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Board approves pay raise
Pick Elementary will become Wood
Elementary on July 1.

Pick to be
renamed Wood

Pick Elementary will be renamed
Wood Elementary starting with the
2015-16 School Year when Wood
students will move to the current Pick
Elementary facility, located at 4590
Buckeye Ave, Fort Leonard Wood.
The Waynesville R-VI School District
Board of Education voted to change the
name during its May 18 meeting.
“We are thrilled that we will be able
to continue to be the Wood family,” says
Dr. Antiqua Hunter, principal at Wood
Elementary. “We have worked diligently
to create a culture of high expectations
and that will carry forward into our new
facility.”
Fort Leonard Wood Garrison
Commander Col. Andrew Herbst gave
the district approval for the elementary
school building names to be switched.
“I am deeply appreciative of
Col. Herbst and his team for their efforts
to make this a reality,” says Dr. Brian
Henry, superintendent. “We are grateful
for their work and their openness to our
request. We are so fortunate to enjoy a
close relationship between the military
and school district that allowed this to
be considered.”
Due to declining enrollment, Wood
Elementary will close this year and
students will move into the more
efficient facility at 4590 Buckeye
Avenue, which is currently unoccupied.

The Waynesville R-VI School Board members approved a 2 percent pay
increase, plus a step increase for Waynesville R-VI staff during their May18 board
meeting. They also agreed to fully fund the district’s SOS program and insurance
plan 8.
Board members unanimously supported the salary increase, in part, based on
the savings realized through the district’s insurance program and a very slight
anticipated increase in local tax revenue and state revenue. The increase was
recommended by Waynesville CTA.
“We are delighted and grateful that the Board was able to provide raises for next
year, especially given our declining enrollment situation,” says Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent. “We are fortunate to be able to receive an increase this year.”
Employee salaries account for about 71 percent of the district’s annual operating
budget. The 2 percent pay and step increase will increase the district’s annual
operating expenses by an estimated $1,438,969.
“To put the cost of this pay increase in perspective, this year’s raise is nearly
equal to what we spend annually on all of the district’s building debt for a year,”
says Dr. Chris Berger, assistant superintendent of operational services. “That
does not include operating expenses like utilities and routine maintenance, but it
encompasses all of our lease-purchase payments for all of our buildings for one
year.” The district spends $1.5 million annually – or 2 percent – of its annual
operating budget on debt for all of its buildings.

Waynesville Middle School Club TIGER students presented a tribute Memorial
Day quilt to BG Kent Savre, the commanding general of Fort Leonard Wood,
and CSM Roy Ward, the post’s command sergeant major, earlier this week. The
quilt contains the names of soldiers who gave the ultimate sacrifice for their
country. They were written onto quilt squares by fellow soldiers on Fort Leonard
Wood. Savre shared that the first name he saw on the quilt was a soldier that he
personally knew. More photos and information about the quilt appear on page 2.

To remember the fallen on this
Memorial Day, Waynesville Middle
School Club TIGER students
created and presented a tribute
Memorial Day quilt to Fort Leonard Wood leaders. The
students went to the post and asked soldiers to sign the
names of their fellow soldiers who have given the ultimate
sacrifice while fighting for their country. The Patch it Up
Club, led by Katrine Nielsen, an AmeriCorps member,
spearheaded the efforts with support from Kimberly Williams,
school liaison, and CSM Tyson Goolsby, the FLW Garrison
Command Sergeant Major. Those pictured are CSM Roy
Ward, the post’s command sergeant major, Goolsby, Katrine
Nielsen, Demetria McKinney, a WMDS student and member of
the Patch It Up Club, BG Kent Savre, commanding general of
FLW, and Michele Sumter, principal of WMDS.

Waynesville High School graduates who have spent all
their years in the Wayensville R-VI School District met at
East Elementary, where they enjoyed seeing photos of
themselves and meeting some of their former teachers. At
one point, the current and past teachers lined up on one side
of the library and the seniors on the other. Each line guessed
the names of the individuals on the opposite side of the
room with surprising accuracy.

