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Pictured are Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent; WMDS
Principal Michele Sumter; Cecilia Swain, an 8th grade math
teacher; and Dr. Trish Adkins, assistant superintendent of
instructional services.

Swain named District
Teacher of Year

Cecilia Swain, an 8th grade math teacher at Waynesville
Middle School, has been named the Waynesville R-VI Teacher
of the Year.
Swain will represent Waynesville R-VI in the Regional
Teacher of the Year process later this spring.
The district’s Professional Development Committee oversaw
the process and the evaluators included regular classroom
teachers and special area teachers, who represented multiple
grade spans. Throughout the process the committee held to the
rubrics and guidelines that had been established.
“This is our second year for this process and clearly we
have outstanding teachers and it was a difficult decision, but
Ms. Swain stood out to the committee for her commitment to
ensure her students are learning and are prepared for life as
citizens after they graduate,” said Dr. Trish Adkins, assistant
superintendent of instructional services.
“Beyond her being a phenomenal teacher and taking care of
kids, Cecilia is a valuable member of our district CSIP team
and contributes to our district’s overall future goals,” said
Hilary Bales, assistant superintendent of personnel services.
“She also serves on my Personnel Advisory Committee where
she provides valuable feedback.”
Application materials included a resume, impact on the
Continued on page 2

Special
Olympics

The Waynesville R-VI
School District hosted
the Central Spring Games
for Special Olympics on
Thursday, April 19, at Slaughter Field at Waynesville
Middle School. Many of the athletes arrived at the
stadium in police, firetruck and ambulance vehicles and
were greeted with cheers and applause.

Students in Sherry Parker’s
classroom at Williams Early
Childhood Center are excited to hold
the new chicks that recently hatched
from the eggs that were in their
classroom.

Swain
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classroom and letters of support from
colleagues. Scoring was focused on a
number of areas, including, professional
activities, professional development,
leadership, community involvement,
contribution and accomplishments
within the education field.
Nominations were taken and all
nominees were invited to submit an
application packet. The Teacher of
the Year sub-committee scored the
application packets that were submitted
based on a rubric, which aligns with the
state Teacher of the Year Criteria.
After scoring was completed,
teachers were invited in for face-to-face
interviews with the committee. During
the interview portion, the committee
was able to learn more about the
candidate’s teaching philosophy, how
they interact with and impact students,
as well as those issues that they view as
a priority in education.

Clockwise, top left, Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent, was presented with
a plaque in appreciation for the
Waynesville R-VI School District
hosting the Central Spring Games for
Special Olympics. This year, younger
students participated in the games. Dr.
George Lauritson, mayor of St. Robert;
Dr. Henry; and Luge Hardman, mayor of
Waynesville led the parade of athletes.
Law enforcment officials ran the torch
into the stadium to officially begin the
games. Waynesville High School and
Middle School students cheered the
athletes on; they also volunteered to
assist with the games.

WCC students
place at state
On April 4 & 5, 79 students from Waynesville Career Center
were at State Technical College in Linn, Mo., competing
at SkillsUSA State contest. Approximately 2,300 students
from all over the state competed in written tests and skills
demonstrations in all the career field areas. Once again WCC
students had a great showing; 11 Students from WCC will head
to Louisville, Ky., June 25-29 for the National Competition.
Medalists
Note: * Student will go to National Competition
The student’s name is followed by their school, the contest
they competed in and how they placed is listed under their
instructor’s name:
Commercial Printing (Instructor – Bryan Schaffner)
• Ashley Lennon, Crocker, Screen Printing Technical Info:
2nd
• Sarah Thomas, Plato, Graphic Imaging: 3rd
• Sarah Thomas, Plato, Graphic Communication Technical
Info: 2nd
• Neida Berrios, Waynesville, Graphic Communication
Technical Info: 3rd
• Asia Givens, Waynesville, Screen Printing Technical Info:
3rd
• Amberlynn Lewis, Waynesville, Screen Printing: 3rd
• Amberlynn Lewis, Waynesville, Screen Printing Technical
Info: 1st
Video Production (Instructor – Tim Wallace)
• Michaelangello Arnold, Crocker, Television Production
Technical Info: 1st
• Jonathan Russell, Newburg, Television Production
Technical Info: 2nd
• Fabiola Alcazar, Meagan Driben, Rene Garza and Glory
Schroeder, Waynesville, Broadcast News Production Team:
2nd
•*Dashawn Griffin, *Vanessa Guzman-Slater, *Grace Kristek
and *Jorge Rios, Waynesville, Broadcast News Production
Team: 1st
• Pablo Cuevas and Christian Hopkins, Waynesville, Digital
Cinema Production Team:
2nd
Computer Information Technology (Instructor – Shawneen
Hefton)
• Bailey Nickels, Crocker, and Austin Binder, Dixon,
Interactive Application & Game Development Team: 3rd
• Dala Biart, Dixon, and Kelsee Frisbie, Iberia, Interactive
Application & Game Development Team 2nd
Computer Maintenance & Networking (InstructorShane Strubbe)
• *Noah Nelson, Iberia, Telecommunications Cabling: 1st
John Lupsa, Waynesville, Telecommunications Cabling: 2nd
• David Martin, Waynesville, Internetworking: 3rd
• David Martin, Waynesville, Computer Repair Technical
Info, 3rd
• Bryan Perez, Waynesville, Residential Systems Installation

