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Thayer students engaged in bringing story to life

It’s late, very late. Thayer Elementary
fifth graders huddle together inside
the museum long after its closing,
wondering what the strange, eerie sound
coming from behind the walls inside the
U.S. Army Engineer Museum on Fort
Leonard Wood could be.
But they aren’t scared.
They’re the writers, set designers,
stars, directors and producers of their
own iMovie and the eerie noise is all in
their imaginations.
With students hovered around Legos,
computers and iPads, it may not look
like it at first, but these Language Arts
students are working on their learning
standards, setting the scenes for their
characters and revising their work.
What once proved to be a challenging
unit for fifth graders now evokes joy
for both Raquel DeSouza and her
students at Thayer Elementary, where
she is using the Legos Story Start
Classroom Pack this year. A grant from
the Waynesville R-VI School District
Foundation paid for the classroom set

Above and below at left, fifth graders created sets for their iMovies from Legos.

and DeSouza’s students are reaping the
benefits.
“Once I saw online how engaged
students were with the Legos story
starter kits, I wanted to try them with
my students,” DeSouza says. “I want
my students to love to write and
to love to read. Building the sets
for their stories helps students
visualize what they are thinking
and motivates them to revise their
work.”
Instead of complaining about
having to do something over
again, students actively advocate
for changes to their work, saying,
“Can we add this to the story? This
doesn’t make sense when you look

at the scene; this character should be
saying …”
At the project’s start, students were
placed into teams who first had to
decide whether their setting would be an
overnight museum stay or an overnight
camping trip. To encourage students
to exercise their creativity, DeSouza
read a story that modeled the dialog,
the use of metaphors and similes and
the other criteria she expected of her
students. Next, she required students to
consider situational questions as they
wrote a story about their overnight
adventure such as: What is making that
eerie sound? Is it dangerous? Are there
animals nearby?
Continued on page 2

District football action at Tiger Stadium on Friday
The Waynesville Tigers will take on the Battle Spartans Friday night at Tiger Stadium at 7 p.m. Admission for the game is $5
for everyone 6 years and older. This event is a MSHSAA district game – Waynesville staff and family passes – along with the
reserved orange seating – are not accepted for this contest. Gates will open at 5:45 p.m. Please come out and cheer on the Tigers
and dress warmly! Temperatures are expected to dip between 5 and 9 p.m. on Friday.

To show their support of being united against bullying,
Partridge Elementary students participated in a Unity Walk.

Story to life

WHS student wins state foreign
language essay contest
Continued from page 1

Fifth grade imaginations took over from there with students
collaborating to produce a character-rich story. Once written,
character conversations were summarized and put into comicstrip style scenes and adhered to poster boards. Next, came the
really fun part: producing a movie of their story. Students built
“movie” sets from the Legos and recorded the dialog between
their characters and finally produced an iMovie – bringing
their story to life on the screen.
“Our story starts with a group of students going on a field
trip,” says Adan, a fifth grader at Thayer. “At the beginning,
we are outside at a park, but eventually we go inside the Post
museum.”
After nightfall when the students have all fallen asleep, the
eerie noise begins.
“In our story, a faulty motherboard is making the noise and
we have to find it and fix it before it destroys the museum,”
says Isaiah, a fifth grader at Thayer.
Regardless of the setting or story line they have chosen,
all students agree how much more fun the project is with the
hands-on activities.
“It would be boring without the Legos,” says Troy, a fifth
grader at Thayer. “Building the sets makes it seem more real.”
As he takes a break from finding just the right combination of
sound effects for an upcoming scene, Jacob adds “Editing and
making an iMovie is fun.”
Through this one project, multiple standards such as
establishing a situation, introducing characters, organizing
events, using transitional words and details, and creating
a conclusion are being tackled simultaneously – all while
incorporating technology.
“Their enthusiasm for revision is amazing,” DeSouza says.
“Because they are playing and animating, they are learning
when they should remove a scene or when they should add or
change what is being said. They are all 100 percent engaged.”
When she applied for the foundation’s grant, DeSouza stated
that her goal is for her students “to not only enjoy writing, but
also be able to visualize their writing. Reading skills will be
utilized to a whole new level of engagement.”
Mission accomplished. Both the students and the teacher are
the heroes of this story.

