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L.E.A.D. coaches give state presentation
Waynesville Sixth Grade Center’s
L.E.A.D. coaches – Debra Jones, Karla
Lindemann, and Kristin Williams –
gave a presentation entitled Students
L.E.A.D. the Way during the Powerful
Leadership Conference at Tan-Tar-A on
Jan. 27.
“Overall, this conference affirmed
that our district is on the right track
and ahead of many districts in the state
when it comes to forward thinking
and implementing innovative ways to
teach 21st skills through real-world
examples,” Jones says.
The presenters shared how all
Waynesville sixth graders take an active
role in school leadership and decisionmaking through 23 student leadership
(L.E.A.D.) groups, the use of 21st
Century Skills and Stephen Covey’s,
Seven Habits of Highly Effective
People.
“This leadership structure allows
students a ‘voice’ in the school as well
as experience in setting goals, planning,
implementing, reflecting and revising

the process and outcome,” Lindemann
says.
Student leadership groups were
created to meet the needs within the
school. Groups are facilitated by staff
members and meet every Wednesday
for approximately 70 minutes, which
includes a working lunch. Students
are assigned to groups based on their
interest prior to the beginning of the
school year, or upon enrollment.
The presentation outlined:
• development and implementation of
student leadership committees
• the mentoring process of students to
accomplish their group’s mission
• empowerment of students by staff
members to take an active role in
achieving their committee’s goals using
the PLC process
• collaboration with each other and
the L.E.A.D. coaches to plan committee
structures and purposes
• facilitation and collaboration among
students during committee meetings

and functions to accomplish their shortand long-term goals
• ensuring success of the committee,
and the school as a whole, as staff and
students focus on the process and reflect
upon it
Presenters also showed a short film
featuring sixth graders talking about
the L.E.A.D. program. Their quotes
included, “It makes us feel important;”
“It gives us a voice;” “I actually like to
come to school because teachers listen
to kids’ ideas;” and “I feel important,
like I have a real job.”
Following the presentation, several
teachers and administrators from
other districts requested more specific
information about incorporating student
leadership into their school.
“We have had calls from
administrators at Kansas City and
Jefferson City schools wanting to visit
our facility,” Williams says. “The entire
staff here at WSGC continues to work
extremely hard and it feels good to have
other schools want to visit ours.”

Wrestlers win 8th title
WHS wrestlers won their 8th
straight Ozark Conference Title with
12 of the 14 wrestlers finishing in the
top 3 of their weight class.
WHS will host the MSHSAA Class
4 District 3 Wrestling Tournament
tonight and Saturday. Admission
is $5 each day and there will be no
passes or employee ID cards accepted.
Thirteen school districts, including
schools from Kansas City, St. Louis,
Springfield, Columbia and local areas
will compete. The top 4 wrestlers in
each weight class will qualify for the
state tournament. Gates will open at
3:30 p.m. Friday and 9 a.m. Saturday.

Police catch suspect;
student not injured

Waynesville Police apprehended a
suspect in an incident that occurred
Thursday, Feb. 13, on the parking lot at
Waynesville High School.
At approximately 7:30 a.m., a WHS
student returned to her car to retrieve
some items for school. While in the
parking lot, a man approached her on
foot and grabbed her book bag, taking it
away from her. She ran in the opposite
direction from him, while two student
witnesses immediately reported the
incident to authorities, including 911
and WHS Security Officer Dave Jones,
who is also a sheriff’s deputy. The
student was not injured in the incident.
“Our students were very smart and
did exactly what they were supposed
to do,” says WHS Principal Courtney
Long. “She did not fight or argue, but
ran away. The quick actions of the
witnesses and victim aided in police
apprehending the suspect.”
The high school and nearby
Waynesville Career Center secured their
buildings and followed their emergency
procedures.
Waynesville police, with the
assistance of Pulaski County Sheriff’s
deputies, apprehended the suspect at the
end of GW Lane Street. The incident is
under investigation.

WHS student Kate Dooley won 6th place in poetry reading out of the 51
participating students at the Gloria Deo Academy and Missouri State University
speech and debate tournament. Twelve WHS students participated in the
tournament in various events. In total, 21 schools attended this tournament.
Above are the finalists in poetry and at right is Dooley. They are coached by
Charles Davis.

Katie Handley, an 8th grader at Waynesville Middle School, was named the
Student of the Month for January by the Rotary Club of Pulaski County. The
presentation was delayed until February, due to inclement weather days. Handley
is a member of the National Junior Honor Society and the LEAP program. She
is one of four middle school students taking geometry at the high school.
Handley plays the French Horn in advanced band and is a member of the cross
country and basketball teams, as well as a member of the track squad. Handley
is pictured with Keith Pritchard, Rotary president; Dr. Judene Blackburn,
superintendent; Gretchen Puett, her mother; and John Fluhrer, WMDS principal.

