Commander Kathy Aydt,
Knob Noster educational and military experts and
other statewide leaders.
“I am honored and excited to serve on this
council because improving the lives of military
families is a passion of mine,” Lynch said. “I hope
that my experience of having lived and worked
in the unique military community surrounding
Fort Leonard Wood will be a valuable asset to the
council.”
Cherise Imai, executive director of the Military
Interstate Children’s Compact Commission, served
as the keynote speaker. Imai shared federal military

Top, Participants in the inaugural meeting of the
Missouri Council for the Interstate Compact on
Educational Opportunity for Military Children on
Wednesday, Nov. 29, in Jefferson City. At right,
Former Commissioner of Education Margie
Vandeven.

compact requirements and best practices that
extend beyond the requirements.
“When we identify shared problems that military
families face, together we can solve them and make
Missouri an even better place for all families,”
Henry said. “I have found that what is good for
military families is also good for our local families;
everyone benefits from our efforts.”

Anna Hutchinson of the United Kingdom served as the first speaker in the Club Tiger International Speakers Series.

Gard cultivates a love of culture in Club TIGER
To cultivate a love of other cultures and promote global
understanding, Kelly Gard is bringing the world to Club TIGER
students one country at a time.
During the afterschool program at Waynesville Middle
School, students in 6th through 8th grades have met or will
meet individuals from Australia, the United Kingdom, the
Netherlands, China, Germany and Brazil.
“Fort Leonard Wood’s International Military Officers and
their families serve as an outstanding resource for our students
to learn first-hand about different cultures,” said Gard, the
foreign language teacher at Waynesville Middle School. “They
are happy to share information about their countries with our
students.”
Beyond the typical activities of learning a country’s global
location and information about its culture and climate, Gard
invites Club TIGER students to sample typical foods from the
visiting countries.
“I want students to hear the accents, taste the food and feel as
if they have taken a mini vacation to each country,” Gard said.
Anna Hutchinson of the United Kingdom served as the first
speaker in the series. A teacher in the U.K., she enjoyed being
in an American classroom and took a moment to sit in “a proper
American student desk.” U.K. students sit at tables with chairs
that are not attached.
The Hutchinsons wanted the opportunity to go abroad and
continue to enjoy being stationed in Missouri. “Missouri
has very friendly people and I like the small-town vibe of
this community,” she said. “We felt welcome here from the
beginning.”
While many similarities abound between the United States
and the United Kingdom, Hutchinson still notices the vast space
afforded here. “Even the smallest houses have so much land,”
she noted. “Houses in the United States are much bigger and
have so much more land than most houses in the U.K.”

Missouri’s ever-changing weather ranks high as another
noticeable difference. Accustomed to highs of 80 degrees,
Hutchinson and her husband arrived with their twins during a
heat wave in July 2016 and immediately faced 95+ degree days.
The trade off, she says, is there are fewer cloudy and rainy days
here. “It’s so sunny here,” she said.
Club TIGER students learned about the Union Jack (flag),
kids wearing uniforms to school, tourist attractions, Queen
Elizabeth II, the prime minister, their weather and a few
slang terms, such as “dog and bone” for telephone and “Hank
Marvin” for starving. They tasted crackers (small cookies),
sampled candy and learned that no other canned beans here
compare to Heinz beans in the U.K.
“When students hear the accents, meet the individuals and
taste the food, they connect with cultures on a personal level,”
Gard said.

She explained how the The Union Jack, or Union Flag, is
the national flag of the United Kingdom.

Hilary Bales, assistant superintendent of personnel services, congratulates Carisma Rush for being named the Classified
Employee of the Month. At right, pictured are School Board Member Dan Deering; School Board President Butch O’Riley;
Hilary Bales, assistant superintendent of personnel services; Employee of the Month Carisma Rush, Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent; and Wood Principal Melanie Mitchell.

Rush named Classified Employee of the Month
Carisma Rush, a paraprofessional at Wood Elementary, was
named the Classified Employee of the Month on Friday, Dec. 1.
One of her nominators had the following to say about her,
“Mrs. Rush always goes above and beyond her job duties.
She has a great rapport with all the students, not just the ELL
students she works with. She always asks if there is anything
she can do to help and jumps right in when she sees something
that needs to be done. She works well with the students and
pushes them to try hard and lets them know she believes in
them and that they can do anything they put their minds to.
… Mrs. Rush is an amazing para and helps the entire building
whenever possible. She always has a positive attitude and kind
words to share.

Another nominator stated the following: “Mrs. Rush is
one of the hardest working people I have ever met! She is a
self-starter and is always very efficient in everything that she
does. … Her number one concern is our students, and how
we can help them become better. … Every morning, rain or
shine, she stands outside and greets students as they enter the
building with a huge smile. She is involved in our PBS team
and serves as a check out mentor. She also represents all of the
paras in our building on our building steering team. She has
a lot of great ideas and suggestions that are valued during our
decision-making. She is a huge team player throughout our
entire building. She is always willing to step in and do whatever
it takes to make sure that all of the students are successful. …
Wood is a better place with her here!”

The Waynesville High School Wrestling Team (pictured above) held its opening home match on Thursday, Nov. 30,
beating Ozark 47 to 24.

WCC hosts open house to promote its programs

On Nov. 17, the Waynesville Career
Center hosted an open house with
perspective students from all area
sending schools and Waynesville High
School attending.

Maj. Gen. Kent Savre, commanding general of Fort Leonard Wood, visited Wood
and Thayer Elementary during their Family Feasts. Photo by Fort Leonard Wood
Public Affairs.
Students of the Month from the
Waynesville Career Center for
October are (top) Asia Givens, a
junior in commercial printing and
above Monica Calloway, an LPN
student.

November Students of the Month at
the Waynesville Career Center are at
top, Guisy Armato-Ruiz, an adult LPN
student and above, Kember Frisbie, a
senior video production student.

Wood Elementary students and families received some help with their Family
Feast. Waynesville Middle School Student Council members are pictured with
the JS2S of Wood Elementary and Laura Wiechert, a foreign language teacher at
WMDS and Saralice Campbell of Wood Elementary. The WMDS students loved
serving families before the holiday and were honored to be a part of their special
day. Students from Pick Alternative School also assisted with the day.

