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District achieves 96.8%

It just doesn’t get much better than
this: 96.8% on the Annual Performance
Report.
For the 2014-15 School Year,
Waynesville R-VI School District
received 96.8% of the total points
possible with gains in college and
career readiness, attendance, graduation
rate and individual student performance
growth. The data from the tests was just
released today.
“This is fantastic news for our
district,” says Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent. “We are on track
for student success and for our 2020
targets.”
Students are administered MAP
and EOC tests each spring. Based on
its student scores, a district receives
a percentage
of points in the
state’s MSIP 5
accountability
requirements,
which include
specific learning growth targets for
students in these areas:
Academic Achievement: 100%
Subgroup Achievement: 85.7%
College and Career Ready: 91.7%
Attendance: 100%
Graduation Rate: 100%
“Based on our growth targets,
our focus this year will be subgroup
achievement,” Henry says. “Teachers
are trying different learning strategies
and differentiated instruction with
members of our subgroups to determine
which are most effective. We are using
very specific data on individual students
to promote individual success. This is
labor-intensive, very focused work and
our teachers are working harder than
ever to meet our mission of ‘educating
individual students for 21st Century
challenges.’”

The subgroup includes special
education, low-income, minority groups
and English Language Learners.
The Waynesville R-VI School District
received all of the points possible in all
four academic areas: English language
arts, math, social studies and science
– based on individual students moving
closer to the 2020 targets. New tests
were administered in spring 2015 and
state statute includes a “safe harbor”
provision that allows a school district
to use the previous year’s data (if it is
better) in the determination of the APR
score.
“Because this was a new test, we
had the option of reaching back and
using last year’s scores, but we didn’t
need to in any of our areas,” says Dr.
Trish Adkins,
assistant
superintendent
of instructional
services.
“Our students
adapted very quickly to the new test and
to taking it all online and we received
progress points and growth points in
each category.”
Waynesville’s 4-year graduation rate
has increased to 90.8%. The state’s
graduation rate is 87.8% and the
national graduation rate is 81.4%.
“Our community should be proud
of our overall student achievement,”
Henry says. “Our APR scores are
among the best in the state.”
Students will take the 2015-16 tests
in late April and early May this year
with results being available in the fall
2016.

96.8%

Editor’s note: This story will also
appear in the I in the Tiger newsletter
that will go to all voters and parents.

East Elementary students produced
fall artwork of cats, pumpkins and
autumn trees. Participation in the fine
arts is a key component in student
learning.

Unity
Day

The Waynesville
R-VI School District
celebrated Unity Day
on Wednesday, Oct.
21, with students
wearing orange
throughout the
district. Below,
students at Wood
Elementary signed
a banner pledging
to be bully free
and drug free. Next
below, East Elementary students sang the “No more
Bullying Song” and spelled out the word “include” while
learning about bullying prevention.

On Unity Day (Oct. 21), Partridge Elementary students, their
teachers and Partners in Education from the 84th Chemical
Engineering Battalion took to the sidewalks, walking a mile to
show that they stand against bullying and to kick off their Tiger
Marathon. Younger students were partnered with older students
during the walk. Guidance also incorporated doing kind acts to
others as part of the Tiger Marathon. Above, this student not only
held the hand of the younger student assigned to him, but he also
carried her jacket when she no longer wanted to wear it.

Anti-bullying tips
for students:

1. Bullying is not your fault.
2. Stick together.
• If you’re being bullied, stay with
a group.
3. Report bullying.
• Report bullying to an adult at
school and an adult at home –
there’s a difference between
tattling and reporting bullying.
4. Keep doing what you love to do.
• Don’t let the person bullying you
win – keep doing what you love
to do, as long as it’s still safe. And
if it’s not, let an adult know and
ask them to help make it safe again.

Waynesville High School students wrote dozens of positive notes and hundreds
of words of encouragement to their fellow students as part of the many activities
designed to promote inclusion and standing up for others.

Tigers stampede in the park

More than 500 Waynesville students in 4th, 5th and 6th
grades participated in the 13th Annual Stampede in the
Park. The 513 students qualified to run the one-mile course
in Waynesville’s city park by meeting the National Fitness
time established for the mile for their age. The Stampede
in the Park winners by grade, category and school are as
follows:
4th Grade Girls: Faith Beeson of Thayer
4th Grade Boys: Joe Rosa of Wood
5th Grade Girls: Natalie Winters of Thayer
5th Grade Boys: Faheem Muhajid of Freedom
6th Grade Girls: Madison Ketchem, Sixth Grade Center
6th Grade Boys: Eric Richardson, Sixth Grade Center

AmeriCorps jobs
available locally
The Waynesville Community
Resource Office is currently
hiring for the 2015-16
AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps
VISTA programs in Pulaski
County.
Anyone interested in
becoming an AmeriCorps or
VISTA member, please visit
my.americorps.gov or contact
the Community Resource Office
at (573) 842-2530 or email
community@waynesville.k12.
mo.us.