Wilking named district’s transportation director
Karl Wilking, a lifelong resident
of Pulaski County, has been named
the director of transportation for the
Waynesville R-VI School District,
where he has worked as a physical
education
teacher and
coach for the
past 22 years.
He will begin
his duties July
1.
“We are
pleased to
have a loyal
Tiger taking
over the
Karl Wilking
helm,” says
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent. “Karl
is a hard worker, a good listener and
very family oriented. We know that he
will show great care and concern for

each child getting to and from school
safely every day.”
Dr. Tom Elliott, who is retiring from
the position, is credited with leading
the department through a rapid growth
in student enrollment and the opening
of several new buildings, including
Waynesville High School, Waynesville
Sixth Grade Center, Williams Early
Childhood Center and Freedom
Elementary.
Wilking will oversee a department
that includes more than 70 buses and
105 employees.
“What attracted me to this position
is the ability to be able to lead a very
important piece of the education puzzle
that often gets overshadowed,” Wilking
says. “Transporting children to school
is a very important part to educating our
students. If students are not able to get
to school, we are not able to accomplish

our mission of ‘educating individual
students for 21st century challenges.’”
Recognized as one of the best in
the state, Waynesville’s transportation
department routinely scores highly on
state inspections. More importantly,
the drivers are often noted for their
professionalism while transporting
students locally and abroad.
“As a coach, I would ride to games
with my football and basketball teams
and receive compliments about how
well our drivers presented themselves,”
Wilking says, adding that he looks
forward to carrying on the traditions
of excellence established by the
department.
Wilking has a bachelor’s degree
in physical education and a master’s
degree in educational administration
from Missouri State University.

How to apply for a
foundation grant
for 2015-16 year
The Waynesville R-VI School
District Foundation is taking grant
applications for the 2015-16 School
Year. For a grant application form,
go to http://www.waynesville.k12.
mo.us/Domain/1225
If you have a project that needs
under $500 in grant funds and will
directly benefit students, please
take a moment to complete an
application for foundation funds.
The funds will be awarded at the
start of the 2015-16 year and must
be used before May 1, 2016.
Applications are due June 30.
Previous grant recipients include
Clarissa Guffey, Christina Sheriff,
Raquel DeSouza, Stephanie
Murray, Renee Perrine and
Waynesville Middle School.

It’s was 1977 when the WHS Tigers last won the baseball district championship.

WHS basetball takes 1st in district
For the second time in school history and
the first time since 1977, the Waynesville
Tigers won the Baseball District
Championship.
Coming into the tournament as the #5
seed, they had an uphill battle to fight. On
Saturday the team jumped out early, beating
#4 Hillcrest 11-1. On Monday the team came
from behind in the 7th inning down 1-2
against #1 Lebanon to win 4-3. And finally,
in the district championship the players

battled back and beat #2 Willard 5-4.
“We were down 0-4 headed to the last
inning,” says Coach Scott Turner. “As a
matter of fact we were down to our last
strike when Justen Leifer came through with
a bases loaded clearing double that put us
ahead.”
Up next is #2 state ranked and defending
state champs Columbia Rock Bridge. The
game will be take place there at 6 p.m.
Tuesday, May 26.

Waynesville Schools host Tiger ‘citizen’ marathon

Waynesville R-VI fifth and sixth grade students ran the last mile
of their Tiger “citizen” marathon with special guests on May 14,
ending at Security Bank of Pulaski County in St. Robert.
To qualify for this program, each student must read 26 books,
perform 26 acts of kindness, and walk or run 25 miles and keep a
journal (in photo at bottom right).
The citizen marathon emphasizes the importance of reading and
being a good citizen and most of all, the importance of physical
activity.
Qualifying students run the 26th mile together on the road like
a marathon. A special thanks goes to Security Bank for providing
water for the participants.
This year’s special guests were Col. Andrew Herbset, the
Fort Leonard Wood Garrison commander; Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent (both in photo at right); and Lonnie Krantz, the
district’s winner of the mileage club, who logged more than 1,013
miles this year (left, below).

Right, the start of
the final mile of the
Tiger marathon.

Tennis team ends
2nd in districts

The Waynesville High
School Boys Tennis Team
took second in districts this
year, finishing to Springfield
Central, 0-8.
This is the team’s second
2nd place finish in two years.
Before 2013, the next district
placement goes back to 1987.
“The Tigers put up a great fight despite what the score
reflects and played some of their best tennis yet,” says Coach
Kayla Wilson. “Although our goal was to take first at districts,
the boys have worked so hard this season and have made such
great improvements. ... We’ve had such a fun season and the
boys have built a strong brotherhood over the past couples
months,” says Wilson, who is pictured above with Dr. Brian
Henry, superintendent.

WHS Girls Track takes 1st

The Waynesville Girls Track
Team took first place at districts
and the boys took second.
The girls scored in all 18 events to
win with a total of 140 points to
finish ahead of Kickapoo’s 126.
“We knew going in that the girls
were going to have a chance to win
the title if everyone did their job,”
says Coach Mike Rawlings. “Not
only did the sectional qualifiers do their job, but so did the rest of
the team.”
“We had a good idea that Ariel (Okorie), Breanne (Duprie) and
Megan (Craven) were going to get through to next weekend going
into the meet. Ariel set a school record of 18’9 3/4” in the long
jump, which is currently the longest jump in the state this season.”
Duprie cleared 5’4” in the high jump for the second time this
season, which is the 3rd highest jump in Class 5 for the state. The 4
x 200 relay had their best time of the season. A total of 13 girls and
7 boys qualified to run at sectionals at Blue Springs.

