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Dodge Brawl raises $3,500
for Snack in a Pack
On Saturday, Nov. 1, more than
$3,500 was raised for the Waynesville
R-VI School District’s Snack in a Pack
program during the 3rd Annual Adult
Dodge Brawl tournament in the high
school gym.
This year’s double-elimination dodge
ball competition saw a 28-team turnout –
the highest since the event’s inception in
2012. All proceeds from the tournament,
totaling more than $3,500, will help
support the Snack in a Pack program
for the 2014-15 school year. Currently,
the program provides food on weekends
and holidays to 314 students at a cost of
$1,300 per week.
The “’96 Chicago Bulls” from the
554th Engineer Battalion Captain’s
Career Course 006-14 class rallied to win
the 1st place traveling trophy in a thrilling
final matchup against the defending

champions, the “Mid-MO Hit
Squad,” who took 2nd place.
The “Sharp Shooters” rounded
out the competition in 3rd Place.
Cpt. Charles Robitaille, who
led the “’96 Chicago Bulls” to
victory, said of the day, “the
event embodied the spirit of
our class… supporting hunger
efforts and getting out there and
being part of the community.”
Adding of their win, “There’s a
new sheriff in town.”
The Pulaski Young Marines opened
the tournament with the Presentation of
Colors and Pledge of Allegiance, and
the Waynesville JROTC Regulation
Rifle Drill Team preformed at halftime.
Also at halftime, the pastel ensembles
worn by “The MisFits” ignited the
crowd’s enthusiasm and the audience
cast a collective verbal vote declaring
them the Best Dressed Team.
Students from the Engineer Army
Leadership Course (ALC) 001-15 class
donated their time to serve as referees.
Tonya Laird, who won this year’s 50/50
raffle drawing, donated her winnings
back to the Snack in a Pack program.
Children in costume received gift bags
of sweets while face-painting stations
entertained them during gameplay.
More than 440 participants - to
include teams, volunteers, spectators
and event staff – took part in this year’s
Adult Dodge Brawl Tournament. In
all, the competition proved to be an
impressive amassing of community
members living up to the #TigerWay.
Fundraising efforts like Adult Dodge
Brawl are ever more important as the
holiday season approaches. To learn
more about Adult Dodge Brawl, how
to donate to Snack in a Pack and/

Dodge Brawl photos by Michelle
Mallard, AmeriCorps member

or how to get involved, please contact
Sherry Kotara at (573) 842-2651 or
email spack@waynesville.k12.mo.us.
To receive a payroll deduction form for
Snack in a Pack, contact Marianne Ward
at mward@waynesville.k12.mo.us.

Photography Club students capture trophies

Waynesville Middle School Club
TIGER students recently entered their
photos into the MWR Taste of the Arts
Living Color Art Show on Fort Leonard
Wood. All students received a certificate
and those placing highest also received
a trophy.
Students who won a trophy were
Kimberly McClanahan, Xavier Neal,
Abby McHugh, Cristian Cuevas and
Kylie Bassett.
Each week the students are taught
to capture different activities, such as
sports, still life and candid photos.
“We at Club TIGER are so proud of
our students and all of their hard work!
So many times they give up being
part of the fun to be able to capture
the fun, and it is great to see their
skills being recognized!” says Debbie
Kleinholz,WMDS Club TIGER site
coordinator.
The WMDS Club TIGER
Photography Club is under the direction
of AmeriCorps Member Michelle
Mallard.

WMDS
students
captured
several
trophies
during the
MWR Taste
of the Arts
Living Color
Art Show
on Fort
Leonard
Wood.

Waynesville’s FFA
chapter receives
highest rating

Magazine photos
inspire students to
find another voice
Raquel DeSouza has been giving
voice lessons to her fifth graders at
Thayer Elementary, but her students
are not singing in the traditional sense
– they are learning to write in the voice
of someone who has been featured in
National Geographic.
After they select a National
Geographic image, students use Venn
diagrams to determine their similarities
and differences with the individual
in the photograph. Next, the students
imagine themselves as the individual
in the photograph and write a story in
that voice.
‘This is such a great way to teach
similarities and differences, along
with voice,” DeSouza says. “Students
not only learn to write a thoughtprovoking piece, but also learn about
different cultures and how culture
influences one’s voice.”
And, regardless of the voice, that’s
sweet music to DeSouza.

Using a
National
Geographic
photograph
as their
inspiration,
Thayer fifth
graders learned
to write in a
new voice
-- that of the
individual
photographed.

The fifth graders are pictured next to
the photograph that inspired them.

The 87th National FFA Convention
concluded on Nov. 1 in Louisville, Ky.,
with a record attendance of 64,409
members, parents and guests.
The National FFA membership
for the last year also was a record of
610,240 FFA members.
The Waynesville Career Center’s
FFA chapter received the 3-star rating –
the highest rating awarded.
FFA members participated in
leadership workshops and the Career
Show/Expo which was home to more
than 450 exhibitors. Missouri FFA
members attended nine energetic
sessions where they heard great
speakers (Nick Vujicic, Donnie Smith,
Jeff Simmons, Jane Herlong), were
entertained by the National FFA Chorus
and Band, and watched as the national
awards were handed out. They also
participated in National Day of Service
activities in and around Louisville.

Athletic Director Josh Scott; Coach Gary Shultz; Head Coach Mike
Rawlings; Dorsey Newcomb, vice president of the R-VI Board of
Education; WHS Principal Courtney Long, Coach Charlotte Ray,
Travis Huggard, dad; Coach Patrick Knipe; Ariel Okorie; Dr. LeRoy
Fulmer, president of the R-VI Board of Education; Selina Huggard,
mom; and Dr. Brian Henry, district superintendent.

