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School Board
opposes
Amendment 3

The Waynesville R-VI School Board
of Education has unanimously passed
the following resolution opposing
Amendment 3:
RESOLUTION ON AMENDMENT
3, Waynesville R-VI Board of Education
WHEREAS, Amendment 3 on the
November ballot is a state mandate
that shifts local control for educational
decisions away from parents, teachers,
administrators and school boards; and
WHEREAS, Amendment 3 is a poorly
drafted and deeply flawed proposal that
has many unintended consequences
for teachers, administrators and school
boards; and
WHEREAS, Amendment 3 would
prevent school boards from hiring,
promoting, compensating or dismissing
teachers in accordance with board
policy; and
WHEREAS, Amendment 3 would
force taxpayers to pay for additional
standardized tests at a time when our
public schools remain significantly
underfunded by the state; and
WHEREAS, Amendment 3 significantly
changes teacher evaluations away from
a tool to improve teacher performance;
Therefore be it RESOLVED, the
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education
on this 15th day of September, 2014,
hereby opposes Amendment 3 on the
November ballot.

Middle school students enjoy breakfast in the gym in a relaxed, social setting
prior to the start of school.

Middle schoolers receive free breakfast
Waynesville Middle School began
serving free breakfast before school
to all students on Oct. 14 and plans
to continue to do so throughout this
academic year.
“Nearly 230 students participated
on the first morning, but we are hoping
to hit 400 as the semester continues,”
says Deanna House, director of food
services.
The breakfasts are
designed to be “grab and
go” in the hallway leading
to the main gym. There
are no trays – so it’s quick
and easy for students to
get their breakfast and join
their friends in the gym.
“We have designed
this to be a social time to
encourage students to eat
breakfast and enjoy their
friends in the gym,” says
WMDS Principal Michele
Sumter. “It’s a relaxing
time and helps prepare

students for their school day.”
Each student receives three breakfast
items: a whole grain entrée (such as
pancakes, waffles, muffins, sausage
biscuit, etc.), milk and either a piece of
fruit or 100% juice, or both.
“Eating a nutritious breakfast helps
with classroom attention,” House says.
“We have found that students in our
district who eat breakfast
have fewer trips to the
nurse, their number of
tardies is reduced and their
learning improves.”
As a result of this
expansion into middle
school, the district now
offers free breakfast for
all students in grades
kindergarten through 8th
except those at Thayer
Elementary. Free breakfast
becomes available when
enough students qualify for
free and reduced lunch at a
school.

Team gives
football to
Vernon

To commemorate his final home
game of the regular season, Head
Coach Rick Vernon received a
football signed by all of the team’s
players just before the Oct. 10
kickoff. Vernon will retire from
coaching after 33 years as the Head
Football Coach this year.
Throughout the years, Vernon’s favorite year of coaching was 2003 – when his son
Brent was playing center, his son Brian was an assistant coach and his wife Cheryl was
coaching the cheerleaders. Another highlight was in 2007, when the Waynesville Tigers
took first in Class 5 in the State of Missouri. A highly regarded and yet humble coach,
Vernon was named to the Missouri Football Coach Association’s Hall of Fame in 2006
and was named the Coach of the Year over a four-state region in 2008.
Representing the 2014 team were Willie Parker, Quarterback Varon Martinez, Nigel
Farmer and William Finch.

Partridge
hosts
‘Super
Session’

Partridge Elementary
hosted the second “Super
Session” with Dr. Brian
Henry, superintendent,
Sheryl Lamme, Jeanie Wade and Jennifer Vandergrift
before school on Friday,
visit with Dr. Brian Henry after the “Super Session.”
Oct. 17, with nearly all
of the teachers and staff present.
Henry praised Partridge for their:
• collaboration with each other and
sharing new ideas
• positive staff transitions with new
teachers and new principal
• Use of technology throughout
the building; teachers are creating
technology-rich units; fourth graders
are learning leadership and technology
skills; fifth graders are producing
Animoto videos that help teach math
objectives
• Love of Reading campaign for
encouraging students to read things
they enjoy; many students made their Dr. Henry learns about the world’s largest
AR goals for the quarter
snake in Susan Westfall’s class.
• good parental involvement in Title
I meeting and curriculum nights
• implementation of Student Capable
• consistent implementation of
Learners, who are tracking their own
positive behavior
goals and progress in reading and math

School district
to help host
Special Olympics
More than 1,800 athletes and
coaches, along with family and friends
from across Missouri will converge on
Waynesville and Fort Leonard Wood
March 27-29, 2015, for the Special
Olympics Missouri State Indoor Games.
This is the first time a Special
Olympics Missouri state event will be
held in Waynesville and the post since
the 2006 Fall Sports Classic.
“It is an honor to be back at Fort
Leonard Wood and bring two of our
largest sports, bowling and basketball,”
said Trish Lutz, senior director of
programs. “While we have not held a
state competition at the Fort since 2006,
our area program has continued to host
events there yearly. Our athletes have
been asking for years to go back to Fort
Leonard Wood for a state competition.
They love the feeling of excitement
the on-base volunteers, especially the
soldiers, bring to the event.
“We are also looking forward to
growing the relationship with the
Waynesville School District as they
will be hosting part of the basketball
competition.”
Basketball and bowling are featured
in the State Indoor Games, which is a
new addition to the Special Olympics
Missouri competition schedule for
2015. Competitions will include
traditional games, Unified Sports®
(bringing together athletes with and
without disabilities), team skills and
individual skills.
Volunteer opportunities include
fundraising, meal planning, special
event planning, setup and more. For
more information on volunteering,
contact Mandi Steward Ballinger at
Ballinger@somo.org.
For more information on the
competition, contact Trish Lutz at
Lutz@somo.org.
Special Olympics Missouri is a
year-round program of sports training
and athletic competition for children
and adults with intellectual disabilities.
More than 17,000 athletes participate in
21 Olympic-type sports throughout the
state.