School calendar

School will be held on all of the
inclement weather days built into the
calendar: Feb. 14; Feb. 17; March 17
and 18; April 18; and May 27 and 28.
At this time, three days remain for
spring break; the 8th inclement weather
day was a forgiven day.
The School Board will decide on
Tuesday which days may be utilized if
any further make-up days are needed.
For the current calendar, http://www.
waynesville.k12.mo.us/cms/lib07/
MO01910216/Centricity/Shared/
school%20calendar%20revised%20
on%20Jan%208.pdf

Michelle Amato, an 8th grader at Waynesville Middle School, was named the
Student of the Month for February by the Rotary Club of Pulaski County. Amoto
is a member of the National Junior Honor Society and is the All School 1st Vice
President. She plays on the school’s volleyball team, the High Impact Club
volleyball squad and plans to run track this spring. She regularly volunteers in
the office, helping secretaries with various duties and works with new students
to welcome them and help them transition to WMDS. She is pictured with Keith
Pritchard, Rotary president; Dr. Judene Blackburn, superintendent; Akiko and
Peter Amato, her parents; and John Fluhrer, WMDS principal.

I love working here because...

... of the people! My co-workers are a great inspiration to
me! They pick me up when I am feeling down with a joke
or story. Also, they have my back when things are not
going well and to be a sounding board to deal with these
situations. The students and parents I work with also are
a joy. The students grow so much under my guidance
and it is fun to celebrate their little accomplishments! In
addition, I truly love interacting and seeing the results
that can happen when home and school work together to
teach our students. My parents are great taking my guidance and using it at home.
These are the reasons why I love my job!
—Stephanie J. Westphall

... what we do makes a difference….
our hard work touches the future and
changes the course of student’s lives.
—Dr. Kim Hawk
... having grown up near here, it was a
bit like ‘coming home.’ The staff and
administration are very supportive and
embrace innovative ways of reaching
our students. The pay is good!
—Anonymous

Students learn to think like an artist

Partridge students in grades kindergarten
through fifth created a massive mural
(a portion of it is pictured at left) to
demonstrate their understanding of what it
means to “think like an artist.”
“Creating art requires the use of skills that
go far above and beyond the processes and
techniques for making a piece of artwork,”
says Sheryl Lamme, art teacher. “When
students are asked to think the way that
artists do, they learn to notice deeply and
pay attention to everyday things. They make
connections between unrelated subjects
and a situation. Students gain experience
in flexible thinking and consider multiple
points of view. They learn to persevere,
to take risks, to dream and imagine new
possibilities.”

Students at Waynesville Middle School sing Happy Birthday to Lawanna Rayford.

Courtwarming was held Friday, Feb. 7, at Waynesville High School with Hannah
Bland being crowned the courtwarming queen between the JV and varsity games.
Bland was escorted by Dob and Brittany Matlock, her basketball coach.

Nickie McKinnon leads the home
crowd in a cheer.

Take the survey, please!

District surveys are open for certified and classified staff to complete. The surveys
will remain open through Friday, Feb. 28.
“We really want every single employee to tell us what they think,” says Dr. Judene
Blackburn, superintendent.
Several years ago, the district sent out multiple surveys throughout the year. Staff
expressed concern about the frequency, number and their interruption so one combined
survey was developed.
“This year we even shortened the survey by several questions so it should take just
15 minutes to complete,” Blackburn says.
Once you start the survey you must complete it; there is no way to save it and return
to it. The survey is anonymous and all comments are read and reviewed by district
administrators.
Thank you in advance for completing these surveys. To take the survey, go to http://
www.waynesville.k12.mo.us//Domain/979. You must then log in for the survey link to
be available to you.

Partridge Elementary School hosted E Company, 1/48 Infantry for a community
project. Drills sergeants and cadre of company E volunteered their time during
cycle break to participate in activities with the kindergarten to 5th grade
students. Soldiers worked with students in reading, math, science, art, music
and physical education. The students loved and were excited to have soldiers
lead them in daily activities. The school staff gave the soldiers a huge pot-luck
luncheon and got to know them during the meal. In the afternoon SGT Villacis
had his promotion ceremony to staff sergeant in front of his wife, along with the
Partridge staff and 430 students. It is a ceremony he and the students will long
remember. Partridge students and staff thank all the soldiers of Company E, 1/48
for spending the day at Partridge.

Youth Dodge
Ball tourney set
for March 28
The Waynesville R-VI School
District’s Snack in a Pack program
will host the 2014 Youth Dodge Ball
Tournament on Saturday, March 28, at
Waynesville High School.
The Youth Dodge Ball Tournament is
open to students in grades 6 through 12.
Teams consist of six to 10 players.
Registration forms ($10 per person)
are available at each school and through
Club TIGER.
During the tournament, costumes are
encouraged but not required.
The tournament’s goal is to raise
funds for the Snack in a Pack program.
Snack in a Pack serves more than 200
students over the weekends and during
holiday breaks. The program provides
nutritious food for effective learning
while encouraging and motivating
students to do well in school. For
more information, please contact the
Waynesville VISTA Office at 573-8422651.

East Elementary conducted
a science experiment called
“Floating Letters.” Students went
through the scientific method to
find out what would happen when
Skittles and M&M's are dropped
into water. The conclusion was
that the letter will lift off and float
to the top of the water because it
does not dissolve like the candy
coating does.

