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Listening post set for March 2

Employees are strongly encouraged to attend FLW event
Every employee, their family
members and friends are encouraged
to volunteer to attend the Listening
Post with Army leadership from 5:30
to 7 p.m. Monday, March 2, at Nutter
Fieldhouse on Fort Leonard Wood.
Employees are encouraged to wear
their school’s shirts or Tiger Pride gear
to the event that is being organized by
the Sustainable Ozarks Partnership.
“The Army is considering education
as one of the single most important
factors during this latest proposed
round of cuts,” says Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent. “We need to have a sea
of orange and black in the audience,
showing our support for Fort Leonard
Wood.”
During this latest round, the U.S.
Army has proposed eliminating
5,400 uniformed and civilian jobs at
Fort Leonard Wood. If enacted, the
Waynesville R-VI School District
would conservatively lose 2,243 of its
students, which would result in a loss of
about 290 positions in the district.
“Our enrollment mimics employment
on Fort Leonard Wood,” Henry says.
“As the county’s second largest
employer, no one stands to lose more
than we do if these latest cuts are
enacted. We have to do everything we
can to demonstrate our support.”
To demonstrate his commitment to
the efforts, Henry has volunteered to
serve as SOP’s current chair.
In April 2013, about 1,200
individuals attended the first listening
post; organizers hope for 3,000 to 5,000
this time.
“An overwhelming support will
impress U.S. Army leaders and make a

positive difference,” Henry says. “And,
every soldier and civilian position saved
equates to students in our classroom.”
During the first Listening Post in
April 2013, the Army was considering
3,900 potential cuts, but, in part, after
seeing the overwhelming support for
Fort Leonard Wood, the cuts were
reduced to about 1,000. Still, the impact
of that initial drawdown – especially the
loss of the 4th MEB – has particularly
been felt at Wood Elementary, where
enrollment is now at 418 from its
enrollment number of 469 on Sept. 2.
Because of Wood Elementary’s
enrollment decline, the Waynesville
R-VI Board of Education is considering
moving Wood Elementary to the nearby
Pick Elementary. During their regular
meeting on Tuesday, board members
will decide if they will continue their
study of that potential move.
Beyond the enrollment trend,
the board will consider that Pick
Elementary offers several advantages
including being a more energy efficient
school. Additionally, Pick was designed

as an elementary school with restrooms
in some of the classrooms; Wood was
originally designed as a junior high.
The district’s overall enrollment also
has declined from 6,132 at the start of
the 2012-13 year to 5,730 as of Feb. 6,
2015.
“Over the past year, most of you have
gotten to know me, and you know that
my focus is on educating students, and
I would not be asking you to come out
if I didn’t think it was critical,” Henry
says.
Fort Leonard Wood is Missouri’s
fifth largest employer. State leaders
will attend the event and the Missouri
Senate will dismiss early that day so
that senators may attend.
“Fort Leonard Wood adds about
$40 billion annually to the economy
and legislators are recognizing how
important Fort Leonard Wood is to the
entire state,” Henry says.
To enter Fort Leonard Wood, adults
must have a photo ID (drivers license),
car insurance and registration.
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Wood Elementary cooks tied for first
for the Kitchen Spirit Award; door
decorations at Wood were outstanding;
WHS football players and cheerleaders
stand inside the balloon helmet; and
several of the individuals who helped
make the day special pose for a photo.

Wood wins Spirit award
Wood, East tie for Kitchen Spirit

Wood Elementary won the Building Spirit
Award and the Kitchen Spirit award was a tie
between Wood and East during the Super Bowl
Healthy Eating and Play 60 promotion within the
Waynesville R-VI School District.
Throughout the district on Feb. 6, classroom
doors were decorated and students participated in
activities to promote the importance of physical
activity and healthy eating around a football theme.
Dressed in their uniforms, Waynesville High School
football players and cheerleaders visited schools,
spreading the message as well.
Wood Elementary was selected for the two
awards for thoroughly embracing the theme and the
enthusiasm shown by its students, staff and faculty.
During an assembly, the Good Choices team played
a football game against the unhealthy choices team;
the winner was healthy choices. The entire staff
at Wood wore their Wood Tiger Football shirts
and the gym was full of cheers and chants for the
healthy choices team. In the cafeteria, students were
delighted to see a giant orange and black helmet
created from balloons. Doors were decorated with
detailed football-themed healthy choice messages
with artwork, stories, and graphs.
East Elementary and Wood’s cooks dressed the

part and encouraged students to make
healthy choices, resulting in a tie for
first.
The competition judges were Cheryl
Vernon, Barb Pritchard and Marti
Bishop.
Varon Martinez
(above) and
Nigel Farmer
(above right)
enjoyed their
visit with
students at
Freedom
Elementary.
At left, East
Elementary
cooks tied
with Wood for
first place in
the Kitchen
Spirit contest.