Waynesville High School student Resha Swanson was selected
as the winner of an essay contest by the Foreign Language
Association of Missouri (FLAM) .
Swanson’s essay was chosen as best representing the theme
of this year’s annual conference, “Connections Across Borders:
Communication, Collaboration and Innovation.”
Swanson and her teacher, Amaris Breton, were recognized at
FLAM’s annual fall conference in Kansas City on Oct. 18. In
her essay, Swanson writes, “Imagine how connected we could be
if we didn’t just limit ourselves to the finite possibilities of one
language. Society, no longer barred by a language barrier, becomes
intertwined. People become connected and an unbreakable bond of
empathy is cultivated.”
To read Swanson’s winning essay in its entirety, please visit the
FLAM website: http://www.flamnet.org/#!awards/cvwy.

Second
graders
at Thayer
Elementary
decorated
pumpkins
like their
favorite book
characters,
including a
shark, The
Ugly Pumpkin
and Hello Kitty.

Comedy Night
Nov. 7 at WMDS

Wanna laugh? A lot? If so, come out to
Comedy Night at 6 p.m. Friday, Nov. 7, at
the Parker Fine Arts Building located on the
Waynesville Middle School campus.
Students in 6th through 8th grades who are members of
Waynesville Middle School’s Drama Club will perform for
about 45 minutes.
“We have been asked to perform since we added the drama
club as one of the options in the after school Club TIGER
program three years ago,” says Michael Housel, who teaches
drama, choir and band at WMDS. “We chose to do comedy for
our debut because we wanted to show audiences what we can
do and we hope to grow from this experience.”
They also hope to lift the spirits of audience members of all
ages in this family friendly show.
“When the students are on stage, they are most comfortable
with making people laugh and helping them forget about their
problems for awhile,” Housel says.
Admission will not be charged; however, concessions will
be sold. All proceeds will be used toward the jazz band’s trip to
Disney World this spring.

Families at Thayer Elementary participated in student-led
parent teacher conferences on Oct. 23 and 24.

Tigers use coins to fight
hunger, help Snack in Pack

Waynesville students participated in a district-wide Coin War
Challenge. Classrooms competed against each other by collecting
loose change in support of Snack in a Pack. A total of $99.97 was
raised during the weeklong challenge helping to feed more than 25
Waynesville R-VI School District students this weekend.
Classes at Thayer
Elementary led the Tiger
pack with a collective
donation of $60.25. In
the individual classroom
division, Thayer
Elementary represented
the two highest coin
collections. Kathy
Gan’s kindergarten
class snagged first place
with $17.72 in change
collected. Taking second 1st Place team in Coin War Challenge.
place was June Sitton’s
third grade class with
$17.49 in coins collected.
Snack in a Pack
currently serves more
than 300 Waynesville
R-VI School District
students. The program
aims to feed hungry kids,
2nd Place team in Coin War Challenge.
to grow minds and to
provide every student
the opportunity to achieve. By gaining access to adequate food,
students and teachers are able to focus on educational success and
achievement without being distracted by hunger.
The 3rd Annual Adult Dodge Brawl tournament will begin with
registration at 8 a.m. this Saturday at Waynesville High School to
raise additional funds for Snack in a Pack.

Volunteers work on ‘Make a Difference Day’

In recognition of the largest national day of volunteer
community service, Waynesville AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps
VISTA partnered with the City of Waynesville and the non-profit
organization S.A.L.T. 180 for a combination of service projects
celebrating “Make a Difference Day.”
On Saturday, Oct. 25, AmeriCorps VISTA members painted
the spring wall in Roy McLaughlin Memorial Park to remove
graffiti in support of the City of Waynesville’s anti-vandalism
efforts.
AmeriCorps volunteers offered aesthetic maintenance services
to the New Wonders S.A.L.T. 180 facility in St. Robert and
manpower support for the organization’s fundraising yard sale
in Waynesville. S.A.L.T. 180 serves local, at-risk adults as they
navigate the complexities of substance abuse recovery.
All three events were extremely successful, involving 34
volunteers who generously contributed a combined total of 139
service hours. Those involved truly lived up to the #TigerWay
while making a much appreciated difference.