Members of Waynesville High
School’s Cross Country Team
assisted with leading the races
so students stayed on course and
encouraged the students to do
their best as they approached the
finish line. The following team
members volunteered to help
with the race: Wade Paul, Jose
Hernandez, Brian Wolfe, Patrick
Lucitt, Kelsey Mitchell and
Aminah Mujahid.

WMDS had heightened security on Friday

Even though students will not be in school, security was increased at Waynesville Middle
School on Friday, Oct. 23, following an alleged bomb threat.
School officials were notified of the alleged threat Thursday evening.
Waynesville and Pulaski County police officials completed a thorough search of the
building and found nothing suspicious. The Waynesville R-VI School District will continue
with its plans to hold Parent-Teacher conferences at the middle school and throughout the
district on Friday.
“While authorities swept the building late Thursday night and gave us the all-clear, we
want to provide an extra measure of security to reassure parents and our staff members,” says
Dr. Chris Berger, assistant superintendent of operational services and the district’s head of
safety and security.
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, expresses his thanks to the Waynesville Police
Department, the Pulaski County Sheriff’s Office and other police officials for their
cooperation.
“We take all threats seriously,” Henry says. “We cannot be too cautious.”

Harrison named
Teacher of Quarter

Tim Harrison, a science teacher at the Waynesville
Sixth Grade Center, was named the Teacher of the
Quarter through the Project Teach Recognition Program
sponsored by Sellers-Sexton.
Mike Freeman of Sellers-Sexton presented Harrison
with a $100 stipend during the October Waynesville
R-VI Board of Education meeting. Sellers-Sexton,
which recognizes teachers who have designed creative
classroom learning projects, selected Harrison for his
project, Scientific Investigation Game Boards. The
students developed and designed a board game to help
teach the scientific method and measurements and
scientific vocabulary words, complete with instructions
and game pieces.

Waynesville High School senior football players were escorted
onto the field by their families and recognized on Oct. 16 before
their final regular-season game. The seniors included Reginald
Jamahl Walker Jr., Jacob Saylor, Luke Main, Seth Hedrick, Dwayne
Morton, Jason Duncan, Austin Underwood, James Blake III, Neil
Albrecht, David Hawk, Cedric Williams, Jacob Klienholz, Tyler
Murphy, Sean Lackey, William Tully, Ryan Pendelton, Sam Roberts,
Isaiah Crane, Jason Tobon and Xay Gates; and managers, Tara
Thomas and Abbey Vazquez.

WHS senior band members were recognized during halftime of the
Oct. 16 football game. Their instrument and names are as follows
flute: Joshua Holmes, Lindsey Kramer, Michelle Prince, Lindsey
Secrest; clarinet: Austin Camplejohn and Alexis Gaono; bass
clarinet: Rolan Gardner, Kelsey Mitchell; alto saxophone: Alysha
Ellis, Caitlyn Fox, Jessica Goodson, Nicayla Ingham, Mikayla
Tracey-Parnell; baritone saxophone: Dakota Lanning; trumpet:
Brandon Faulk, Trysten Smith; trombone: Jacob Tromblee;
euphonium: Keagen Massie; members of the drum line battery:
Maya Collier, Kiara Dinkens, Xaylian Gates, Hunter Kramer, Jean
Museau, Jonathan Quintero; members of the front ensemble:
Rebecca Bain, Isaiah Hunter Ball, Michael Meyer, Jacob Meza,
Kaitlynn Wagner; Colorguard members: Khristian Horne and
Megan Wood; and drum majors: Patrick Abellas and DeQuawn
DeBerry.
During the final regular home game of the season,
WHS senior cheerleaders were escorted onto the
field by their families. The seniors include Elizabeth
Bellamy, Yasmine Blakely, Ashley Boone, Hailey
Clifton, Halle Craven, Mary Gail Dubose, Madalene
Hashagen, Destiny Jackson, Candra Johnson,
Meredith McNeill, Aubrie Patrick and Rachel Sweeney.

Twelve Waynesville Middle School
students participated in a Snack in a
Pack fundraiser on Oct. 16. They raised
a total of $1464 in food and monetary
donations at Walmart.