District Track Results

1st place
Ariel Okorie Long Jump 18’ 9 3/4” (New School Record)
100 Hurdles 15.17 (pictured above)
300 Hurdles 47.29
The Waynesville Girls Soccer team took second place in
district competition on Wednesday night in Springfield.

Dad returns from Afghanistan,
sees daughter play soccer

Col. Erik
Anderson of the
3rd Chemical
Brigade will
go the distance
to get to see
his daughter,
Emily, play
soccer for
Waynesville
High School.
It took him four days of travel and after several delays,
Anderson finally made it back from Afghanistan for mid-tour
leave on Monday evening – just in time to see the last few
minutes, both overtimes, and the shootout for the district semifinal.
“It was a pretty emotional reunion with Emily on the field
after the game,” Anderson says. “Since I left in January I didn’t
think I’d get to see her play at all her senior year, so I feel very
blessed to be able to see her play a bit.”
Anderson was in the stands for the district final, where the
team finished second and will be in the stands tonight to watch
his daughter graduate.
Following his break, Anderson will return to Afghanistan,
where he serves as the Executive Officer for the Afghan
Ministry of Defense Advisory Team, Resolute Support

Megan Craven High Jump 5’4”
Girls 4 x 200 Relay 1:47.40 Breanne Duprie, Nya Dorsey, Megan
Craven, Jasmine Smith
Kain Youman 400 meter dash 51.47
These students all qualified to move on to sectionals next week
2nd place
Breanne Duprie 300 hurdles
Megan Craven triple jump
Najim Udchachon 1600 meter run
Paul McKnight 100 meter dash
Nigel Farmer 110 hurdles
Nigel Farmer triple jump
3rd place
Girls 4 x 800 relay Aminah Mujahid, Kelsie Herrmann, Katie
Handley, Alaixces Bartley
Ariel Okorie high jump
Brianna Williams Discus
James Blake 200 meter dash
Najim Udchachon 3200 meter run
Nigel Farmer 300 hurdles
Jason Patrick triple jump
David Hawk pole vault
4th place
Breanne Duprie 200 meter dash
Janae Taylor 400 meter dash
Kiara Dinkens 100 hurdles
James Blake 100 meter dash

Wood 3rd graders
create science show

Laura Day’s 3rd grade class at Wood
Elementary took on a science-related
project, designed to combine their
science standard lesson on the states
of matter and their informational/
expository writing standard for ELA.
First, the students were introduced to
the differences of a solid, a liquid and
a gas. They researched online to find
an experiment that revolved around the
combination of one, two or all three of
these states of matter.

Then they were to create a script for
their very own science show segment.
To understand what this might look like,
Day’s class watched a short Bill Nye the
Science Guy video to see how he puts
together his experiment segments.
Once the students put together
their rough draft skit, Robin Woolsey,
technology integration specialist, guided
the class on the use of iPad photography
and video apps.
They practiced their skits and

East Elementary first graders in Joyce
Wren’s class recently completed a
STEM problem-based learning unit.
After reading the book, “Muncha!
Muncha! Muncha!”, by Candace
Fleming, the students learned that
bunnies were getting into Mr.
McGreeley’s garden. Students
were challenged to design and build
something to keep the bunnies out, but
still allow the garden to grow in fresh
air and sunlight.
This challenge was a collaborative
process. Students followed the steps of
an engineering design loop by:

1. Stating the problem
2. Generating ideas
3. Selecting a solution
4. Building the item
5. Testing and evaluating the
design
6. Presenting the results
Additional teachers who helped
were Marjorie Rogers (technology
specialist), Leanne Halbrook
(instructional coach) and Gail
Forsyth (science coach). According
to the students, the building was the
best part. They learned that “keeping
bunnies out of a garden is really tough.”

replayed the videos to see what kind of
revisions they might need to make for
their final segment.
During the fine tuning of each
segment, students added in creative
commercials and combed everything
together for a final video on iMovie.
The final project will be called “Mrs.
Day’s Science Show” video.
“This is a fantastic project to end a
wonderful year!” Day says.

First graders create ways to keep bunnies out of gardens

Parents attended a presentation about
the project and there are no more
bunnies in Mr. McGreeley’s garden!

