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    The Waynesville JROTC Raider Team was 2nd 
overall in the Mixed Team category at the 2015 
U.S. Army Cadet Command Raider National 
Championships in Molena, Ga., on Nov. 6 and 7, 
missing 1st by only a few points.
    There are 1,732 high schools with JROTC 
programs around the world and 60 teams – 
representing the best of the best from the 12 U.S. 
brigades – competed at nationals. 
    Waynesville’s JROTC Raider Team’s 
individual competition results are as follows:
    -1st Place Cross Country Liter Carry
    -2nd Place 5k Run
    -3rd Place Physical Team Test
    -5th Place Gauntlet
    -7th Place Rope Bridge

Waynesville Raiders place 2nd in nation

    From more than 60 competitors, Waynesville’s Madeline McDonald placed 
third in the ultimate Raider, missing 2nd place by 1 second.
    Leading up to Nationals, the Raiders finished in 1st place at four of their fall 
competitions and 2nd place at one. The Raiders are busy preparing for their 
upcoming spring meets.

Over the wall and through the river, Waynesville’s JROTC Raider Team 
persevered, finishing in second place at the 2015 U.S. Army Cadet Command 
Raider National Championships in Molena, Ga. Photos by Mrs. Fry



    On Oct. 9, Waynesville sixth 
grade students were able to show 
off their dance moves at the very 
first mixer of the school year.  
The mixer was planned by the 
Mixer LEAD committee.   The 
committee chose “Neon Lights” 
as the theme.  The gymnasium 
was decorated with bright neon 
colors and was highlighted with 
black lights to show them off.  
Students were encouraged to 
wear their brightest neon attire.
    “This mixer was my very first 
school dance and it was definitely 
beyond my expectations,” said 
Brynn Dalton, a sixth grader at 
WSGC.
    Students were served 
snacks, had a variety of activities to participate in, including a dance, karaoke or the 
opportunity to play games and use electronic devices.
    Students had a wonderful time at the WSGC mixer.  It was truly a neon-night to
remember!

A Neon-
Night To 
Remember

For the 13th year, Sellers-Sexton 
donated $25 per each touchdown 
scored by the Waynesville varsity 
football team. Mike Freeman of 
Sellers Sexton presented a check 
to Josh Scott, athletic director, for 
$1,075 for the 43 touchdowns scored 
this year. Sellers-Sexton has donated 
more than $12,000 through this 
program.

A fifth grade class at Partridge Elementary School turned pumpkins into a 
fun learning opportunity.  Susan Westfall’s class honed their estimating skills 
by looking at a pumpkin.  They estimated how many lines and the number of 
seeds the pumpkin had and then counted and it had 21 lines and 410 seeds! 
The students used adjectives to describe the outside and, after cutting open 
the pumpkin, the inside.  Some words used to describe the inside were 
squishy, slimy and gooey.  

Rotary Club President Jim Standfast 
presented Josh Scott, director 
of athletics for the Waynesville 
R-VI School District, with a mug 
in appreciation for him speaking 
at Rotary. Scott spoke about the 
importance of playing sports with 
a purpose and promoting healthy 
goals. In addition, he invited the 
public to attend the upcoming event 
featuring Dr. Gregory A. Dale, a 
professor of sport psychology and 
sport ethics at Duke University. Dale 
will present a free seminar “The 
Sport Parent: Helping Your Child 
Maximize His or Her Potential” at      
7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 20, at Waynesville 
High School Gym.
    The event is free and open to the 
public. 



    During September and October, 
Partridge’s 3rd graders studied plants 
and animals.  Specifically, they learned 
how plants and animals interact as 
they explored food chains. In October, 
students took a trip to the Springfield 
Nature Center to extend their learning 
from the classroom. Conservationists 
provided hands-on activities that were 
extremely engaging and informative. 
    As a cumulating activity, 3rd graders 
enjoyed an afternoon of dissecting owl 
pellets. Owl pellets contain regurgitated 
bones, fur and feathers that owls cannot 
digest. Pellets can be ordered from a 
biological supply house. Commercial 
pellets have been sterilized and arrive 
individually wrapped in aluminum 
foil and can be handled safely with 
bare hands. The students were able to 
identify the animals eaten by the owls 
by matching the bones to a chart.  

Students learn 
what owls eat 

    Ariel Okorie – a Waynesville High School student 
who is a four-time Junior Olympian – signed 
to compete in track and field for Kansas State 
University on Nov. 12.  She also received the 2015 
Aldo Sebben Award that day. 
     “This is an exciting time for Ariel, her family and 
her fellow student athletes,” says Mike Rawlings, 
WHS head track and field coach. “Ariel has set a goal 
of being an Olympic athlete and this signing will significantly help her continue on her 
path to be in the Summer Olympics in 2020 or beyond.” 
    Heavily recruited by multiple schools, Okorie’s mother, Selina Huggard, says it all 
came down to the perfect fit for her daughter and for her long-term goals.
    “We visited several schools, but Ariel felt Kansas State would provide her with the 
best opportunity to reach her full potential,” Huggard says. “This is epic.”
    Two WHS students – Okorie and Juwan Morgan, now a freshman at Indiana, have 
signed to compete at Division I schools in the past two years. 
    “In the history of the school only a handful of WHS students have ever gone on to 
compete at a D-1 school and Ariel is Waynesville’s second athlete to do so in two years, 
but do not be fooled; this is not easy,” Rawlings says.  
    Okorie’s prowess on the track and field is matched in the classroom where the senior 
takes multiple AP and advanced courses.
    “Ariel is smart, talented and a hard worker who gives it her all day after day,” 
Rawlings says. “She demonstrates what it takes to compete on the national level.”
    Okorie’s many wins and titles include the following:
4-time Sectional, 4-time 
District and 9-time Ozark 
Conference Champion
 
WHS School Records
   100 m Hurdles  14.48
   300 m Hurdles  43.74
   Long Jump  18-9.75
   Javelin  110-6
 
Aldo Sebben Award
   2014 and 2015 
 
7-Time All State
2015
   2nd Long Jump
   3rd 100 m Hurdles
   4th 300 m Hurdles
2014
   3rd Long Jump
   5th  300 m Hurdles
   6th  100 m Hurdles
2013
   6th 100 m Hurdles

USATF (USA Track & 
Field) Missouri Valley
   5-time Champion
   12-time Medalist
 

On Nov. 
6 and 7, 
the WHS 
debate 
team 
competed 
against 20 
schools 
at the 
Republic Debate Tournament.  
    Freshman Zoie Franscisco broke 
to semi-finals in Prose Interpretation. 
Senior Taylor Wright won 5th place 
overall in Storytelling. Junior Zack 
Seiber qualified and competed in 
quarter finals for Lincoln Douglas 
debate and won 4th.  

Debate team 
competes 

Okorie signs to  
Kansas State 

USATF Region 9
   10-time Champion
   14-time Medalist
 
2014 USA Youth 
Nationals
   1st Heptathlon
   3-time Medalist
 
4-time USATF Junior 
Olympian
   USATF Junior Olympic  
   All-American in the 
   Heptathlon

USATF Junior Olympic 
All-American in Long 
Jump
 
U.S. National First Team 
Standard – Gold Elite 
Standard
   100 m Hurdles
   300 m Hurdles
   Long Jump

In addition to signing with her coaches and family, 
Ariel Okorie received the Aldo Sebben Award, which 
recognizes her as the Outstanding Class 5 High 
School Track and Field Athlete by the Southwest 
Missouri Cross Country and Track Coaches.  This is 
the second year in a row she has received this award.  