The morning students who placed at the state Skills USA
competition.

& Maintenance: 2nd
•*William Urena, Waynesville, Residential Systems
Installation & Maintenance: 1st
Heating, Ventilation & Air Conditioning (Instructor –
Randy Roam)
• Levi Henson, Laquey, Heating, Venting, Air Conditioning
and Refrigeration: 2nd
Graphic Design (Instructor – Donna Groves)
•*Hunter Yowell, Newburg, Pin Design: 1st
Culinary Arts (Instructor – Jon Dye)
•*Kelsey Bunnell, Richland, Restaurant Service: 1st
• Kelsey Bunnell, Richland, Culinary Arts, Technical Info
2nd
• Welsey Whitler, Waynesville, Restaurant Service: 2nd
• Welsey Whitler, Restaurant Service Technical Information:
2nd
Cosmetology (Instructor – Kim Kirkwood)
•*Micah Beasley, Waynesville, Cosmetology: 1st
•*Micah Beasley, Waynesville, Cosmetology Technical Info
2nd
• *Emily Connor, Waynesville, Nail Care: 1st
•*Jaymee Flynt, Waynesville, Barbering: 1st
• Briana Harris, Waynesville, Esthetics: 3rd
• Naryssa Kerr, Waynesville
Esthetics: 2nd
• Hannah Lopez, Waynesville, Nail Care: 2nd
• Callisto Stribling, Waynesville, Barbering: 2nd
Masonry (Instructor – Alvin Hoffman)
• Douglass Brandstetter, Waynesville, Masonry Technical
Information, 1st

Pictured are
Partridge LEADERS
in action! The
birthday brigade
is celebrating
upcoming birthdays.
The recycling
leaders made bird
houses out of
gourds.

WHS students promote
safe future at assembly
While other students across the nation were walking out,
some Waynesville High School students voluntarily walked
to an assembly at Tiger Stadium where a planned, prepared
speech was delivered during Tiger Time, a non-instructional
time.
Approximately 400 of Waynesville High School’s
1,500 students attended the student-led assembly to stand
together, unified, in opposition to school violence, including
remembering those lost at Columbine, and promoting that
every student should feel safe at school. Students who did not
attend the assembly remained in
Tiger Time.
“I am here to shine light on
the many different ways we
as the future can create a safe
environment for our siblings,
our kids, our grandchildren,”
said Marie Lewis, a WHS
senior who volunteered to be
the event’s speaker. “…standing
here before you all today, I’m
filled with hope that a violencefree future is near. A future that
can’t be a reality without you
and your passion, kindness and
patience. The future is now and
the future is us.”
In her speech, Lewis
encouraged her fellow students
to be activists for change by
volunteering. During their
Marie Lewis
lunch hours, students had an
opportunity to learn more about local organizations and how
they could volunteer to make a positive difference in the world.
The WHS Student Government Association arranged for the
following organizations to be present:
• USO Ft. Wood Chapter
• Genesis House
• Good Samaritan of the Ozarks
• Kitten Division
• SHARP from Fort Leonard Wood will have information

promoting healthy relationships, teen advice and drug
awareness
• Freshman Mentor Program is hosting a “Speak Out” booth
raising awareness about reporting
• Student Government Association is providing a banner to
sign
• A voter registration table will be set up as well
Students will remember this real-world lesson, said WHS
Principal Courtney Long. “Students have learned a lot about
organizing an assembly, promoting it and the importance of
communication.”
Afterward, Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, said, “I am
proud of the maturity our students demonstrated today and
how they handled this. We hope that building this relationship
with our student body continues to encourage communication
and students will be forthcoming if people are troubled or hear
any threatening comments so we can continue to improve the
environment of our school,” Henry said. “School safety is our
priority and we
know that beyond
our physical
security measures
and school
resource officers,
building positive
relationships with
our students will
help keep our
students safe.”

