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FFA, DECA to
collect canned food

The Waynesville FFA and DECA
chapters will collect canned food
(weather permitting) during Christmas
on the Square on Thursday, Dec. 5.
The public is invited to drop off their
donations for the Good Samaritan
of the Ozarks from 6 to 9 p.m. in
downtown Waynesville.
One of the goals of the Waynesville
FFA Chapter and the National
FFA Organization is to help local
communities fight hunger and food
insecurities.
This is the second year that
Waynesville FFA and DECA have
teamed up to promote a canned food
drive at Christmas on the Square. Last
year the students collected more than
3,000 cans for the food pantry. Students
will build a “Christmas tree” made
of canned food items and serve hot
chocolate during the event.

WHS seeks info on
Class of 2013 grads

Waynesville High School would like
to know what the graduates of the Class
of 2013 are doing this winter.
If you know any 2013 WHS
graduates and know if they are enrolled
in college, technical school, the military
or in the work force, please contact
Kenneth Lewis at 573-842-2400 ext.
2413 or Angie Pilz at ext. 2416.
If you also know what they
are studying in college or where
specifically they are working, please
share this information as well.
You may also email your information
to any of the following addresses:
whstracker@waynesville.k12.mo.us,
klewis@waynesville.k12.mo.us, and
apilz@waynesville.k12.mo.us

Angel Yoakum, Regina F. Taylor, Darinka Spaw, Nancy Watts, Antiqua Hunter;
second row, Saralice Campbell, Ricky Dull, John Rose, Darlene Starner and Andre
Frazier. Not pictured: Cathy Dull and Lori Crabtree.

Wood receives Promising Practices award
Wood Elementary staff and students
received the 2013 Promising Practices
in Character Education Award for their
outstanding character practice during
the 20th National Forum on Character
Education in Washington, D.C.
Darinka Spaw and Darlene Starner
went to Washington to the Character
Ed Plus Conference to accept the 2013
Promising Practice award for Wood
Elementary. The award recognized
the SHINE Service Team that was
instrumental in raising funds during
the holiday to supply seven families
with meals during last year’s Christmas
break. The SHINE Team also arranged
for toy donations so every student at
Wood and some other Waynesville
students received a gift from Santa.
The team worked hard to collect, shop
and deliver everything last December.
The SHINE Team is a committee at
Wood Elementary dedicated to teaching
moral practices to upper elementary
students. Throughout the school year,

this team of students reaches out to
other students and families in the
community through other servicerelated projects.
Worldwide, more than 500 schools
applied for the recognition with
286 schools being awarded. The
Character Education Partnership (CEP)
recognizes schools for implementing
unique, specific and effective
character education strategies among
schools, districts, and youth-serving
organizations from across the United
States as well as from Canada, China,
India, Mexico and New Zealand.
“These best practices offer educators
and others working with young people
practical ways to develop empathy,
conflict resolution skills and good
citizenship,” said Lara Maupin, program
director. “CEP is excited about being
able to recognize these educators and
share their work with others around the
world.”

Native
American
Dance demo
Early Childhood Special
Education, PACE preschool
and the Parents as Teachers
at Williams Early Childhood
Center enjoyed a Native
American dance presentation
given by Tony Flores and
his father Albert Flores of
Lebanon, Missouri.
This father-son duo has been performing dance
demonstrations for more than 30 years. Those in
attendance heard stories about traditional dance
and the animals honored in the dance.
Tony Flores, dressed in full regalia, was quite an
impressive sight for the young students.
Albert Flores explained the significance of the
beading, feathers and symbols, which ornamented
the traditional dress.
The presentation ended with a birthday dance in
which students were able to join in the dance.
Assisting with the presentation by providing a
sound system with microphone was George Cobb,
also known as DJ Whitenoise.

Season starts with Tip Off Party
A Tip Off Party introduced the 2013-14 Waynesville Boys
Basketball Team on Nov. 21 and raised more than $3,000 to
help with the team’s meals during their away games.
In addition to the current team, players from the 1951
Waynesville Tigers State Championship Team attended the
event, along with members of the 1985 Final Four Team and
their coach.
About 200 people attended the event at the Waynesville
Career Center.

Lily Borcherding, a kindergartner
at Thayer, was named the Artist of
the Week by Artsonia and received
a certificate for $50 in art supplies
to Dick Blick Art Materials for her
“American Flag” hand print artwork.
Mrs. Akery, Thayer art teacher, also
received $100 from Artsonia to spend
in art supplies at Dick Blick Art
Materials. Artsonia is an online kids’
art museum.

