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Breakfast,
lunch prices
to increase

WHS seniors
engage in
day of service

Waynesville High School seniors
spent Tuesday, April 28, doing
community service, including
spending time with pets at the city’s
animal shelter (top) and raking leaves
in the Waynesville city park (above).

About 125 Waynesville High School
seniors engaged in a day of community
service on Tuesday, April 28, in
Waynesville.
“The city was thrilled to host the
WHS Senior Day,” says Waynesville
Mayor Luge Hardman. “The work
the kids do is amazing and helps the
community so much. Best wishes to the
class of 2015.”
Seniors helped at the animal
shelter, raked leaves and cleaned the
Waynesville cemetery, raked leaves in
the park, swept parking lots, picked up
trash, worked at Good Samaritan of the
Ozarks and more. Kiwanis also were
involved in the day by grilling food for
the seniors, but some seniors opted to
Continued on page 2

The Waynesville R-VI Board of
Education approved a 5-cent lunch
increase for high school students and a
10-cent lunch increase for K-8 students.
The reduced breakfast price will
remain 30 cents at every school and the
reduced lunch will remain 40 cents at
every school.
“We did not have an increase last
year in breakfast or lunch prices, but we
have to this year, due to the increased
cost of groceries,” says Deanna House,
director of food services.
The new prices are as follows:
Breakfast
Lunch
High School
$1.30
$2.15
Middle School $1.30
$1.95
Elementary
$1.30
$1.95
Adult
$2.10
$2.65

		Reduced
		
Breakfast
All schools
.30

Reduced
Lunch
.40

Band, choir
concerts set

May 7 (Thursday) - Waynesville
Choir Festival - WHS Theatre - 6 p.m.
- Concert featuring Waynesville District
Elementary Honor Choirs, Middle
School Advanced Choir and WHS
Chamber Choir
May 11 (Monday) - Waynesville
Beginning Band and Intermediate Band
Concert - Parker Hall - 6 p.m.
Continued on page 2

Upcoming dates
Prom, graduation, last day
of school, summer school

Prom will be held Saturday, May 2,
from 9 p.m. to midnight at Nutter Field
House on Fort Leonard Wood
Graduation will be held Friday, at
7:30 p.m. at Tiger Stadium, weather
permitting.
The final day of school for students in
grades kindergarten through 11th grade
will be Wednesday, May 27, with no
late start and an early dismissal.
Summer School dates are June 1-26.
On April 23, the JROTC Tiger Battalion honored
its seniors on the red carpet, recognizing
each for their outstanding accomplishments.
In addition, battalion officers for the 2015-16
school year were announced. They are as
follows: Eloria (Nica) Burch - battalion S-1;
Oliver Pagel - battalion S-2; Isaiah (Hunter)
Ball - battalion executive officer; Timothy
Hutchings - battalion S-4; Niya Moon - battalion
commander; Jonathan Bogart - battalion S-6;
Ashley Wolfe - battalion S-3; Alexander Shick company commander; Konner Delk - company
commander; Celeste Montijo - battalion
operations sergeant major; and Steven Berrios
- battalion command sergeant major. At right,
with hands together in a symbol of unity, Kelsie
Blink, the outgoing cadet commander, and Niya
Moon, the incoming cadet commander, cut the
cake at the end of the award’s ceremony.

Concerts

Continued from page 1

May 12 (Tuesday) - Thayer Spring
Chorus Concert - Thayer Elementary
Gym - 6:30 p.m.
May 13 (Wednesday) - Middle
School Choir Concert - WHS Theatre
- 7 p.m. - featuring Middle School
Advanced Choir, Seventh Grade Choir
and Eighth Grade Choir
May 14 (Thursday) - WHS Band
Concert - WHS Theatre - 6 p.m. Concert featuring WHS Jazz Band and
Concert Band
May 17 (Sunday) - WHS Choir
Concert - WHS Theatre - 3 p.m. featuring WHS Men’s, Women’s,
Concert and Chamber Choirs

WHS seniors hauled away excess dirt
and cleaned the parking lot at the park.

Senior service
Continued from page 1

keep working at their job site so they
could complete the projects. Others
continued after lunch even though they
were given the opportuity to stop for the
day.
“I am so proud of our students and
all that they accomplished,” says WHS

Principal Courtney Long. “When they
look back on this day, I hope they
remember the collective difference
they made. I also hope they continue
to do individual service in whatever
community they call home in the
future.”
The day of service was initiated so

that all juniors could take the ACT in
an appropriate test-taking atmosphere
at the high school. Other seniors job
shadowed for the day.
A special thank you goes to the City
of Waynesville, Bruce Harrill, Good
Samaritan and the Kiwanis for making
the day possible.

Praise Corner

Happy School Lunch Hero Day to
all our food service staff. Thanks
for serving breakfast and lunch with
a side of awesome sauce!!!!!