District soccer champs; Tigers break records
By Nelson Morgan
Records are a funny thing.
Sometimes they sit around for years
without being challenged. And
sometimes they fall in bunches. Well,
bunches of them fell Tuesday night
as the top-seeded Tigers destroyed
host Parkview 11-1 to open the Class
4 District 9 Soccer Tournament at
Kennedy Stadium.
Junior forwards Caleb Rodriguez and
Chase Holden rewrote two of the most
cherished marks in soccer with new
standards in goals scored and assists.
Holden had four goals and three assists
to push his assist total to 15 for the
season. That is one better than Brandon
Lamar totaled during his senior fall in
2004.

Rodriguez set three individual
records in his 7 goal, 1 assist outing.
The 7 goals in one game broke the
mark of 6 set by Shane Jewett against
Camdenton in last year’s district. The
seven goals gave him a season total
of 32 and sent him past Jason Foster’s
single-season best of 31 in 1997. And
the 15 points (2 per goal, 1 per assist)
he amassed moved him past Foster’s
single season record of 69 in that
category. Rodriguez now has 75 points
this season. The Tigers also set a team
mark for goals in a game with their 11.
Eight times previously they had scored
10 goals in a single game.
On Thursday, Waynesville set another
record – by winning the district title
against Springfield Central 1 to 0 with

Junior forwards Chase Holden and
Caleb Rodriguez.

the single goal by Rodriguez to advance
to the state tournament. This is the
first district title for the Tigers in the
program’s 26 years – and that’s a record
everyone is celebrating. On Tuesday the
Tigers will face Kickapoo in the state
tournament

Black Team takes 1st at Raider meet

Cross Country Sectional qualifiers
include Najim Udchachon, Kellsie
Herrmann and Alaixces Bartley. Not
pictured: Nick Victor.

4 qualify for cross
country sectionals

The Waynesville Cross Country team
competed in the Class 4 District 5 meet
hosted by Camdenton in Ha Ha Tonka
State Park. In order to advance to the
Sectional meet, runners must place in
the top 30 as an individual or in the top
four as a team. Advancing for the boys
team are Najim Udchachon (Sr) and
Nick Victor (So). Advancing for the girls
are Kellsie Herrmann (Sr) and Alaixces
Bartley (Fr). The boys and girls teams
both finished 7th place out of 12 district
teams.
“I am proud of the entire team ... we
are in a competitive district and to make
it out to sectionals is an accomplishment
in itself,” says Coach Nicole Jarman.
The sectional meet is Saturday, Nov.1.

The Waynesville High School JROTC Raiders earned another narrow 1st
place victory at Wentworth last week. The Black Team battled it out all day with
Leavenworth and for the second time this fall came out with a 1-point victory.
Congratulations to Mason Michels who ran with the Black Team for the first time and
team Capt. Salenna Hedgepath, who moved from the Orange Team to the Black Team.
The Raiders took 1st place in three events and second place in four events. This
Raider meet also awards the top three individual APFT awards and Hedgepath was the
high female yesterday at 364 and freshmen Alex Wortley was high male at 347. Danie
Medina was third in the female category with 330+. The Raiders go to Nationals on
Nov. 6-9 with an undefeated fall season.
Thank you again to the parents who provided great support. Mrs. Secules, Mrs. Fry
and Mr. Simpkins provided energy drinks and fruit to the Raiders and a special thanks
to Mrs. Bogart who was thoughtful and generous enough to bring a huge cooler of
drinks and bananas, despite her son not traveling due to sickness. Thank you parents!!
On to nationals!
Drill competition season starts in November at Branson.

WMDS Club TIGER and JS2S recently partnered for a Tiger Tailgate before the
8th grade football game. Students and staff came together for food, fun, and
festivities and to welcome new students to the district. Everyone enjoyed hot
dogs, face and hair painting, and outdoor games behind Waynesville Middle
School. A special thanks goes to all who were involved.