Students drew pictures of healthy
plates and wrote about healthy
eating.

Pulaski County Rotarians have been passing out dictionaries to third graders in Pulaski County this month. Right, Rotarians
Cheryl Cawley and Danny White hand them out to Partridge Elementary students (left) who immediately began to check out
the dictionaries, which include states, countries, sign language and braille. The dictionaries were donated by the Rotary Club
and Drury University. Students get to keep the dictionaries for themselves.

Chili cook-off
winners named

Glenda Frankenback from East
Elementary has been named the
Waynesville R-VI School District’s
annual chili cook-off winner for 2015.
Her chili, which many believe
included chocolate as its secret
ingredient, took first, followed by
Kim Lucitt of Wood in 2nd place and
Laura Weichert of Waynesville Middle
School in 3rd place.
Each building hosts a chili cook-off
contest with the winners advancing to
the final round at the Administration
Building.
The chili contest judges were Kyle
Pritchard and Dwight Hensley.

WMDS student vs. staff game
The Waynesville Middle School Club TIGER was scheduled to host a student
vs. staff basketball game at 2:30 p.m. today at the middle school.
Sponsored by WMDS Club TIGER, and led by Bayoan Garcia, Waynesville
AmeriCorps member, the game was set up with the 8th grade boys and girls
basketball teams playing for the students. Among those scheduled to play for
the teachers were Dan Kania and Todd Whalen, assistant principals, and Neftali
Perez, guidance counselor. The winner of the trophy will be announced in next
week’s Tiger Tails.
Although fun is a definite must, it is not the only thing the students will be
able to take away from this exciting game. Every team needed at least one team
captain, giving the students the opportunity to learn some leadership skills and
responsibility. The students also needed to learn and understand time management
to take on the staff.
Off the court, the WMDS Student Advisory Council was scheduled to hand
out special Valentines to all staff and students, and concessions were available
for purchase. All proceeds from the concession stand will go toward helping the
Student Government Association.

East first graders learn about animals
Last month, first graders in Mrs.
Snider’s and Mrs. Oxendine’s classes
participated in a four-station lesson
to identify the relationships between
the physical structures of animals and
the function of those structures. The
stations included:

Bird Beaks: Students tried a variety
of tools, representing different kinds of
beaks, to discover why particular beaks
help the birds to get their food.
Reptiles: Students learned about the
different body coverings of a variety of
reptiles, and demonstrated their sizes
by measuring. A
python can be 30
feet long!
Pet or Not?:
Students were
given an animal
card, and were
asked to think of
why this animal
would or would
not make a good
pet. Students had
to consider six

different characteristics of their animal,
draw a conclusion and explain their
decision.
Filter Feeders: Students learned
that baleen whales are filter feeders. To
demonstrate how they get their food,
students used beads in a cup of water,
and filtered out the “food” with a comb.

Partridge 5th graders host
American Revolution Expo

Fifth graders at Partridge Elementary
held an American Revolution Expo
on Feb. 9 during school hours so
other grade levels, faculty, staff and
community members could visit and see
all the displays.
Students had to collect information
from several sources, cite references and
clearly explain why the event or person
the students researched was important
during the American Revolution. They
were graded on mechanics, presentation
and the information that they provided
on their display.
Students chose different ways to
display their information, including
creating a:
Timeline- using Timeliner
Powerpoint-using Microsoft

Powerpoint
iMovie- Using the iMovie
application, they created a video using
the green screen
Research Papers
Diorama-displaying a major event
in the Revolution War
Trifold-providing info and pictures
Posters-using pictures and info
Students self-assessed their project
and assessed
their peers’
projects as well.
This allowed
students to
learn about their
classmates’
perspectives of
each project.