– Deanna House
director of food services

Voter survey shows
need for education
CTA hosted its annual retirement banquet on April 24 at the Waynesville Career
Center with the following attending: Tom Elliott, Sherry Struckhoff, Linda
Scheidemantel, Becky O’Riley and Rick Vernon. The Waynesville R-VI Board of
Education also has accepted the following retirements: David Alexander, Maureen
Anderson, John Bowen, Norma Bradford, Maureen Darby, John Forsyth, Scott
Hildenbrandt, Sandy Lazano, Alex Neuman, Denise Pare, Tina Shelden, Kathy
Tallant and Tina Woody.

Author of ‘Holes’
writes to Thayer
4th graders

After reading his book, 13 fourth
graders at Thayer Elementary
wrote letters to Louis Sachar, the
author of “Holes.”
Students told the Texas author
how much they enjoyed reading
the book, and he wrote back to
them – even letting them know
about his brief cameo appearance
in the movie, “Holes.” Sachar also
included a brief synopsis of his
latest book, “Fuzzy Mud.”
The Thayer students’s teachers
are Simona Moffet and Shauna
Darley. Jennifer Crawford, a parent
volunteer for fourth grade reading
groups, mailed the letters to Sachar,
along with a letter from her – a
portion of which is included below:
“I am the parent volunteer for the
4th grade reading groups at Thayer
Elementary. Our public school is on
a military base in Missouri and most
of the students move every one to two
years because of their parents’ military
obligations. The students certainly
can relate to being an outsider and
to demonstrating resiliency in tough
circumstances (though nothing as tough
as Mr. Sir or the Warden!). We have

spent one or two days each week during
January and February reading “Holes”
out loud, asking questions and sharing
ideas.
Our class has written letters to you
to share some of their ideas and to ask
some questions about “Holes” and your
writing process. Few had made the
connection that you write the Wayside
School series; they devour those books,
as well.”

About 12 percent of the district
frequent voters responded to the
district’s March survey.
From the information provided
by voting patrons, the following
observations have been made:
• The majority of respondents gave
the district a grade of “C” or higher
with the highest number of grades given
in the “B” and then “A” category.
• Less than half of the district’s voters
know that local revenue is the smallest
funding stream (20%) and state/federal
funding is roughly equal at 40% each.
• Less than half know that the
district’s tax levy is the lowest allowed
by law in the State of
Local tax
Missouri.
revenue
• Less than one-third
accounts
of voters know that
for
the local tax levy is a
about
20%
factor in determining
of the
the amount of Federal
district’s
Impact Aid the district
receives for military
funding
impacted students.
Based on these observations, the
district will incorporate the following
steps into the Comprehensive School
Improvement Plan:
• Enhance the distribution of
informational materials to parents and
grandparents at schools.
• Engage parents and community
members to visit school facilities and
provide information regarding district
operations.
• Continue communication efforts to
improve voter perception of the school
district.
• Significantly increase the amount
of information that reaches patrons
regarding how our district is funded.
For additional, detailed information
about the survey results, please see Dr.
Brian Henry’s monthly staff newsletter.

Both preschool and high school students are learning new lessons in Tiger Preschool this
spring. Tiger Preschool is a preschool run by Waynesville High School students who are
enrolled in the child development II class. The preschool applies the high school students’
knowledge of the characteristics of play and developmental growth of 3-, 4- and 5-year-old
children as they plan and prepare lessons for the preschoolers. Tiger Preschool covers math,
science, language, handwriting, music, art, cutting and physical education. This year more
technology, including the use of iPads, has been added into the lesson plans.

Winter athletes recognized
The winter sports teams grade
point averages on a 4.0 scale wer:
Boys Basketball –3.14
Girls Basketball –3.27
Cheerleading – 3.33
Wrestling –3.0
For the second year in a row,
Juwan Morgan has been named the
Ozark Conference MVP
The following athletes have been
named to All State:
Sean Sax – Wrestling
Todd Angel – Wrestling
David Hawk – Wrestling

Brandon Fancher – Wrestling
Juwan Morgan –Missouri
Basketball Coaches Association
Kallie Bildner – Missouri
Basketball Coaches Association
The following were named to
the Academic All Conference
Team having earned a GPA of 3.85
or higher: Kallie Bildner, Kellsie
Herrmann, Jon Lowe, Austin
Bogle, MacKenzie Cunningham,
Meredith McNeil, Ashley Boone,
Alexis Gaono, Jennifer Trigg, Sarah
Wiseman and Alysia Amato.

Samara Beasley has signed with Missouri Southern State
University to cheer for the Lions. Pictured are Stacy
Beasley, father; Micah Beasley, sister; Samara Beasley;
Lori Beasley, mother; and Shauna Smith, WHS cheer
coach.