Thayer Fourth Grade
students learned
about the branches
of government and
Missouri history
while touring the
Supreme Court of
Missouri, Governor’s
Mansion, Capitol
Building and Runge
Conservation Center
on Nov. 19.

AmeriCorps/VISTA positions
available at Waynesville schools

The Waynesville R-VI School
District’s Community Resource Office
is now hiring AmeriCorps and VISTA
Members for the 2013-14 school year.
Interviews are taking place
immediately for several positions,
including the assistant director.
Assistant Director
Under the direction of the
AmeriCorps Program Director, the
AmeriCorps Assistant Director performs
duties essential to maintain AmeriCorps
grant requirements, including member
supervision and support, reporting,
and compliance. He or she also serves
as surrogate in the program director’s
absence. A bachelor’s degree and
management experience is preferred.
Waynesville AmeriCorps Members
Waynesville AmeriCorps Members
would serve for the remainder of the
school year at the Waynesville R-VI
School District, working alongside
teachers to provide reading and
mathematics tutoring to K-8 students
who are struggling academically. They
also facilitate the Club TIGER afterschool program, directing club activities

and providing homework assistance
to students. In return for their service,
AmeriCorps members receive a
monthly living allowance of $1,348 and
an end-of-service education award of
$1,468.
Waynesville VISTA Members
Waynesville VISTA Members
commit to serve full-time for one
year (12 months) at the Waynesville
R-VI School District or a nonprofit
community agency, working behind
the scenes to develop, execute and
sustain community and school-based
programs. In return for their service,
Members receive a $928 monthly living
allowance and $5,550 end-of-service
education award, in addition to one year
of noncompetitive status for a federal
government job, health care, and other
benefits.
More information
For more information about
either program, please visit https://
my.americorps.gov/mp/login.do or
contact Carla Davel at (573) 528-5330
or cdavel@waynesville.k12.mo.us.

6th graders
collect food
for community
The Community Outreach LEAD
committee at the Waynesville Sixth
Grade Center hosted a food drive from
Oct. 9-Nov. 8.
“It makes me feel good to help
people that don’t have much food,”
says Landon Cunningham, a student at
WSGC.
Community Outreach committee
members made posters and hung them
throughout the building, decorated
collection boxes and collected the
nonperishable foods, which were
brought to school by WSGC students.
With 23 students in the group and
food sitting around, “the room may
look chaotic but these students are busy
taking care of keeping the end in mind,”
says teacher Marcie Gladden.
Outreach students also learned from
Joellen Dean, an AmeriCorps member,
how to make up oatmeal packets. “We
made packets for people, complete with
directions, so they can make two meals
per packet,” Cunningham says.
Students from Mrs. Adam’s class
collected the most non-perishable items
and were rewarded with a popcorn
party for the entire class. The Black
Cohort Team won the spirit trophy. All
items collected were donated to the
Good Samaritan of the Ozarks.

2nd graders build alligators, write programs for them
Second graders in Toye O’Brien’s
class at East Elementary constructed
alligators using Legos WeDO
Construction Kits and wrote computer
programs to open and close their
mouths during an advanced learner
enrichment activity.
I-STEM provided the kits and
I-STEM coaches Kym McCall and Tina
Turner collaborated with Mrs. O’Brien
throughout the project.
Students began the project by
gathering background knowledge
about crocodiles and alligators and
their habitat through research. Then
students were divided into 2-3 person
teams and given a Lego construction kit
from which to construct their alligator.
Teams had to work together, problem
solve, and communicate effectively to
successfully build the alligator. After
the alligator was constructed, each team
was tasked with building a computer
program that would enable the alligator
to open and close its mouth. This
simulation recreated the movement of
the alligator’s mouth while eating its
prey on an average temperature day.
Once the initial program was
completed, students reviewed the

information about habitat and
temperatures.
Students wrote two more
programs to demonstrate
the alligator’s movement
at extremely low and high
temperatures. Students
showed how temperature
affects the movement of the
alligator and its habitat. Each
program had appropriate
background scenery with
correlating temperatures
displayed to properly
reflect the movement of the
alligator’s mouth at that
temperature.
During the final stage of
the project, participants were
able to self-assess and provide
feedback to their peers. Mastery
and understanding of the key
concepts were demonstrated
by the successful construction of
the alligator, the completion of three
programs demonstrating changes
in movement as a result of three
extreme changes in temperature and
written responses to several follow up
questions.

When asked about the activity,
students voted unanimously to
participate in similar ones.