Slaughter Field to be
closed for 9 months

Freedom to collect
socks for Socktober

“SOCKTOBER” has arrived in the Waynesville R-VI
School District. This month, Freedom Elementary students
had the opportunity to truly embrace the community-minded
spirit of the Tiger Way. “SOCKTOBER” is a nationwide
homelessness awareness movement started by Internet
personality, Kid President, that collects donations of socks
for those in need.
Freedom Elementary has accepted the challenge to prove
that even the smallest acts of kindness, like donating a pair
of socks, can make a big difference in the lives of homeless
community members. On Wednesday, Oct. 15, Freedom
students wore their “crazy” socks to kick off the month-long
drive.
All sock donations will be given to local community
shelters and organizations in support of homelessness.

Slaughter Field, including the track that surrounds it at
Waynesville Middle School, will be closed to the public starting in
early November and will continue through July 2015 as permanent
repairs are made to the facility.
“We apologize for the inconvenience,” says Dr. Brian Henry,
superintendent of Waynesville schools. “The community uses
this track extensively and we recognize that this project will be
especially challenging because of the length of time the track will
be closed.”
After the devastating
flood of August 2013,
temporary patches were
applied to the track’s
surface so that the facility
could be used for the fall
sports season.
“Now that our fall
season is over, it’s time to Slaughter Field during the 2013 flood.
make lasting repairs,” says
Dr. Chris Berger, assistant superintendent of operational services.
Mid America Golf & Landscape will complete the work, which
includes some demolition, installing a curb and trench drain and
re-surfacing the entire track. The multi-step process includes
leveling and preparing the surface for asphalt. Once the asphalt
cures for at least 30 days, the track’s surface, which requires
an additional 18 days to cure, can then be applied. Finally, the
striping will be applied.
“With winter weather delays and curing days, it will seem as if
no progress is being made at times, but those days are built into the
schedule,” Berger says. “Rest assured, we will open the track just
as soon as it is safe to do so. No one wants the facilities to be open
more than we do.”

Praise
corner

This week’s Praise Corner
features a tip from Brianna, a
student at Partridge Elementary. who
writes (see original at right) how to
walk your dog, noting that first you
will need a dog, a leash and collar.
1. If your dog scratches the door
take it for a walk.
2. Don’t take him/her for a walk if
its raining. But let him/her out to go
potty.
3. If you see your dog at the glass
door let him/her in.
4. If your leash snaps get a new one.
5. You have to clean up after your
dog after a week.

Mike Freeman of Sellers Sexton
presented the first quarter Project
Teach award to Alicia Harrison, ELL
teacher at Partridge Elementary. Her
project was Ka-Boom! What do you
do when you’re stuck in a storm?! Her
third grade ELL students took on a
mission to become weather watchers
in action. Working together, they
answered questions like “How do
weather changes impact safety?” “How
can we predict and monitor changes in
weather?” “How can we ensure safety
during sudden weather changes?”

It’s a
Stampede!

Waynesville’s fourth, fifth and
sixth graders participated
in the annual Stampede in
the Park – a run through
Waynesville’s Park. The
following students took first,
second and third places,
respectively, in their grade;
fourth grade boys: Faheem
Mujahid, Jakoby Sorensen
and Randy Lamountain;
fourth grade girls: Andrea
Simmons, Madeline Lock
and Khylur McDougle; fifth grade boys: Blake Heisinger, Jacob Feth and Gabriel Sorensen; fifth grade girls: Ta’ Niya Latson;
Charity Dustin and Maya Parson; sixth grade boys: Almanzo Martin, John Eley and Hunter Taylor; and sixth grade girls:
Nasareth Henderson, Jasmine Boyd and Kieyera Kolbow.

Dr. Brian Henry presents David
Tritten from the Bank of Iberia with
a certificate of appreciation for
providing the popular mini footballs
that cheerleaders toss into the
crowds at varsity football games.

On Oct. 16 ESL families from across the district
joined together at Waynesville Park for a Fall Festival.
Families ate dinner and participated in fun fall activities
such as games, face painting, corn haul and many
more! The event was a success and families were
surveyed to see how the district can better meet the
needs of our ESL students across the district. A special
thanks goes to the families who attended and the hard
work of the ESL teachers who made the event possible.

Wood Elementary hosted a
student achievement assembly
to celebrate the first quarter’s
end. Students performed a sound
effects play set in a forest.

Getting some air time

Waynesville finished second in the district
volleyball tournament falling to Willard, 25-20,
35-33. Kallie Bildner (above, left) finished with
25 kills in the two-game match and led in blocks
(7) and digs (9). Ariel Okorie (above, right) also
added to the team’s success. “Although we
lost, we had a 20-win season, won a couple
of tournaments, and finished second to a
very good volleyball team. I am proud to be a
Waynesville Tiger,” says Coach Holly Davidson.