Okorie breaks her own school record at meet
The Lady Tigers brought home
1st place in the Large School
division of the SBU Bearcat
Classic Track & Field Meet. The
track meet was attended by 48
high schools. The Lady Tigers
finished just ahead of Sedalia
Smith-Cotton.
Medalists for the Lady Tigers

1st place
100 hurdles Ariel Okorie (new record)
300 hurdles Ariel Okorie
Long Jump Ariel Okorie
3rd place
Discus Brianna Williams
Steeplechase Selena Hedgepath

4 x 200 relay Breanne Duprie, Nya
Dorsey, Jasmine Smith, Megan Craven
4th place
High Jump Megan Craven
5th place
300 hurdles Breanne Duprie
400 meter Breanne Duprie

Medalists for the Tigers:

1st place
1600 Najim Udchachon
3rd place
3200 Najim Udchachon
4 x 200 relay James Blake, Rashon
Pickett, Cainan Smith, Kain Youman
4th place
110 hurdles Nigel Farmer
High Jump Jason Patrick

5th place
400 meter Kan Youman

Meet highlights:
Okorie broke her own
school record (14.78) in the
100 hurdles with a time of
14.48 and scored a 30 of a
possible 30 points on the day.
David Hawk broke his
own school record in the
javelin with a throw of 137-6
1/2. Okorie won the javelin
Ariel Okorie broke her own
with toss of 103 feet. The
javelin is a non-team scoring school record and scored a
30 of a possible 30 points.
event this year.

Freedom
creates games
from recycled
materials

Students at Freedom
Elementary hosted an indoor
recess, featuring games
designed and built by the
students using recycled
materials.
Freedom students created games from recycled
Amber Johnson, Freedom’s materials for a unique indoor recess.
library media specialist,
partnered with Jenifer Munoz, special
basketball, foosball, pinball and
education teacher, to lead the latter’s
robotics.
class – consisting of 3rd through 5th
“It was an awesome experience
grade students – in a recycling project
for our students to be able to show off
to serve as an educational, fun and
their creativity, while learning how to
creative activity just before Spring
become critical thinkers, innovators
Break. The project was designed to
and collaborators,” Johnson says. “My
engage the students in the planning
favorite part of the project was when the
process for an indoor recess game.
students voted to pick one student from
Each student was given play money for
their homeroom classroom to be their
project supplies and “purchased” their
guest for an hour in the library. Their
recycled materials in the library - which
guest got to watch their commercial and
had been transformed into a “store” - as
play the games that the students created.
an exercise in budgeting. Upon project
This was a very powerful and touching
completion, each student made an
experience for them to show off their
iMovie commercial to advertise his or
talents!“
her new game.
To learn more about how to organize
In late April, each of Munoz’s
your own recycling event or about
students invited a classmate to
recycling programs in the district,
participate in their big event, which
please contact Allison Woerner in the
closely resembled an arcade. Attendees
Waynesville VISTA office at (573) 842watched the students’ commercials,
2651 or AWoerner@waynesville.k12.
played their games and enjoyed an ice
mo.us.
cream snack. Games included bowling,

Left, Brian Fields serves during the Waynesville
tennis tournament. Middle, also at the April 25
event, Fields and his doubles partner, Ricky Petitt,
exchange high fives after winning an important
point. Right, Steven Berrios returns the ball during
the tourney. Just before their Osage match on April
30, the tennis team recognized 11 seniors during
senior night: Kyle Roberts, John Parker, David Lund,
Ricky Petitt, Jakob Miller, Brent Hudson, Cezar
Roman, Alex Munoz, Ethan Dietz, Tristan Gallego
and Hector Cruz.

WCC students
produce video
to promote
Snack in a Pack

Waynesville Career Center students
in Tim Wallace’s TV Journalism class
collaborated with AmeriCorps VISTA
to develop a promotional video for the
Snack in a Pack program.
Students were given the opportunity
to practice their interviewing, filming
and editing skills to create a final
product for a “client” while highlighting
the program’s local impact and the
importance of community involvement
in its sustainability.
Snack in a Pack (SIAP) provides
meal packs to children in the
Waynesville R-VI School District
who do not have enough to eat over
weekends and long school breaks. The
program is truly a community effort,
relying on the generosity of donors and
volunteers who contribute their time and
energy to the alleviation of poverty.
AmeriCorps VISTA member Ashney
Randle, the SIAP coordinator, illustrates
the program’s impact in the video with
this message: “…[Snack in a Pack]
helps the children because the children
are able to focus more in school; they
don’t have to worry about starving over
the weekends. Their parents have that
extra help that they need to get them
through and not have to worry.”
Students volunteered to take on key
roles in the video’s production.
Brandi King, the video’s student
editor from Dixon, Mo., says, “ Snack
in a Pack was my first [community]
project… Mr. Wallace said he didn’t
have an editor yet, and I genuinely love
editing, so I volunteered to do it.”
The video will air over Tiger TV to
raise awareness of the Snack in a Pack
program and will serve as a promotional
resource. The dedication and passion
exhibited by the students involved in
this project is evidence of their embrace
of the Waynesville #TigerWay.
To learn more about Snack in a Pack
and how you can get involved, contact
VISTA member Ashney Randle at (573)
842-2651 or email spack@waynesville.
k12.mo.us.