On Wednesday, Feb. 11, students from Waynesville Career Center traveled to
the Missouri State Capitol for Missouri (ACTE) Legislative Day to meet with
Representative Steve Lynch and Senator Dan Brown. The students represented
their career and technical classes and student organizations and thanked the
legislators for supporting career and technical education programs. The students
also asked the legislators for their continued support. Pictured are: Rep. Steve
Lynch, Sherry Struckhoff, Nancy Musice, Jonie Wilson, John Smith, Carrie
Starnes, R.J. Harbison, Jesse Laughlin, Salena Hedgepath, Sophie Rodriquez,
Wynona Doxtader, Savanna Lorentzson, Jon Moore and Irving Martinez.

East students
share their
love of music

East
Elementary first
grade students
presented their
Parent Shares
during music
last week.
Parents and
family members
were invited to
the music rooms
where they
watched their
child take part in
several activities
and songs.
Parents got
to see first hand
the music skills
being assessed
and monitored.
The parents were invited to join their
child in a folk dance, which made for a
special conclusion to a wonderful time
spent together.
Using reflection sheets, the parents
have responded with “I loved it! Kids
were stress-free about the ‘performance’
and had a great time” and “Lovedthe
idea of music share as it shows all
aspects of what they are learning.”
The music teachers at East are Leigh
Schaefferkoetter and Whitney Martin.

East teachers
attend MDC
grant workshop

East Elementary teachers believe
that teaching students to appreciate
the natural resources and beauty of
Missouri will help future generations,
and so they went back to school
themselves to learn more about
conservation.
Several East Elementary teachers
attended the “MDC Discover Nature
Schools” training workshop at Bray
Conservation Area, near Rolla on Jan.
24. Schools who participate in the
program may apply to the Missouri
Department of Conservation for a grant
that will provide funding for children
to learn about the natural resources in

the state of Missouri. The instructor
was Moses Ong, a Missouri Department
of Natural Resources educational
consultant for this region.
The grant will provide instructional
units for K-12 students that include
student books, science notebooks,
teacher guides, instructional outdoor
materials and funding for field
experiences.

East has been a Discover Nature
School since 2012-13, having four
classrooms involved the first year,
eight classrooms in 2013-14 and 14
classrooms this year, 2014-15.
Field experiences have included
Bray Conservation Area, Bennett
Spring State Park, Bridal Cave, Bear
Creek Ranch, Ironcreek Petting Farm, a
working farm and a pumpkin patch.

Partridge artwork
selected for state
holiday cards

For the 9th year Waynesville has hosted the Missouri Commodity Expo for DESE.
This event brought food service directors from 130 school districts. DESE held
a short workshop on the processing procedures and then attendees visited with
36 approved state brokers. Waynesville culinary arts students worked alongside
these brokers, learning how to present foods and about various careers in the
culinary arts including food service carriers, company chefs and sales. The
brokers expressed what a joy it was to work with these young people. A special
thanks to the culinary arts students for making the expo a success.

DeMalade named
student of month

Lauren DeMalade, an eighth grader, has
been named the Waynesville Middle School
Student of the Month for February and was
honored at the Feb. 10 Pulaski County Rotary
Club meeting.
DeMalade, the daughter of William and
Lauren DeMalade is with Rotary Club
Renita DeMalade (both WHS teachers), is
President Don Murray, parents William
an excellent student. She is the publicity
and Renita DeMalade, and Dan Kania,
WMDS assistant principal.
representative for student government and
a member of National Junior Honor Society.
She is also a member of the girls’ volleyball team and advanced choir. She is also
an active member of her church and youth group. DeMalade’s teachers and coaches
describe her as having a positive attitude and being committed to her goals.

Two Partridge Elementary students
had their artwork showcased on state
holiday cards used by the Missouri
Commissioner of Education and the
State Board President.
State Board President Peter
Herschend chose
artwork created by
Dylan Kammer and
Commissioner Chris L.
Nicastro chose artwork
created by by Destiny
Seibel.
Warm wishes for a Merry
Christmas and
a Happy New Year!
Annually, the Commissioner
of
Education and the State Board President
each select a piece of student artwork
to adopt for holiday greeting cards
to send to educators, legislators and
others throughout the state and nation,
electronically.
The holiday greeting cards are
currently on the Department’s website
and can be accessed at:
http://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/
state-board-president-card.pdf and
http://dese.
mo.gov/sites/
default/files/
commissionercard.pdf
Destiny, 4th Grade, Partridge Elementary; Sheryl Lamme, Art Teacher, Waynesville R-VI

Chris L. Nicastro
Missouri Commissioner of Education