Okorie receives Aldo
Sebben Award

Stats about
Ariel Okorie
2014
State

Ariel Okorie, a junior at Waynesville High School,
3rd Long Jump
5th 300m Hurdles
was presented the Aldo Sebben Award on Wednesday,
6th 100m Hurdles
Nov. 5, by Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent of
Sectional
Waynesville Schools, with coaches, family, school
1st 100m Hurdles
board members and school leaders present.
1st 300m Hurdles
2nd Long Jump
“We decided to surprise her at school on a random
District
day to add to the excitement and to acknowledge
1st 100m Hurdles
the prestige of this award,” says Head Coach Mike
3rd 300m Hurdles
Rawlings. “Her mom told her to dress up for an
4th Long Jump
Ozark Conference
interview, but she had no idea what was really
happening until Dr. Henry presented the award to her.” 1st 100m Hurdles
1st 300m Hurdles
Okorie, who participates in the decathlon, has gone
1st Long Jump
to state both her freshman and sophomore years.
2nd High Jump
School Record
In addition, this last June, Okorie was at Indiana
100m Hurdles 14.78
University for the USA Track and Field Youth Girls
Heptathlon for 15 and 16-year-olds and came out on
2013
top with 4,123 total points. She also competed at the
State
Junior Olympic Trials for the USATF National Junior
6th 100m Hurdles
Olympic Track and Field Championships July 21-27 at
Turner Stadium in Humble, Texas. In addition to the 10 individual events
in track and field, Okorie also plays on the WHS volleyball team.
“This award is actually based on her track performance as a
sophomore,” Rawlings says. “Her junior season starts this spring and I
can’t wait to see how she does this year.”
Athletes are selected to receive the Sebben award for outstanding track
performances by the Southwest Missouri cross country and track coaches.
Sebben was a highly regarded football, track and cross country coach and
athletics director at Southwest Missouri State University from 1952-82.
The award has been given out
for more than 30 years to a boy
and a girl in Class 1, 2, 3 and 4 in
both cross country and track and
field. The award is voted on by all
head track and field coaches in the
southwest Missouri area.

Top, Goalie Jon Moore Jr. kicks the ball away from
the goal. The Tigers held the Kickapoo Chiefs to 1
goal. Above, Caleb Rodriguez maneuvers around
an opponent.

Soccer season is best ever

After being the first team to win district, the
Waynesville Boys Soccer Team finished their season
in sectional play on Tuesday, with a loss to Kickapoo.
Head Coach Mike Armstrong had this to say about
the year, “What a great run its been. We may have
lost 1-0 to the Chiefs, but we accomplished so much
for our program this year. We knew going into the
game that they were a really good team. I thought we
matched up with them well, and holding them to only
one goal was pretty impressive.
“We had our chances and two of them were so
close. The Tigers played hard, played fair and played
together. The seniors will be missed, but the memories
will last forever. It was a great game to be a part of
and a great season. We hope Kickapoo goes all the
way to the finals.”

Softball All Conference

Several Waynesville softball players were named to
the All Conference teams, including the following:
1st Team All Conference
All District 1st Team
Emily Lucitt – Infield
Emily Lucitt
Jordan Kane – Outfield
Diamond Thomas
Diamond Thomas – Pitcher
Cierra Parker
Jordan Kane
2nd Team All Conference
Katelynn Miller
CJ Parker – Infield
Deyza Mason – Outfield
All District 2nd Team
Morgan Loggins - Catcher
Morgan Loggins
Honorable Mention All
Conference
Katelynn Miller - Utility

Barb Melton presented the check to
Coach Rick Vernon, Smith Cade and
Waynesville Mayor Luge Hardman.

Class of ‘89
donates funds to
Cade Scholarship

The Class of 1989 donated $270 to
the Derringer Cade Scholarship fund,
marking the 24th year of his passing.
Cade was a star player, an all-state
athlete, a school leader and an allaround good guy. He played collegiate
football for Truman State in Kirksville
against Southwest Baptist, when he
went down on the sidelines with less
than five minutes left in the game.
CPR efforts were unsuccessful and the
college junior passed away from a heart
condition, complicated by undiagnosed
diabetes.
Class members annually raise funds
to keep the scholarship fund going.

The Tigers ended their run for the
state title on Friday, despite this
catch that resulted in a touchdown
by Nigel Farmer (left). At right, Head
Coach Rick Vernon is pictured at his
final coin toss as WHS head football
coach.

At Freedom
Elementary,
Torrey
McCall took
first place in
the pumpkin
book
character
contest by
turning her
pumpkin
into the
Rainbow
Fish, one of
her favorite
characters.

Waynesville’s Community Teachers Association received the American
Education Award for the district-wide outstanding participation in the American
Education week and the month of November. Points were awarded for things
such as teachers having children’s work displayed in the hallway, the week being
mentioned in newsletters or on marquees and hosting Family Feast days that
invite parents to come to school.

Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, and several community leaders attended the
quarterly lunch hosted by Maj. Gen. Leslie Smith, commanding general (CG)
of the U.S. Army Maneuver Support Center of Excellence, Fort Leonard Wood.
Following the CG’s Quarterly Community Leaders Luncheon, the group toured
Stem Village, the MP School’s state-of-the-art training facility that is used to train
Army and Marine military police in a variety of courses. They also met with Brig.
Gen. Mark Spindler, commandant of the Military Police School, and Brig. Gen.
Maria Gervais, commandant of the Chemical, Biological, Nuclear and Radiological
School.