LEAPing Legos advance to tourney
On Dec. 8, the LEAPing Legos – a
new team from the Waynesville Sixth
Grade Center – will participate in the
Championship First Lego League (FLL)
Tournament in St. Louis.
The LEAPing Legos earned the
right to go to the championship
event by winning the coveted Robot
Design Award on Saturday, Nov. 16,
at the Qualifying Tournament held at
Camdenton High School, beating out 23
other teams for that honor.
Worldwide, more than 200,000
children from 70+ countries participate
annually in the FLL robotics program
for students ages 9 to 14. This
competition is designed to get children
excited about science and technology
– and teach them valuable employment
and life skills. Teams design their own
solution to a current scientific question
or problem and build autonomous
LEGO robots that perform a series of
missions.

Given the 2013 FLL
theme of “Nature’s Fury,” the
LEAPing Legos team focused
on Waynesville’s recent
flooding. After consulting
with Mayor Luge Hardman
and various experts, they
developed a design for a
rescue boat with improved
stability and survivability in
flood conditions. They also
designed and programmed
their own Lego-based robot
– The Croaker – which
performed spectacularly on the course
set up at the Camdenton Competition.
The team’s efforts were made
possible using equipment purchased by
an I-STEM-21 (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) grant.
The I-STEM-21 Project also provided
logistical support and provided the
LEAPing Legos team the opportunity
to participate in Waynesville’s STEM
EXPO held in October.

This year’s team members include
Clayton Bassett, Wyatt Cutsinger,
Kyrien Edwards, Dale Kammer,
Cheyenne Levengood, Gracie
O’Donnell, David Parker, Austin
Shrum, Anna Simmons and Trevor
Tronstad. This year’s coaches and
mentors are MAJ John Dempsey (PE,
Canadian Army), Laura Laughlin,
Barrett Parker, Sarah Parker and
Stephanie Stokes.

Mike Freeman of Sellers-Sexton
presented a check for $1,000 to
Athletic Director Josh Scott and
Coach Rick Vernon, representing $25
for every touchdown scored during
the varsity football season.

In November, schools (including Wood
Elementary where these photos were taken)
hosted Family Feasts, inviting families to
have a Thanksgiving meal with their child. A
special thanks to all the kitchen teams for their
extraordinary efforts to provide the extra meals
and help make this a special day for families.

WHS students named Academic All Conference Athletes
Waynesville High School students
were named Academic All Conference
Athletes for the fall. The minimum
GPA for All Conference is 3.85; and
for honorable mention, 3.5. Students
also must earn a varsity letter and be in
grades 10, 11 or 12.
FOOTBALL
ALL CONFERENCE – James
Congdon, Jackson Haedt
HONORABLE MENTION – Varon
Martinez, Hunter Sadler, Matt Howell,
William Finch, Seth Hedrick
SOCCER
ALL CONFERENCE – Hunter Ball,
Jason Brodeur, Jarrod Parker
HONORABLE MENTION – Riley
King, Tremayne Watterson, Robert
Bruns
SOFTBALL
ALL CONFERENCE – Katelynn
Miller, Jordan Kane, Marena Coonrod,
Izzy Switzer
HONORABLE MENTION – Jessica
Kane, Alexa Ochoa

VOLLEYBALL
ALL CONFERENCE – Alyssa Arnold,
Kallie Bildner, D’Anna Hasik
HONORABLE MENTION – Ariel
Okorie, Alexis Olney, Brianna
Williams, Tyra Murray
GIRLS GOLF
ALL CONFERENCE – Alison Bonner
HONORABLE MENTION – Hannah
Siegel, Elizabeth Sisson
GIRLS TENNIS
ALL CONFERENCE – Emily Salcedo,
Makenzie King, Kaitlynn Wagner,
Clarissa Vance, Kate Mason, Shayna
Van Gundy
CROSS COUNTRY – GIRLS &
BOYS
ALL CONFERENCE – Patrick Lucitt,
Adrian Shanahan, Zach Martinez,
Resha Swanson, Kellsie Herrmann,
Sophia Rodriguez
HONORABLE MENTION – Elizabeth
Laszacs

Top, Resha Swanson’s mother
accepts the award on behalf of her
daughter. Above, Rhiannon Moore’s
parents accept the award on behalf
of their daughter. Both WHS 2013
graduates are attennding college.

Students win Foreign
Language Association
of Missouri awards

Two Waynesville High School
students received recognition through
the Foreign Language Association of
Missouri.
Resha Swanson was awarded “The
Excellence in Foreign Language
Award” and Rhiannon Moore was
selected for the “Outstanding Future
Language teacher.” These prestigious
awards demonstrate the commitment
and ability of our students as well as the
efforts of outstanding faculty who guide
students in the learning process.

